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246-815-031 Dental hygiene expanded functions education require-

ment for licensure implementation. [Statutory Author-
ity: RCW 18.29.130(6). WSR 92-03-006 (Order 232), §
246-815-031, filed 1/3/92, effective 2/3/92; WSR 91-
11-065 (Order 172), § 246-815-031, filed 5/16/91,
effective 6/16/91.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-141, filed
10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.

246-815-040 AIDS prevention and information education require-
ments. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.130 and
70.24.270. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-815-
040, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Author-
ity: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121),
recodified as § 246-815-040, filed 12/27/90, effective
1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 70.24.270. WSR
88-22-077 (Order PM 786), § 308-25-300, filed
11/2/88.] Repealed by WSR 98-05-060, filed 2/13/98,
effective 3/16/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280.

246-815-060 Dismissal from examination. [Statutory Authority:
Chapter 18.29 RCW and RCW 18.20.150(4). WSR 95-
16-102, § 246-815-060, filed 8/1/95, effective 9/1/95.
Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049
(Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-060, filed
12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.031. WSR 84-04-088 (Order PL 459), § 308-25-
070, filed 2/1/84. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.24.020
and 43.24.024. WSR 82-06-043 (Order 672), § 308-25-
070, filed 3/2/82.] Repealed by WSR 98-14-123, filed
7/1/98, effective 8/1/98. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.150 and 18.29.120.

246-815-070 Examination results. [Statutory Authority: Chapter
18.29 RCW and RCW 18.20.150(4). WSR 95-16-102, §
246-815-070, filed 8/1/95, effective 9/1/95. Statutory
Authority: RCW 18.29.150(2). WSR 95-02-056, § 246-
815-070, filed 1/3/95, effective 2/3/95. Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order
121), recodified as § 246-815-070, filed 12/27/90, effec-
tive 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW,
RCW 18.29.021, [18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR 90-
23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-035, filed 11/13/90,
effective 12/14/90. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.-
031. WSR 86-09-014 (Order PL 585), § 308-25-035,
filed 4/7/86.] Repealed by WSR 98-14-123, filed 7/1/98,
effective 8/1/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.150
and 18.29.120.
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Written examination review procedures. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order
121), recodified as § 246-815-080, filed 12/27/90, effec-
tive 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.120(5).
WSR 90-12-068 (Order 064), § 308-25-037, filed
6/1/90, effective 7/2/90.] Repealed by WSR 98-14-123,
filed 7/1/98, effective 8/1/98. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.150 and 18.29.120.

Practical examination review procedures. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 18.29.120(5). WSR 92-15-033 (Order
284), § 246-815-090, filed 7/7/92, effective 8/7/92. Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049
(Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-090, filed
12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.120(5). WSR 90-12-068 (Order 064), § 308-25-
038, filed 6/1/90, effective 7/2/90.] Repealed by WSR
98-14-123, filed 7/1/98, effective 8/1/98. Statutory
Authority: RCW 18.29.150 and 18.29.120.

Exception application procedures for approval of dental
hygiene expanded functions education programs. [Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 43.70.280, 18.29.120, 18.29.140,
and 18.29.150. WSR 04-20-049, § 246-815-115, filed
10/1/04, effective 11/1/04. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.130(6) and 18.29.021 (1)(a). WSR 92-03-126
(Order 236), § 246-815-115, filed 1/21/92, effective
2/21/92.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-141, filed 10/19/18,
effective 11/19/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.-
210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.

Standards required for approval of dental hygiene
expanded functions education programs. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order
121), recodified as § 246-815-120, filed 12/27/90, effec-
tive 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW,
RCW 18.29.021, [18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR 90-
23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-073, filed 11/13/90,
effective 12/14/90.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-141, filed
10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
Renewal of licenses. [Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.-
040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-
815-150, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.24.020 and 43.24.024. WSR 82-06-
043 (Order 672), § 308-25-050, filed 3/2/82.] Repealed
by WSR 98-05-060, filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98.
Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280.

