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SENATE BILL 5187

Passed Legislature - 2017 Regular Session
State of Washington 65th Legislature 2017 Regular Session
By Senators Angel, Takko, and Warnick

Read first time 01/16/17. Referred to Committee on Local Government.

AN ACT Relating to modernizing county auditor statutes; amending
RCW 36.32.210, 36.72.075, 52.26.070, 68.50.040, and 70.94.120; and
repealing RCW 36.32.310.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 36.32.210 and 2003 c 53 s 204 are each amended to
read as follows:
((&)) Each board of county commissioners of the several

counties of the state of Washington shall((s—en—the—Ffirst Monday—of
Mareh—of—each—year;)) fTile with the auditor of the county a

@—A)) Tull and complete inventory of all capitalized assets
((shalH—be)) kept in accordance with standards established by the

state auditor. ((Fhis—inventory—shall—be segregated—to—show—the
FoHoewtng—subheads:
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. RCW 36.32.310 (Compensation for extra

services) and 2009 c 549 s 4067 & 1963 c¢c 4 s 36.32.310 are each
repealed.

Sec. 3. RCW 36.72.075 and 1977 c 34 s 2 are each amended to read
as follows:

At its Tirst April meeting, the county legislative authority
shall let a contract to a legal newspaper qualified under this
section to serve as the official county newspaper for the term of one
year beginning on the first day of July following. If there be at
least one legal newspaper published in the county, the contract shall
be let to a legal newspaper published in the county. If there be no
legal newspaper published iIn the county, the county legislative
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authority shall let the contract to a legal newspaper published in an
adjacent county and having general circulation in the county.

When two or more Qlegal newspapers are qualified under the
provisions of this section to be the official county newspaper, the
((county—auditor)) clerk of the county legislative authority shall
advertise, at least five weeks before the meeting at which the county
legislative authority shall let the contract for the official county
newspaper, for bid proposals to be submitted by interested qualified
legal newspapers. Advertisement of the opportunity to bid shall be
mailed to all qualified legal newspapers and shall be published once
in the official county newspaper. The advertisement may designate the
form which notices shall take, and may require that the successful
bidder provide a bond for the correct and faithful performance of the
contract.

The county legislative authority shall let the contract to the
best and Ilowest responsible bidder, giving consideration to the
question of circulation in awarding the contract, with a view to
giving publication of notices the widest publicity.

Sec. 4. RCW 52.26.070 and 2006 c 200 s 5 are each amended to
read as follows:

IT the voters approve the plan, including creation of a regional
fire protection service authority and imposition of taxes and benefit
charges, if any, and the election results are certified, the
authority is formed on the next January 1st or July 1st, whichever

occurs Tirst. ((Fhe—appropriate—eounty—election—offretrals—shal
s thi Fif I ¢l Final S fi n f o I ,

N NO a N N A
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=) A
party challenging the procedure or the formation of a voter-approved
authority must file the challenge 1iIn writing by serving the
prosecuting attorney of each county within, or partially within, the
regional fire protection service authority and the attorney general
within thirty days after the final certification of the election.
Failure to challenge within that time forever bars further challenge
of the authority®s valid formation.

Sec. 5. RCW 68.50.040 and 2012 c 117 s 314 are each amended to
read as follows:
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((Bupticate—Hsts—oF)) All jewelry, moneys, papers, and other
personal property of the deceased shall be ((wmade)) Iinventoried

immediately upon ((Firding—the-same)) being taken into custody by the
coroner or his or her ((assistants)) appointees. The original of such

lists shall be certified to by the coroner and kept as a public

record at the county morgue ((and—the—duplicate—thereof—shall—be
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ateter)) .

Sec. 6. RCW 70.94.120 and 2012 c 117 s 406 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) The city selection committee of each county which is included
within an authority shall meet within one month after the activation
of such authority for the purpose of making its initial appointments
to the board of such authority and thereafter whenever necessary for
the purpose of making succeeding appointments. All meetings shall be
held upon at least two weeks written notice ((ghven—by—the—county
avcHtoer)) to each member of the city selection committee of each
county and he or she shall give such notice upon request of any
member of such committee. A similar notice shall be given to the
general public by a publication of such notice iIn a newspaper of
general circulation iIn such authority. The ((eceunty—auditor))
authority shall act as recording officer, maintain i1ts records, and
give appropriate notice of its proceedings and actions.

(2) As an alternative to meeting iIn accordance with subsection
(1) of this section, the ((eeunty—auditor)) authority may administer
the appointment process through the mail.

(a) At least four months prior to the expiration of the term of
office, the ((eeunty—auditor)) authority must mail a request to each
of the members of the city selection committee seeking nominations to
the office. The members of the selection committee ((have—untiHl—the

or—the—auditor-s—designee)) shall return the nomination to the

authority at its official address within fourteen days.

(b) 1f an unexpected vacancy occurs, the authority must, within
thirty days after becoming aware of the vacancy, mail a request to
each of the members of the city selection committee seeking
nominations to the office. The members of the city selection
committee shall return the nomination to the authority at its
official address within fourteen days after the request was made.
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(c) Within five business days of the close of the nomination
period, the ((eceunty—auditor)) authority will mail ballots by
certified mail to each of the members of the city selection
committee, specifying the date by which to return the completed
ballot which 1is the last day of the third month prior to the
expiration of the term of office. Each mayor who chooses to
participate in the balloting shall mark the choice for appointment,
sign the ballot, and return the ballot to the ((eeunty—auditor))
authority. Each completed ballot shall be date-stamped upon receipt
by the mayor or staff of the mayor of the city or town. The timely
return of completed ballots by a majority of the members of each city
selection committee constitutes a quorum and the common choice by a
majority of the quorum constitutes a valid appointment.

(3) At least two weeks®™ written notice must be given by the
((ecounty—auditor)) authority to each member of the city selection
committee prior to the nomination process. A similar notice shall be
given to the general public by publication in a newspaper of general
circulation in the authority. A single notice is sufficient for both
the nomination process and the balloting process.

Passed by the Senate March 1, 2017.

Passed by the House April 5, 2017.

Approved by the Governor April 17, 2017.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 17, 2017.

——— END ---
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