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Brief Description:  Increasing opportunities for young voters.

Sponsors:  Senators Liias, Kuderer, Hunt, Randall, Mullet, Keiser, Billig, Saldaña, Darneille, 
Hasegawa, Takko, Rolfes, McCoy, Stanford, Das, Dhingra, Lovelett, Nguyen and Wilson, C.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill
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Permits 17-year-olds who will be 18 years old at the next general election to vote in 
primary elections. 

Requires the Department of Licensing to allow 16- and 17-year-olds to sign up to 
register to vote by automated process when receiving or renewing an enhanced 
driver's license or identicard.

Requires Student Engagement Hubs to be established on college campuses. 

Provides that the Superintendent of Public Instruction and other entities must make 
civics resources and materials available for high school civics courses.

Hearing Date:  2/20/20

Staff:  Carrington Skinner (786-7192).

Background: 

Voter Qualifications and Registration. 
A person is eligible to vote if the person is a United States citizen, has lived at their address in 
Washington for at least 30 days prior to the election, is at least 18 years old, is not under 
Department of Corrections supervision for a felony conviction, and is not disqualified to vote 
due to a court order.  A 16- or 17-year-old may sign up electronically or by mail to register to 
vote as part of the Future Voter Program.  A future voter may not vote until reaching 18 years of 
age.  
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The Secretary of State must maintain a statewide voter registration database that serves as the 
official list of registered voters for all elections.  A future voter may not be added to the voter 
registration database until the time the person will be 18 by the next election; until that time the
registration is classified as "pending." 

The Department of Licensing must implement an automatic voter registration system that 
permits a person who is at least 18 years old who meets registration requirements and has 
received or is renewing an enhanced driver's license or identicard, or is changing their address, to
register to vote or update their registration by automated process.  Other state agencies and 
programs also offer voter registration services.  Institutions of higher education must include a 
link to the Secretary of State's voter registration website on their course registration website or 
similar website.  

Elections. 
General elections are held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday each November.  Primaries 
for general elections, which are held to winnow candidates for public office to a list of two, are 
held on the first Tuesday of August preceding the November general election.  Presidential 
primaries are held on the second Tuesday in March of each Presidential election year.  Special 
elections may be held in conjunction with a general election or primary or on a different 
designated date.  

County auditors are required to open a voting center during business hours in the period 
beginning 18 days before and ending at 8:00 p.m. on the day of each primary, special, and 
general election.  At each voting center, voter registration materials, ballots, provisional ballots, 
disability access voting units, sample ballots, ballot instructions, a ballot drop box, and voters' 
pamphlets must be made available. 

Summary of Bill: 

Voting Eligibility and Registration.
A person may vote in a primary election or presidential primary election if that person will be 18 
years old by the next general election.  However, a person still may not vote in a special or 
general election until the person's eighteenth birthday.  Conforming changes are made to voter 
registration requirements, the registration oath, and other related registration and election 
provisions. 

The Department of Licensing must allow persons aged 16 or 17 to be signed up to register to 
vote by automated process as part of receiving or updating an address for an enhanced driver's 
license or identicard, so long as other requirements for registration are met and a signature of the
voter is provided.  A future voter is considered to be registered to vote when the person will be at
least 17 years old by the next primary or presidential primary and 18 years old by the general 
election. 

Student Engagement Hubs and Education Materials. 
Each state university, regional university, The Evergreen State College, and higher education 
campus must open a student engagement hub on campus.  The hub may be open during business 
hours beginning eight days before and ending at 8:00 p.m. on the day of a general election.  All 
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hubs must provide replacement ballots.  Upon request of the student government organization at 
a state or regional university or The Evergreen State College, the hub must allow voters to 
register to vote in person and provide voter registration materials.  

Institutions must contract with the county auditor for the operation of student engagement hubs, 
and, subject to appropriations, the Secretary of State may provide grants to county auditors to 
operate the hubs.  A list of student engagement hubs must be included in statewide and local 
voters' pamphlets. 

By September 1, 2020, civics materials and resources for high school stand-alone civics courses 
must be identified and made available by the Superintendent of Public Instruction in 
collaboration with the Washington State Association of County Auditors and a nonprofit 
organization engaged in voter outreach and increasing voter participation. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 17, 2020.

Effective Date:  The bill contains multiple effective dates.
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