RCW 77.95.010 Legislative findings. Currently, many of the
salmon stocks of Washington state are critically reduced from their
sustainable level. The best interests of all fishing groups and the
citizens as a whole are served by a stable and productive salmon
resource. Immediate action is needed to reverse the severe decline of
the resource and to insure its very survival. The legislature finds a
state of emergency exists and that immediate action is required to
restore its fishery.

Disagreement and strife have dominated the salmon fisheries for
many years. Conflicts among the various fishing interests have only
served to erode the resource. It is time for the state of Washington
to make a major commitment to increasing productivity of the resource
and to move forward with an effective rehabilitation and enhancement
program. The commission is directed to dedicate its efforts and the
efforts of the department to seek resolution to the many conflicts
that involve the resource.

Success of the enhancement program can only occur if projects
efficiently produce salmon or restore habitat. The expectation of the
program is to optimize the efficient use of funding on projects that
will increase artificially and naturally produced salmon, restore and
improve habitat, or identify ways to increase the survival of salmon.
The full utilization of state resources and cooperative efforts with
interested groups are essential to the success of the program. [1995
1st sp.s. ¢ 2 § 33 (Referendum Bill No. 45, approved November 7,
1995); 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 § 45; 1985 c 458 § 1. Formerly RCW 75.50.010.]

Referral to electorate—1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 2: See note following
RCW 77.04.013.

Effective date—1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 2: See note following RCW
43.17.020.

Effective date—1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 §§ 1-6, 8-59, and 61-79: See RCW
43.300.900.
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