
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5716

As of January 19, 2022

Title:  An act relating to requiring coverage for magnetic resonance imaging for women at high 
risk of developing breast cancer.

Brief Description:  Requiring coverage for magnetic resonance imaging for women at high risk 
of developing breast cancer.

Sponsors:  Senators Brown, Dhingra, Braun, Dozier, Hasegawa, Kuderer, Randall, Rolfes, 
Saldaña, Trudeau, Van De Wege, Wellman, Wilson, J. and Wilson, L..

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Health & Long Term Care: 1/21/22.

Brief Summary of Bill

Requires large group health plans to cover magnetic resonance imaging 
breast cancer screening for women at high risk of developing breast 
cancer.

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & LONG TERM CARE

Staff: Greg Attanasio (786-7410)

Background:  Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), health benefit plans must provide, at 
a minimum, coverage with no cost sharing, for preventive or wellness services that have a 
rating of A or B in the current recommendations of the United States Preventive Services 
Task Force (USPSTF).  The USPSTF recommends, at a B grade, screening mammography, 
with or without clinical breast examination, every one to two years for women age 40 years 
and older.  The USPSTF also recommends, at a B grade, genetic counseling and testing for 
mutation of the BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes in women with a personal or family history of 
breast, ovarian, fallopian tube, or peritoneal cancer, or an ancestry associated with BRCA1 
or 2 gene mutation and preventive medication for women 35 years old or older with 
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elevated risk of breast cancer and at low risk for adverse medication effects.
 
The American Cancer Society currently identifies women at high risk of developing breast 
cancer as those who:

have a lifetime risk of breast cancer of about 20 percent to 25 percent or greater, 
according to risk assessment tools that are based mainly on family history;

•

have a known BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation;•
have a first-degree relative—parent, brother, sister, or child—with a 
BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation, and have not had genetic testing themselves;

•

had radiation therapy to the chest when they were between the ages of 10 and 30 
years; or

•

have Li-Fraumeni syndrome, Cowden syndrome, or Bannayan-Riley-Ruvalcaba 
syndrome, or have first-degree relatives with one of these syndromes.

•

Summary of Bill:  For large group health plans issued or renewed on or after January 1, 
2023, a health carrier shall provide coverage without cost sharing for supplemental 
magnetic resonance imaging breast cancer screening for women at high risk of developing 
breast cancer as an adjunct to mammography consistent with clinical guidelines, criteria, or 
treatment recommendations adopted by the American Cancer Society.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on January 11, 2022.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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