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Brief Description:  Concerning driver's license suspensions and revocations.

Sponsors:  Representatives Reeves, Valdez, Gregerson, Pellicciotti, Frame, Fey, Robinson, 
Ortiz-Self, Stonier, Lovick, Kilduff, Pettigrew, Riccelli, Wylie, Appleton, Stanford, Santos, 
Bergquist, Jinkins, Kloba, Leavitt, Ormsby and Pollet.

Brief Summary of Bill
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Eliminates driver's license suspensions for failure to respond to notice of a traffic 
infraction for a moving violation, failure to appear at a requested hearing for a 
moving violation, violation of a written promise to appear in court for a moving 
violation, and failure to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic infraction or 
citation for a moving violation (non-criminal only).

Reduces the offense of Driving While Driver's License Suspended (DWLS) in the 
third degree, a misdemeanor, to DWLS in the fourth degree, a non-criminal traffic 
infraction, when the person driving without a license received a suspension for 
certain specified grounds.

Establishes a base penalty for DWLS in the fourth degree of $250 ($550 with fees 
and assessments included), which must be reduced to $50 ($140 total) when proof is 
provided to a court that the driver's license was reinstated after the citation was 
issued.

Authorizes the Department of Licensing (DOL) to reinstate all driver's licenses 
suspended for reasons that are no longer grounds for suspension.

Requires the DOL to notify anyone whose driver's license was suspended who may 
qualify for reinstatement, and to create an online application process for people to use 
to determine whether they are eligible for reinstatement, within 30 days of the 
effective date of the legislation.

Hearing Date:  2/26/19

Staff:  Jennifer Harris (786-7143).
––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Background: 

Driver's License Suspension.

No person may drive a motor vehicle on a roadway in the state without having a valid driver's 
license.  It is unlawful for a person to drive a motor vehicle while that person's driver's license is 
suspended.  

The Department of Licensing (DOL) must suspend an individual's driver's license when it 
receives notice from a court that he or she: 
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3.

4.
5.
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7.
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9.
10.

11.
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13.

has committed an offense for which mandatory revocation or suspension of a driver's 
license is required;
has, by reckless or unlawful operation of a motor vehicle, caused or contributed to an 
accident resulting in death or injury to any person or in serious property damage; 
has been convicted of moving violation offenses or committed traffic infractions with 
such frequency as to indicate a disrespect for traffic laws or a disregard for the safety of 
other persons on the highways; 
is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle; 
has failed to respond to a notice of traffic infraction for a moving violation; 
has failed to appear at a requested hearing for a moving violation; 
has violated a written promise to appear in court for a moving violation;
has failed to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic infraction, criminal complaint, or 
citation for a moving violation; 
is subject to suspension as an incompetent, unqualified driver;
is subject to suspension due to failure to pay a civil judgment related to a motor vehicle 
crime; 
has committed prohibited practices related to driver's license fraud and improper use; 
has been certified by the Department of Social and Health Services as a person who is not 
in compliance with a child support order; or 
has failed to redeem an abandoned vehicle from a registered tow truck operator and then 
failed to respond to a notice of custody and sale and of the penalties for the traffic 
infraction "Littering—Abandoned Vehicle," sent by certified mail by the law enforcement 
agency responsible for directing the removal of the vehicle.

The DOL must also suspend an individual's driver's license when it receives notice from another 
state under the Non-Resident Violator Compact, or from a jurisdiction that has entered into an 
agreement with the DOL, of failure to comply with the terms of a traffic citation from the 
licensing authority of the issuing jurisdiction, other than for a standing, stopping, or parking 
violation.  (The Non-Resident Violator Compact is an interstate compact used by most states to 
process traffic citations across state borders.)

When the DOL has suspended a person's driver's license, a new, duplicate, or renewal driver's 
license may not be issued until all requirements for reinstatement have been satisfied and a $75 
reissuance fee has been paid (this fee is increased to $150 for suspensions due to driving under 
the influence offenses).

Occupational Driver's License.
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A person whose driver's license is suspended administratively for certain specified reasons, 
including the reasons noted below, may apply to the DOL for an occupational driver's license:  

�
�
�
�

failure to respond to the notice of a traffic infraction for a moving violation;
failure to appear at a requested hearing for a moving violation;
violation of a written promise to appear in court for a moving violation; or
failure to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic infraction, criminal complaint, or 
citation for a moving violation.

To qualify for an occupational driver's license, the applicant must demonstrate that it is necessary 
for him or her to operate a motor vehicle for work, for health care or dependent care needs, to 
attend an educational institution to pursue a course of study, for substance abuse treatment or 
participation in a 12-step program, for court-ordered community service, or for a work training 
program.  

