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AN ACT Relating to reciprocity for marriage and family therapists; amending RCW 18.225.140; and creating a new section.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:
NEW SECTION.  Sec.   The legislature finds that the number of licensed marriage and family therapists is inadequate to meet the demand for services. The legislature further finds that current requirements in Washington prevent marriage and family therapists licensed in other states from practicing in Washington. Therefore, in order to provide greater opportunities for individuals seeking their services, the legislature intends to grant reciprocity to marriage and family therapists that have been licensed in the states, territories, or possessions of the United States or the District of Columbia.
Sec.   RCW 18.225.140 and 2001 c 251 s 14 are each amended to read as follows:
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, an applicant holding a credential in another state may be licensed to practice in this state without examination if the secretary determines that the other state's credentialing standards are substantially equivalent to the licensing standards in this state.
(2) An applicant seeking a marriage and family therapist license may be licensed to practice in this state without examination if the applicant holds a current unrestricted license to practice in any state, territory, or possession of the United States, or the District of Columbia.
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