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250-80-010WAC 250-80-010  Purpose. The Washington promise 
scholarship program recognizes and encourages the aspira-
tion for superior academic achievement of high school stu-
dents who attend and graduate from Washington high 
schools. The program offers a two-year scholarship for eligi-
ble students that may be used at any accredited institution 
within the borders of the state. The scholarship may also be 
used at certain Oregon institutions offering programs not 
offered in Washington.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 28B.80 and 28B.119 RCW. WSR 02-24-040, 
§ 250-80-010, filed 12/2/02, effective 1/2/03. Statutory Authority: Chapter 
28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 00-08-082, § 250-80-010, filed 
4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-020WAC 250-80-020  Definitions. (1) "Board" means the 
higher education coordinating board.

(2) "OSPI" means the office of the superintendent of 
public instruction.

(3) "High school" means a secondary institution in 
Washington state identified by the office of the superinten-
dent of public instruction as qualified to confer high school 
diplomas to a graduating senior class.

(4) "Parent(s)" mean the biological or adoptive parent of 
the student applicant and the spouse of a biological or adop-
tive parent. In cases of divorce or separation the parent for 
purposes of reporting income and family size is the biological 
or adoptive parent who provided more than one-half of the 
applicant's support in the previous twelve months. The term 
parent does not include either foster parents or legal guard-
ians.

(5) "Family size" is the number of people for whom the 
applicant's parent(s) provided more than one-half of the sup-
port in the previous twelve months.

(6) "Income," in most cases means the applicant parent's 
adjusted gross income (AGI) as reported on the previous cal-
endar year's federal tax return. For the independent student, 
income means the student's adjusted gross income as reported 
on the previous calendar year's federal tax return.

(7) "Independent student" means a student whose biolog-
ical parents are both deceased and there is no adoptive parent, 
or the student is a "ward of the court," or the student has been 
legally emancipated by court order. The board may also rec-
ognize a student as independent due to exceptional circum-
stances as recognized by the appeal committee.

(8) "Appeals committee" means a committee convened 
by the board to review petitions and requests by students for 
consideration of individual exceptional circumstances.

(9) "Median family income (MFI)" means the median 
income for the state of Washington, by family size, as com-
piled by the federal Bureau of the Census and reported annu-
ally in the Federal Register.

(10) "Income cutoff" means one hundred thirty-five per-
cent of the median family income.

(11) "Academic year" means the fall, winter, and spring 
quarters or the fall and spring semesters between July 1st and 
June 30th.

(12) "Eligible student" means a person who:
(a) Graduates from a public or private high school 

located in the state of Washington; and
(b) Is in the top fifteen percent of his or her 2000 gradu-

ating class; or
(c) Attained a cumulative score of 1200 or better on the 

Scholastic Assessment Test I (SATI) on the first attempt; or
(d) Attained a cumulative score of 27 or better on the 

American College Test (ACT) on the first attempt; and
(e) Has a family income less than one hundred thirty-five 

percent of the state's median; and
(f) Enrolls at least half time in an eligible postsecondary 

institution in the state of Washington; and
(g) Is not pursuing a degree in theology.
(13) "Eligible postsecondary institution" means:
(a) A public institution authorized by the Washington 

legislature and receiving operating support through the state 
general fund; or

(b) A postsecondary institution, whose campus or branch 
campus is physically located in the state of Washington, and 
who is accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting 
body. The recognized accrediting bodies are:

(i) Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges or a 
similar regional accrediting body as determined by the board;

(ii) Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools;
(iii) Accrediting Council for Continuing Education and 

Training;
(iv) Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Col-

leges of Technology;
(v) The Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges 

and Schools;
(vi) The National Accrediting Commission of Cosmetol-

ogy Arts and Sciences;
(vii) Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, 

Commission on Higher Education;
(viii) New England Association of Schools and Col-

leges;
(ix) North Central Association of Colleges and Schools;
(x) Southern Association of Colleges and Schools;
(xi) Western Association of Schools and Colleges; or
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(c) An accredited Oregon postsecondary institution that 
offers a program not offered in Washington and is located in 
either Columbia, Gilliam, Hood River, Multnomah, Clatsop, 
Clackamas, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, 
Wasco or Washington county. The institution must be 
accredited by one of the accrediting bodies listed above; and

(d) Agrees to administer the program in accordance with 
the applicable rules and program guidelines.

(14) "Authorized use period" means the period of time 
the eligible student has to complete using his or her scholar-
ship.

[Statutory Authority: Chapters 28B.80 and 28B.119 RCW. WSR 02-24-040, 
§ 250-80-020, filed 12/2/02, effective 1/2/03. Statutory Authority: Chapter 
28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 00-08-082, § 250-80-020, filed 
4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-030

WAC 250-80-030  Application procedure. (1) The eli-
gible student will make application directly to the board.

(2) The completed application will include a data sheet, 
signed certification statement, a copy of the parent's previous 
calendar year's federal tax return for the purpose of verifying 
the income, and any other documentation requested by the 
board in response to missing, incomplete, or unclear informa-
tion. Student income information will be accepted, in lieu of 
parental information, when the board recognizes the appli-
cant as being an independent student.

(3) The board will treat all applications in a confidential 
manner.

(4) Applications will be made available through several 
means including:

(a) Mailings to public and private high school principals 
in the state;

(b) Posting on the HECB web site (http://www.hecb.wa. 
gov/);

(c) Direct mailing to students.
(5) The board will annually set a deadline for the receipt 

of applications from that year's eligible graduating high 
school seniors and the deadline for renewal applications from 
eligible students having graduated in prior years.

