
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5147

As of January 18, 2021

Title:  An act relating to exploring alternative school calendars.

Brief Description:  Exploring alternative school calendars.

Sponsors:  Senators Hawkins, Wellman, Billig, Dhingra, Frockt, Hasegawa, Kuderer, Muzzall, 
Nobles, Rivers, Saldaña and Wilson, C..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Early Learning & K-12 Education: 1/18/21.

Brief Summary of Bill

Directs the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to 
establish a program to allow up to 50 school districts to extend the 
number of instructional days in a school year to 210 days.

•

Directs OSPI to establish a program to allow up to 50 school districts to 
provide 180 instructional days over the course of the entire calendar 
year.

•

Establishes that in order to participate in the programs, a school district 
must have an enrollment of over 500 students and a majority of students 
qualify for free and reduced price meals.

•

Requires OSPI to report on various program outcomes.•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON EARLY LEARNING & K-12 EDUCATION

Staff: Benjamin Omdal (786-7442)

Background:  COVID-19 Impact on Public Schools.  In March 2020, Governor Inslee 
ordered all public and private K-12 schools in Washington State to close in response to the 
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spread of COVID-19.  School districts performed remote learning for the remainder of the 
2019-20 school year.  According to the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI), at the beginning of the 2020-21 school year, the majority of school districts in 
Washington started with some form of remote or distance learning—not in-person.  Other 
districts began the year with a hybrid approach or in-person learning only.  Some districts in 
the state have since altered their instruction modality based on local health conditions. 
  
Instructional Hour and Day Requirements.  School districts must meet annual minimum 
requirements for providing instructional hours and school days.  Districts must offer student 
a district-wide average of at least 1080 hours for students in grades 9 through 12 and a 
minimum of 1000 instructional hours for students in kindergarten through grade eight.  
School districts must also offer a minimum of 180 days of instruction each year to students 
in all grades. 
  
Free and Reduced-Price Meals.  Students whose families' income is at or below 130 percent 
of the federal poverty level qualify for free meals under federal programs.  In addition, 
students whose families have income between 130 percent and 185 percent of the federal 
poverty level are eligible for reduced price meals.  For the period of July 1, 2019, to June 
30, 2020, 130 percent of the poverty level is $34,060 for a family of four; 185 percent is 
$48,470. 
  
The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) of the federal Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 
provides an alternative to household applications for free or reduced priced meals (FRPM) 
by allowing schools with high numbers of students whose families have low incomes to 
serve free meals to all enrolled students.

Summary of Bill:  Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction Programs.  OSPI must 
select school districts to participate in two separate programs as follows. 
  
Extending the Number of School Days to a 12-Month Year.  Under this program, school 
districts must provide up to 210 school days in a school year beginning in the 2022-23 
school year and through the 2025-26 school year in all schools in their district. 
  
Implementing a Year-Round School Calendar.  Districts selected to implement a year-round 
school calendar must provide a year-round school year instructional schedule beginning in 
the 2022-23 school year and through the 2025-26 school year in all schools in their district.  
Participating school districts must also adopt a school calendar in which breaks in scheduled 
instructional days are limited to a maximum of two weeks at a time. 
  
Provisions Applicable to Both Programs.  OSPI may select up to 50 school districts to 
participate in each program, of which up to 30 districts may be located west of the crest of 
the Cascade mountains and up to 20 located east of the crest of the Cascade mountains.  
Districts selected by OSPI must meet the following criteria:

a minimum district-wide enrollment of at least 500 students; and•
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enrollment of 50 percent or more students eligible for FRPM or used the CEP in all 
district schools during the 2019-20 school year.

•

  
OSPI shall select districts on a first-come, first-served basis based on the application date of 
eligible districts.  By December 31, 2026, OSPI must provide a report to the education 
committees of the Legislature for each program, including information on:

participation in the program, including demographic information of the participating 
school districts;

•

outcomes of the program, including student growth and academic performance 
between districts; and

•

recommendations based on the experiences of the school districts, including any 
relevant policy and fiscal recommendations for the statewide application of a year-
round school year.

•

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 13, 2021.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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