General provisions. [Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.-
130 and 18.130.070. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), §
246-815-170, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049
(Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-170, filed
12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092 (Order PM 842), § 308-
25-080, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-141,
filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statutory Authority:
RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
Mandatory reporting. [Statutory Authority: RCW
43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as §
246-815-180, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092
(Order PM 842), § 308-25-090, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed
by WSR 18-21-141, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and
chapter 18.29 RCW.

Health care institutions. [Statutory Authority: RCW
43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as §
246-815-190, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092
(Order PM 842), § 308-25-100, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed
by WSR 18-21-141, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and
chapter 18.29 RCW.

Dental hygienist associations or societies. [Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order
121), recodified as § 246-815-200, filed 12/27/90, effec-
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tive 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.130.070.
WSR 89-14-092 (Order PM 842), § 308-25-110, filed
6/30/89.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-141, filed 10/19/18,
effective 11/19/18. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.

Health care service contractors and disability insurance
carriers. [Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR
91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-210,
filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority:
RCW 18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092 (Order PM 842),"§
308-25-120, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-
141, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statutory
Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter
18.29 RCW.

Professional liability carriers. [Statutory Authority:
RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodi-
fied as § 246-815-220, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092
(Order PM 842), § 308-25-130, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed
by WSR 18-21-141, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and
chapter 18.29 RCW.

Courts. [Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-
02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-230, filed
12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092 (Order PM 842), § 308-
25-140, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed by WSR 18-21-141,
filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statutory Authority:
RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
State and federal agencies. [Statutory Authority: RCW
43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as §
246-815-240, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092
(Order PM 842), § 308-25-150, filed 6/30/89.] Repealed
by WSR 18-21-141, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and
chapter 18.29 RCW.

Reinstatement of a dental hygiene expired license. [Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 18.29.071. WSR 94-04-005, §
246-815-300, filed 1/20/94, effective 2/20/94.]
Repealed by WSR 98-05-060, filed 2/13/98, effective
3/16/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280.
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WAC 246-815-010 Definitions. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) "Clinical record" means the portion of the patient
record that contains information regarding the patient exam,
dental hygiene care plan, treatment discussion, treatment per-
formed, patient progress, progress notes, referrals, studies,
tests, imaging of any type and any other information related
to the dental hygiene care or treatment of the patient.

(2) "Committee" means the dental hygiene examining
committee.

(3) "Dental hygienist" means an individual licensed
under chapter 18.29 RCW and this chapter.

(4) "Department” means the Washington state depart-
ment of health.

(5) "Financial record" means the portion of the patient
record that contains information regarding the financial
aspects of a patient's treatment including, but not limited to,
billing, treatment plan costs, payment agreements, payments,
insurance information or payment discussions held with a
patient, insurance company or person responsible for account
payments.

(6) "Group home" means a licensed facility that provides
its residents with twenty-four hour supervision. Depending
on the size, a group home may be licensed as an adult family
home under chapter 70.128 RCW or an assisted living facility
under chapter 18.20 RCW. Group homes provide community
residential instruction, supports, and services to two or more
clients who are unrelated to the provider.
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(7) "Home health agency" has the same meaning as in
chapter 70.126 RCW.

(8) "Hospital" has the same meaning as in RCW 70.41.-
020.

(9) "Notation" means a condensed or summarized writ-
ten record.

(10) "Nursing home" has the same meaning as in RCW
18.51.010(3).

(11) "Patient record" is the entire record of the patient
maintained by a practitioner that includes all clinical and
financial information related to the patient.

(12) "Secretary" means the secretary of the department
of health or the secretary's designee.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-010, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.]

