Chapter 388-414 WAC
CATEGORICAL ELIGIBILITY FOR FOOD ASSISTANCE

WAC

388-414-0001 Do I have to meet all eligibility requirements for Basic

Food?

WAC 388-414-0001 Do I have to meet all eligibility
requirements for Basic Food? (1) What is "categorically
eligible" (CE)?

(a) Being categorically eligible (CE) means that you
have already met requirements for the program. If you are
CE, you do not have to meet every program requirement to
be eligible for Basic Food.

(b) If your assistance unit (AU) is CE, you automatically
meet the following requirements for Basic Food:

(1) Countable resource limit under WAC 388-470-0005;

(i1) Maximum gross monthly income under WAC 388-
478-0060; and

(iii) Maximum net monthly income under WAC 388-
478-0060.

(¢) If your AU is CE and the information is available
from another program, you do not need to provide the follow-
ing for Basic Food:

(1) Social Security number information under WAC 388-
476-0005;

(i1) Sponsored alien information under WAC 388-450-
0155; and

(iii) Residency under WAC 388-468-0005.

(d) Being CE does not mean that your AU is guaranteed
to get Basic Food benefits. If your AU is CE:

(1) You must still meet the other Basic Food program
requirements under WAC 388-400-0040; and

(i1) If you meet the other program requirements, we must
budget your AU's income to determine the amount of benefits
your AU will receive.

(2) Who is categorically eligible for Basic Food? Your
Basic Food AU is CE when your household meets the condi-
tions in subsection (2)(a) or (b) below:

(a) Your AU's income that we do not exclude under
WAC 388-450-0015 is at or under two hundred percent of the
federal poverty guidelines we use for department programs.

(1) The federal government publishes the federal poverty
guidelines on the health and human services web site. These
are currently posted at http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/index.
shtml.

(1) The department uses the monthly value of the income
guidelines for the current year beginning the first of April
every year.

(iii) If your income is not over two hundred percent of
the federal poverty guidelines, we provide your AU informa-
tion about the department programs and resources in the
community.

(b) Everyone in your AU receives one of the following
cash assistance programs:
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(1) Temporary assistance for needy families (TANF)/
state family assistance (SFA) or tribal TANF under WAC
388-400-0005 and WAC 388-400-0010;

(i1) Aged, blind, or disabled (ABD) cash assistance under
WAC 388-400-0060;

(iii) Supplemental security income (SSI) under Title
XVI of the Social Security Act; or

(iv) Diversion cash assistance (DCA) under WAC 388-
432-0005. DCA makes the Basic Food AU CE for the month
it receives DCA and the following three months.

(3) Who is not CE even if my AU meets the above cri-
teria?

(a) Even if your AU is CE, members of your AU are not
eligible for Basic Food if they:

(1) Are not eligible because of their alien or student sta-
tus;

(i1) Were disqualified from Basic Food under WAC 388-
444-0055 for failing work requirements;

(iii) Are not eligible for failing to provide or apply for a
Social Security number;

(iv) Receive SSI in a cash-out state (state where SSI pay-
ments are increased to include the value of the client's food
stamp allotment); or

(v) Live in an institution not eligible for Basic Food
under WAC 388-408-0040.

(b) If a person in your AU is not eligible for Basic Food,
we do not include them as an eligible member of your CE
AU.

(c) Your AU is not CE if:

(1) Your AU is not eligible because of striker require-
ments under WAC 388-480-0001;

(i) Your AU is ineligible for knowingly transferring
countable resources in order to qualify for benefits under
WAC 388-488-0010;

(iii) Your AU refused to cooperate in providing informa-
tion that is needed to determine your eligibility;

(iv) The head of household for your AU failed to meet
work requirements; or

(v) Anyone in your AU is disqualified because of an
intentional program violation under WAC 388-446-0015.
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