SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5695
As of February 5, 2019
Title: An act relating to high occupancy vehicle lane penalties.
Brief Description: Concerning high occupancy vehicle lane penalties.
Sponsors: Senators Liias, King, Zeiger, Saldaña and Kuderer; by request of Department of
Transportation.
Brief History:
Committee Activity: Transportation: 2/05/19.
Brief Summary of Bill
 Increases the base penalty for the traffic infraction of violating the high
occupancy vehicle minimum number of passengers requirement.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
Staff: Kim Johnson (786-7472)
Background: Current law allows the Washington State Department of Transportation (DOT)
and local authorities to reserve portions of any highways under their jurisdiction as limited
access facilities, or high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes. DOT and local authorities are
currently authorized to give access to these limited access facilities to the following users:
 public transportation vehicles;
 motorcycles;
 private motor vehicles carrying a minimum of a specified number of passengers; and
 certain private transportation provider vehicles with the capacity to carry eight or
more passengers if such use does not interfere with the efficiency, reliability, and
safety of public transportation operations.
DOT has various types of HOV lanes on Interstate 5, Interstate 90, Interstate 405, State
Route 16, State Route 167 and State Route 520. Standard HOV lanes are generally the
inside, left lanes and are identified by signs along the highway and diamond symbols painted
on the pavement. They are typically separated from the other lanes on the highway by a solid
white line. The HOV lane requirement is either 2 or more, or 3 or more persons per vehicle,
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depending on the highway and time of day, or both. Motorcycles are allowed to use all
standard HOV lanes.
The penalty for violating the passenger requirement is a traffic infraction with a total penalty
of $136.
Summary of Bill: The base penalty for violating the passenger requirement for an HOV lane
is increased as follows:
Number of Violations
First offense
Second offense
Third offense

Base Penalty
$100
$225
$350

Total Fine
$242
$499
$755

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members: No.
Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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