WAC 246-815-020 Dental hygiene licensure—Eligi-
bility and application requirements. An applicant for a
dental hygiene license shall submit to the department the fol-
lowing:

(1) An initial application on forms provided by the
department;

(2) The fee required under WAC 246-815-990;

(3) Proof of successful completion of the Washington
state dental hygiene drug and law jurisprudence exam as
required by the department;

(4) Proof of completion of seven clock hours of HIV/
AIDS education as required in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part §;

(5) Official transcripts verifying successful completion
of an approved dental hygiene education program and proof
of successful completion of any applicable expanded educa-
tion programs approved under WAC 246-815-030. Official
transcripts must be sent directly to the department by the den-
tal hygiene education program(s). No other proof of success-
ful completion is acceptable;

(6) Official verification of passing the National Board
Dental Hygiene written examination, as offered by the Amer-
ican Dental Association. Official verification must be sent
directly to the department from the American Dental Associ-
ation Department of Testing Services; and

(7) Official verification of passing the dental hygiene
examinations as required in WAC 246-815-050. Official ver-
ification must be sent directly to the department from the test-
ing agency.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-020, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.280 and 18.29.130(7). WSR 15-15-144, § 246-
815-020, filed 7/20/15, effective 8/20/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.-
280, 18.29.120, 18.29.140, and 18.29.150. WSR 04-20-049, § 246-815-020,
filed 10/1/04, effective 11/1/04. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280. WSR
98-05-060, § 246-815-020, filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98. Statutory
Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW and RCW 18.20.150(4). WSR 95-16-102, §
246-815-020, filed 8/1/95, effective 9/1/95. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.29.130. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-815-020, filed 12/23/91,
effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049
(Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-020, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.
Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.021, [18.29.]045 and

[18.29.]130. WSR 90-23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-011, filed 11/13/90,
effective 12/14/90.]

WAC 246-815-030 Dental hygiene and expanded
functions education program requirements for licensure.
(1) To be eligible for initial dental hygiene licensure, the
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applicant must have successfully completed a dental hygiene
education program approved by the secretary. The secretary
accepts dental hygiene programs that are accredited by the
Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) relevant to the
accreditation of dental hygiene schools. Provided, that the
accredited education program's curriculum includes didactic
and clinical competency in:

(a) The administration of injections of local anesthetic;

(b) The administration of nitrous oxide analgesia;

(¢) The placement of restorations into cavities prepared
by a dentist; and

(d) The carving, contouring, and adjusting contacts and
occlusions of restorations.

(2) Dental hygiene expanded functions education pro-
grams approved by the secretary consistent with CODA stan-
dards whose curriculum does not include the didactic and
clinical competency as required under subsection (1)(a)
through (d) of this section will be accepted if the applicant
has successfully completed an expanded functions education
program(s) approved under WAC 246-815-130.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-030, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 18.29.130. WSR 07-22-109, § 246-815-030, filed
11/6/07, effective 12/7/07; WSR 94-05-053, § 246-815-030, filed 2/10/94,
effective 3/13/94; WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-815-030, filed
12/23/91, eftective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-
02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-030, filed 12/27/90, effective
1/31/91. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.021,

[18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR 90-23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-013,
filed 11/13/90, effective 12/14/90.]

WAC 246-815-050 Dental hygiene clinical examina-
tion. (1) An applicant seeking licensure in Washington by
examination must successfully complete the following:

(a) A dental hygiene clinical examination approved by
the committee:

(i) The Western Regional Examining Board (WREB)
dental hygiene clinical examinations effective May §, 1992;

(1) The Central Regional Dental Testing Services, Incor-
porated (CRDTS) dental hygiene clinical examinations effec-
tive 2003; and

(iii)) The Commission on Dental Competency Assess-
ments (CDCA) clinical examination effective January 1,
2000, through August 21, 2009, or after March 16, 2018.

(b) In lieu of the WREB, CRDTS, or CDCA examination
(or any of their subparts), the secretary may accept a substan-
tially equivalent examination (or substantially equivalent
examination subparts).

