H-1273.1

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 1248

State of Washington 69th Legislature 2025 Regular Session

By House Early Learning & Human Services (originally sponsored by
Representative Couture)

READ FIRST TIME 02/11/25.

AN ACT Relating to improving the effectiveness of Juvenile
justice programs by providing ongoing evaluations and clarifying

juvenile diversion practices; and amending RCW 43.20C.020.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 43.20C.020 and 2014 c¢ 225 s 06 are each amended to

read as follows:

efinitions, the) ) The

Washington state institute for public policy and the University of
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Washington evidence-based practice institute must prepare an

inventory of evidence-based, research-based, and promising practices
for prevention and intervention services ((Ehat—will—be—used—Ffor—+the

t+enrn)) . The inventory shall be periodically updated as
more practices are identified.

(b) In identifying evidence-based and research-based services,
the Washington state institute for public policy and the University
of Washington evidence-based practice institute must:

(1) Consider any available systemic evidence-based assessment of
a program's efficacy and cost-effectiveness; and

(ii) Attempt to identify assessments that use wvalid and reliable
evidence.

(c) Using state, federal, or private funds, the department of

social and health services and the department of children, vyouth, and

families shall prioritize the assessment of promising practices
identified in (a) of this subsection with the goal of increasing the
number of such practices that meet the standards for evidence-based

and research-based practices.
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juvenile justice
.40.511.
state institute
justice programs for

of
evidence-based and approved for funding by the block grant oversight

Washington
juvenile
; and

S

h
The number of juveniles participating in the program.

evaluations

T
The length of time since an evaluation has been conducted on

(i)
(ii)

the program

Washington state institute for public policy shall conduct biennial
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(b) The outcome evaluations required under this subsection (2)

must focus on recidivism and include a benefit-cost analysis.

--- END ---
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