The applicant must also file proof of financial responsibility and pay an application fee set by 
law at $100.  An occupational driver's license is valid for the period of suspension or revocation.

Relicensing Programs.

Courts are authorized to participate in or to provide diversion programs for individuals with up to 
four convictions or infractions for Driving While License Suspended or Revoked (DWLS) in the 
10 years preceding entry into the diversion program (subject to a less restrictive rule authorized 
by the presiding judge of the court).  

Diversion programs must be designed to assist individuals with suspended driver's licenses in 
regaining their licenses, obtaining insurance, and paying outstanding fines.  Participation in the 
program may be offered at the discretion of the prosecuting attorney or municipal prosecuting 
authority before charges are filed or by a court after charges are filed.

Driving While License Suspended or Revoked.

If a person drives a motor vehicle in the state while his or her driver's license is suspended, he or 
she is guilty of a traffic offense.  The degree of the offense varies based on the underlying reason
for the driver's license suspension or revocation, with the severity ranging from a misdemeanor 
to a gross misdemeanor with specified minimum penalties.

If a person found to be a habitual offender drives while his or her driver's license is revoked, the 
offense is DWLS in the first degree, a gross misdemeanor, subject to certain mandatory 
minimum penalties.  If a person drives while his or her driver's license is suspended or revoked 
as a result of certain specified convictions or administrative actions by the DOL related to traffic
offenses, the offense is DWLS in the second degree, a gross misdemeanor, and subject to gross 
misdemeanor penalties.

If a person drives while his or her driver's license is suspended or revoked for certain specified
reasons, including those noted below, the offense is DWLS in the third degree, a misdemeanor:

�
�
�

failure to respond to the notice of a traffic infraction for a moving violation;
failure to appear at a requested hearing for a moving violation;
violation of a written promise to appear in court for a moving violation;
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failure to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic infraction, criminal complaint, or 
citation for a moving violation;
commission of an offense in another state that, if committed in Washington, would not be 
grounds for suspension or revocation; 
eligibility to reinstate a driver's license at the time of violation and the suspension would 
otherwise result in DWLS in the second degree; or
two or more infractions for violating Intermediate Driver's License restrictions.

The penalty for DWLS in the third degree is up to a 90-day jail sentence and/or a fine of up to 
$1,000.

Summary of Bill: 

Driver's License Suspensions.

A person's driver's license is no longer suspended for the following reasons:
�
�
�
�

failure to respond to a notice of traffic infraction for a moving violation; 
failure to appear at a requested hearing for a moving violation; 
violation of a written promise to appear in court for a moving violation; or
failure to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic infraction or citation for a moving 
violation (non-criminal only).

Driving While License Suspended or Revoked.

If a person drives while his or her driver's license is suspended or revoked for the reasons 
specified below, the offense is reduced from DWLS in the third degree, a misdemeanor, to 
DWLS in the fourth degree, a non-criminal traffic infraction:

�
�
�

�

�

reasons that are no longer grounds for suspension (see above);
grounds for suspension for a moving violation under the Non-Resident Violator Compact;
commission of an offense in another state that, if committed in Washington, would not be 
grounds for suspension or revocation;
was eligible to reinstate his or her driver's license at time of violation and offense would 
otherwise be DWLS in the second or third degree; or
received two or more infractions for violating Intermediate Driver's License restrictions.

The base penalty for DWLS in the fourth degree is $250 ($550 with fees and assessments 
included).  This penalty is reduced to $50 ($140 with fees and assessments included), if proof is 
provided to the court that the driver's license has been reinstated after the citation was issued. 

If a person drives a motor vehicle while his or her driver's license is suspended or revoked and 
would otherwise receive DWLS in the fourth degree, except that the person has three or more 
prior violations of DWLS in the fourth degree, the offense is raised to DWLS in the third degree.

Relicensing Programs.

Participation in relicensing programs may be offered by a court when a person is found to have 
violated DWLS in the fourth degree.
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Driver's License Reinstatement.

The DOL is authorized to reinstate all driver's licenses suspended for reasons that are no longer 
grounds for driver's license suspension.  By October 1, 2019, the DOL is required to notify any 
person whose driver's license it identifies may have been suspended for these reasons that his or 
her driver's license may be eligible for reinstatement, providing information on eligibility criteria 
in the notification.  By October 1, 2019, the DOL is also required to create an online application 
process for people to use to determine whether they are eligible to have their license reinstated 
and that explains the process for reinstatement.  

The $75 driver's license reissuance fee required by law remains applicable for these driver's 
license reinstatements.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect on September 1, 2019.
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