(2) The dental hygiene applicant must complete dental
hygiene practical examinations which consist of the follow-
ing competencies:

(a) Patient evaluation clinical competency including an
extra-oral and intra-oral examination;

(b) Prophylaxis clinical competency;

(c) Local anesthesia written and clinical competency;
and

(d) Restorative clinical competency.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-050, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.280, 18.29.120, 18.29.140, and 18.29.150. WSR
04-20-049, § 246-815-050, filed 10/1/04, effective 11/1/04. Statutory

Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW and RCW 18.20.150(4). WSR 95-16-102, §
246-815-050, filed 8/1/95, effective 9/1/95. Statutory Authority: RCW
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18.29.120(2). WSR 95-07-003, § 246-815-050, filed 3/2/95, effective
4/2/95. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121),
recodified as § 246-815-050, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory
Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.021, [18.29.]045 and [18.29.]-
130. WSR 90-23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-015, filed 11/13/90, effective
12/14/90. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.031. WSR 86-09-014 (Order PL
585), § 308-25-015, filed 4/7/86.]

WAC 246-815-100 Licensure by interstate endorse-
ment of credentials. An individual may be eligible for a
Washington state dental hygiene license if the applicant:

(1) Has successfully completed a dental hygiene educa-
tion program in compliance with the requirements listed in
WAC 246-815-030.

(2) Holds a valid, current, nonlimited license in another
state.

(3) Has been currently engaged in clinical practice at any
time within the previous year as a dental hygienist in another
state or in the discharge of official duties in the United States
Armed Services, Coast Guard, Public Health Services,
United States Department of Veteran Affairs, or Bureau of
Indian Affairs. Verification of licensure must be obtained
from the state of licensure, and any fees for verification
required by the state of licensure must be paid by the appli-
cant.

(4) Has successfully completed a dental hygiene exam-
ination where the other state's licensing standards are sub-
stantively equivalent to the licensing standards in the state of
Washington. The other state's examination must have
included the following portions and standards of compe-
tency.

(a) Written tests - The written tests mean the National
Board of Dental Hygiene examination as required in WAC
246-815-020.

(b) Practical tests - All portions must be graded anony-
mously by calibrated practicing dental hygienists or dental
hygienists and dentists. Examiners will be calibrated to the
standards of competency. The examination must have equiv-
alent patient selection criteria for the patient evaluation, pro-
phylaxis and anesthesia portions. In lieu of the WREB or
CRDTS practical tests, the secretary may accept substantially
equivalent tests. The practical tests include:

(i) Patient evaluation clinical competency including an
extra-oral and intra-oral examination;

(i1) Prophylaxis clinical competency;

(iii) Anesthesia clinical competency; and

(iv) Restorative clinical competency.

(c) If the secretary finds that another state's licensing
standards are substantively equivalent except for portion(s)
of the examination, the applicant may take that portion(s) to
qualify for interstate endorsement. The applicant must suc-
cessfully complete the portion(s) of the exam to qualify for
interstate endorsement.

(5) Has completed seven clock hours of HIV/AIDS edu-
cation as required in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8.

(6) Has passed the Washington state drug and law juris-
prudence examination.

(7) Submits a completed application on forms provided
by the department.

(8) Pays fees as required in WAC 246-815-990.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-100, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
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tory Authority: RCW 43.70.280, 18.29.120, 18.29.140, and 18.29.150. WSR
04-20-049, § 246-815-100, filed 10/1/04, effective 11/1/04. Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.280. WSR 98-05-060, § 246-815-100, filed 2/13/98,
effective 3/16/98. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW and RCW
18.20.150(4). WSR 95-16-102, § 246-815-100, filed 8/1/95, effective
9/1/95. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.045. WSR 93-06-042A (Order
332), § 246-815-100, filed 2/24/93, effective 3/27/93. Statutory Authority:
RCW 18.29.130. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-815-100, filed
12/23/91, eftective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-
02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-100, filed 12/27/90, effective
1/31/91. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.021,
[18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR 90-23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-041,
filed 11/13/90, effective 12/14/90.]