(6) Applications must be received by the deadline for 
each graduating class of high school seniors to be considered 
for payment at any time during the authorized use period.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 
00-08-082, § 250-80-030, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-040

WAC 250-80-040  Recipient selection. (1) Recipients 
include all eligible students who have completed applications 
prior to the annual deadline, who are verified as having fin-
ished in the top ten percent of their senior graduating high 
school class, and who enroll in an eligible school.

(2) The student who is determined eligible for the first 
year of scholarship benefits is also presumed eligible for the 
second year's benefits. The student will not need to provide 
income information after once establishing his or her eligibil-
ity.

(3) Students not meeting the eligibly requirements for 
the first year of scholarship benefits may reapply for the sec-
ond year of benefits.

(4) Eligibility determinations made by the appeals com-
mittee are final.

[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 
00-08-082, § 250-80-040, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-050

WAC 250-80-050  Authorized award amounts. (1) 
The maximum annual authorized award shall not exceed the 
representative average annual tuition and fees for resident 
students attending the state's community and technical col-
leges, as determined by the board.

(2) The actual authorized annual award for each recipient 
shall be the annual appropriation, as determined by the board 
to be available for grants, evenly prorated among the eligible 
students.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 
00-08-082, § 250-80-050, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-060

WAC 250-80-060  Grant disbursement. (1) In order to 
receive a scholarship disbursement, eligible students must 
enroll with at least a half-time status and be considered by the 
school to be making satisfactory progress in their course of 
study, according to the school's satisfactory progress policy 
for federal student aid.

(2) Grants to students will be disbursed in equal pay-
ments, once per term, across the three quarter or two semester 
academic year.

(3) State of Washington public colleges and universities 
may request payment for funds up to the limit of the per term 
award for each enrolled eligible student. The state public col-
lege or university may apply the proceeds of the scholarship 
to any outstanding debt owed by the student to the institution. 
The institution must disburse any remainder directly to the 
eligible student.

(4) Nonstate institutions may request that checks be writ-
ten to eligible students attending their schools. The board will 
write individual warrants payable to each eligible student and 
delivered to the school for disbursement.

(5) The independent university and the private voca-
tional school must disburse the warrant once the student's 
half-time or greater enrollment has been verified. The school 
may not withhold or delay disbursement for any reason other 
than for less than half-time enrollment. The school has thirty 
days to either disburse the warrant or return it to the board.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 28B.80.370, 28B.119.010(9) and 28B119.020 
[28B.119.020](3). WSR 03-23-119, § 250-80-060, filed 11/19/03, effective 
1/1/04. Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). 
WSR 00-08-082, § 250-80-060, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-070

WAC 250-80-070  Renewals and authorized use 
period. (1) Eligible students may renew their award for the 
second year's benefits, subject to the availability of funding.

(2) The deadline for the return of renewal applications 
will be set annually by the board.

(3) The board will determine the maximum number of 
years each class of graduating high school seniors has to 
complete usage of the scholarship.

(4) The authorized use period is limited to two consecu-
tive years following graduation. Students who were not eligi-
ble for the first year of benefits, or who did not use the first 
year of benefits, may reapply for the second year benefits, but 
may not renew for a third year.

(5) Receipt of the scholarship is dependent upon the 
availability of funding.
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[Statutory Authority: Chapters 28B.80 and 28B.119 RCW. WSR 02-24-040, 
§ 250-80-070, filed 12/2/02, effective 1/2/03. Statutory Authority: Chapter 
28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 00-08-082, § 250-80-070, filed 
4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-080

WAC 250-80-080  Appeals. (1) The board will set an 
annual deadline for the receipt of appeals.

(2) Appeals must be submitted to the board in writing 
before the application deadline.

(3) The board may use its judgment to except individual 
students from a program rule or rules based on substantial 
documented mitigating circumstances.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 
00-08-082, § 250-80-080, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-090

WAC 250-80-090  The account. (1) The Washington 
promise scholarship account is established in the custody of 
the state treasurer for the purpose of administering the Wash-
ington promise scholarship program.

(2) The annual allotment is to be deposited into the 
account for the purpose of making commitments to students 
for future scholarship payments, disbursements of the schol-
arship awards, and for the administrative expenses of the pro-
gram, as limited by the board's biennial budget provisos.

(3) All moneys not claimed by students, the refund of 
tuition and fees, and contributions from nonstate sources are 
to be deposited into the account and used for future pay-
ments.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 
00-08-082, § 250-80-090, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]

250-80-100

WAC 250-80-100  Program administration. (1) The 
higher education coordinating board shall administer the pro-
gram. The board shall be responsible for:

(a) Collection of student applications;
(b) Determination of student eligibility;
(c) Determination of the eligibility of postsecondary 

institutions within Washington;
(d) Adjudication of all appeals;
(e) Disbursement of awards; and
(f) Maintenance of records.
(2) The OSPI shall be responsible for:
(a) Certifying the list of qualified high schools in the 

state of Washington;
(b) Providing guidance to high schools as to how the top 

ten percent or fifteen percent of each senior graduating class 
shall be determined;

(c) Specifying the number of students per high school 
that may be named as comprising the top ten percent or top 
fifteen percent of the graduating class;

(d) The collection and compilation of the list from each 
high school of the top ten percent or top fifteen percent of 
each graduating high school class; and

(e) The delivery of that list to the board.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 28B.80 RCW and 1999 c 309 § 611(6). WSR 
00-08-082, § 250-80-100, filed 4/4/00, effective 5/5/00.]
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