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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description:  Concerning limited cooperative associations.

Sponsors:  Senators Pedersen and Padden; by request of Uniform Law Commission.

Senate Committee on Law & Justice
House Committee on Civil Rights & Judiciary

Background:  A cooperative association is a unique type of corporation whose members are 
the joint owners of the entity.  The members participate in the cooperative's business for the 
mutual benefit of all involved.  Cooperative association members generally pay a 
membership fee and acquire an equity interest in the organization.  Each member holds equal 
ownership and participation in control of the cooperative.

The Uniform Law Commission (ULC) was established in 1892, and it studies and reviews 
states' laws to determine which areas of law should be uniform.  The ULC drafted a model 
Uniform Limited Cooperative Association Act which embodies the traditional elements of 
cooperative associations, is intended to be more flexible than most current cooperative laws 
allow, and can be organized to pursue any lawful purpose.

Summary:  A limited cooperative association (association) is an unincorporated association 
jointly owned by persons for a mutual benefit for any lawful purpose, except for the business 
of generating, distributing, purchasing or selling electric energy.

Key highlights of the act include:
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operating definitions for the act, and an outline of the nature and powers of 
associations;
information and records required to be retained by the association;
the effect of organic rules concerning relations among members and the association;
establishes a dual capacity interest that includes a patron member interest and an 
investor member interest; a member's interest is a personal property interest and 
includes governance, financial, and business rights; addresses the transferability of 
the members interest, security rights in member interests, and set-offs;
allows a member to lend money and to transact business with the association in the 
same manner as a non-member;
authorizes the conversion of a qualifying entity into an association;
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establishes a statutory formation process for associations, including the required 
articles of organization, bylaws, directors, and delivery of records with the Secretary 
of State;
establishes qualifications, rights, powers, and liabilities of members and addresses the 
required annual and special meetings of members and the procedures for notice, 
voting, and actions;
authorizes marketing contracts between the association and third parties for the sale 
of products, commodities or goods by the association; the sale transfers title to the 
association upon delivery; marketing contracts have an initial duration of ten years, 
but may be automatically renewed for five-year periods;
establishes a board of directors, their qualifications, election, term, authority, and 
powers; meeting and notice procedures are set forth along with various rights and 
standards of conduct;
member contributions may be property, services, or any other benefit to the 
association unless the organic rules provide otherwise; the board of directors shall 
determine the value of a member's contributions;
provides for the allocation of profits and losses among members, and among 
nonmembers that conduct business with the association; authorizes distribution 
methods in any form and sets forth the limitation of distributions and liability;
establishes an exemption for state securities laws for patron members that is 
substantially similar for cooperatives under existing state law;
addresses member dissociation, association dissolution, mergers, interest exchange, 
and conversion;
confirms the right of a member to maintain a legal action to enforce their rights or for 
a derivative action to enforce an association's right;
creates a short title of the Washington Limited Cooperative Association Act;
harmonizes provisions with Title 23B RCW;
establishes one vote for each investor member unless organic rules provide otherwise;
adds a definition for consumer cooperative, and adds a process for providing notice to 
members of consumer cooperatives;
removes provisions relating to security interest, set-off, and charging orders;
removes provisions governing marketing contracts and contribution agreements; and
authorizes a limited cooperative association to merge with other cooperative 
associations organized under different provisions of law.

Votes on Final Passage:  

Senate 48 0
House 96 0

Effective:  July 28, 2019
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