WAC 246-815-110 Application procedures for
approval of non-CODA accredited dental hygiene
expanded functions education programs. (1) An applicant
for approval of a non-CODA accredited dental hygiene
expanded functions education program shall submit to the
department:

(a) A completed application on forms provided by the
department;

(b) Fees as required in WAC 246-815-990; and

(c) A self-study guide which reflects requirements in
WAC 246-815-130.

(2) The department may conduct a site visit and evalua-
tion at the discretion of the secretary prior to approval.

(3) An approved dental hygiene expanded function edu-
cation program shall report in writing all modifications of the
approved program to the department at least sixty days prior
to modification.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-110, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.280, 18.29.120, 18.29.140, and 18.29.150. WSR
04-20-049, § 246-815-110, filed 10/1/04, effective 11/1/04. Statutory
Authority: RCW 18.29.130. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-815-110,
filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040.
WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-110, filed 12/27/90,
effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.-

021, [18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR 90-23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-
072, filed 11/13/90, effective 12/14/90.]

WAC 246-815-130 Curriculum requirements for
expanded functions dental hygiene education programs
approval. (1) Curriculum for expanded function dental
hygiene education programs approved by the secretary must
include didactic and clinical competency in:

(a) The administration of a local anesthetic, which must
include infiltration, field block and block dental injection
techniques for anesthesia of maxillary and mandibular peri-
odontium and teeth.

(b) The administration of nitrous oxide analgesia.

(c) Restorative dentistry, including how to place resto-
rations into a cavity prepared by the dentist and thereafter
carve, contour, and adjust contacts and occlusion of the resto-
ration.

(2) An expanded function dental hygiene education pro-
grams may apply for approval of one or more of the expanded
functions identified in subsection (1)(a) through (c) of this
section. Approval of the specific expanded function(s) educa-
tional program will be based on the applicable curriculum
listed in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) The expanded functions education program must
submit a completed application on forms provided by the
department and pay fees required under WAC 246-815-990.
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(4) Upon successful completion of approved expanded
functions education program, an applicant for a dental
hygienist license will be eligible to complete approved clini-
cal examinations required under WAC 246-815-050 in order
to meet initial licensure eligibility requirements under WAC
246-815-020.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-130, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as
§ 246-815-130, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: Chap-

ter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.021, [18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR 90-23-
011 (Order 098), § 308-25-074, filed 11/13/90, effective 12/14/90.]

WAC 246-815-140 Continuing education and
renewal requirements for dental hygienists. (1) To renew a
dental hygienist license, an individual must:

(a) Complete fifteen clock hours of continuing education
each year following the first license renewal,

(b) Maintain a current basic life support (BLS) for health
care providers certification; and

(c) Sign a declaration attesting to the completion of the
required number of hours as part of the annual renewal
requirement.

(2) The department will not authorize or approve specific
continuing education courses. Continuing education course
work must contribute to the professional knowledge and
development of the dental hygienist or enhance services pro-
vided to patients.

(3) Continuing education is defined as any of the follow-
ing activities:

(a) Continuing education courses offered or authorized
by industry recognized local, state, private, national and
international organizations, agencies or institutions of higher
learning. Examples of sponsors or types of continuing educa-
tion courses may include, but are not limited to:

(b)(1) The Washington State Dental Association, Ameri-
can Dental Association, National Dental Association, Wash-
ington Dental Hygienists' Association, American Dental
Hygienists' Association, National Dental Hygienists' Associ-
ation, including the constituent and component/branch soci-
eties;

(i1) BLS for health care providers, advanced cardiac life
support (ACLS), Occupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration (OSHA)/Washington Industrial Safety and Health Act
(WISHA), or emergency related training such as courses
offered or authorized by the American Heart Association or
the American Cancer Society, or any other organizations or
agencies;

