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AN ACT Relating to firefighter safety; adding a new section to chapter 51.04 RCW; and making an appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:
NEW SECTION.  Sec.   A new section is added to chapter 51.04 RCW to read as follows:
(1) The department must adopt by rule, the healthy in, healthy out best practices for reducing firefighter risk of exposure to carcinogens, which was a project funded through the department's safety and health investment project. These best practices must include postfire activities to reduce the risk of exposure to carcinogens, such as decontamination, cleaning, and disinfecting. The department may amend the rule to update the best practices as the department deems appropriate.
(2) Employers with workers involved in firefighting who follow the best practices provided in subsection (1) of this section may be eligible for a premium discount as determined by the department after an actuarial determination of anticipated future reductions in firefighter risk of exposure to carcinogens.
NEW SECTION.  Sec.   The sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, from the general fund to the department of labor and industries for the purposes of providing funding to employers with workers involved in firefighting who have limited resources to purchase additional equipment and other gear that may be needed to follow the healthy in, healthy out best practices provided for in section 1 of this act.
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