(iii) Self-study through study clubs, books, research
materials, or other publications. The required documentation
for this activity is a summary of what was learned, not to
exceed five hours per year;

(iv) Distance learning. Distance learning includes, but is
not limited to: Correspondence course, webinar, audio/video
broadcasting, audio/video teleconferencing, computer aided
instruction, e-learning/online-learning, or computer broad-
casting/webcasting that includes an assessment tool upon
completion;

(v) A licensee who serves as an educator or who lectures
in continuing education programs or courses, that contribute
to the professional knowledge of a licensed dental hygienist

(10/19/18)



Dental Hygienists

may accumulate hours for the content preparation of the pro-
gram or course, not to exceed ten hours per year;

(vi) Attendance at a continuing education program with
a featured speaker(s);

(vii) Courses relating to practice organization and man-
agement, medical/dental insurance courses, or retirement, not
to exceed five hours per year;

(viii) Dental hygiene examination standardization/cali-
bration workshops and dental hygiene examination item
writer workshops, not to exceed ten hours per year;

(ix) Provision of clinical dental hygiene services in a
documented volunteer capacity when preceded by educa-
tional/instructional training prior to provision of services, not
to exceed five hours per year. Volunteering must be without
compensation and under appropriate supervision;

(x) A licensee who serves as a public health official or
employee, contractor for a state or local health agency, com-
munity prevention education expert, or works in a field that
relates to prevention activities in public health dentistry, may
accumulate hours for the content preparation of providing
services, education, or training to the underserved, rural, and
at risk populations, not to exceed five hours per year; and

(xi) College courses.

(4) The department may randomly audit up to twenty-
five percent of practitioners for compliance with the require-
ments in this section after the credential is renewed as
allowed by chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 7.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-140, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.280 and 18.29.130(7). WSR 15-15-144, § 246-
815-140, filed 7/20/15, effective 8/20/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.-
280. WSR 98-05-060, § 246-815-140, filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98. Stat-
utory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified
as § 246-815-140, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority:
Chapter 18.29 RCW, RCW 18.29.021, [18.29.]045 and [18.29.]130. WSR
90-23-011 (Order 098), § 308-25-180, filed 11/13/90, effective 12/14/90.]

WAC 246-815-155 Dental hygienist suicide preven-
tion education. Effective August 1, 2020, a licensed dental
hygienist must complete a department-approved one-time
training that is at least three hours in length for suicide assess-
ment that includes screening and referral.

(1) This training must be completed by the end of the
first full continuing education reporting period after August
1, 2020, or during the first full continuing education reporting
period after initial licensure, whichever is later.

(2) Training approved by the department for this require-
ment must be on the department's model list as authorized in
chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 14.

(3) Training completed between July 23, 2017, and
August 1, 2020, that meets the requirements of this section, is
accepted as meeting the one-time training requirement of this
section.

(4) The hours spent completing the training in suicide
assessment under this section count toward meeting applica-
ble continuing education requirements for dental hygiene
license renewal.

[Statutory Authority: 2017 ¢ 262. WSR 18-21-040, § 246-815-155, filed
10/8/18, effective 11/8/18.]
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WAC 246-815-160 Standards of dental hygiene prac-
tice. A dental hygienist working under the appropriate super-
vision of a licensed dentist shall perform the following tasks:

(1) Assessment, which must include:

(a) Documentation of patient history.

(1) Recording current and past dental oral health care;
and

(i) Collection of health history data including the
patient's:

(A) Current and past health status;

(B) Pharmacologic considerations;

(C) Additional considerations;

(D) Record vital signs and compare with previous read-
ings; and

(E) Consultation with appropriate health care provider(s)
as indicated.

(b) A comprehensive clinical evaluation:

(i) An inspection of the head and neck and oral cavity
including an oral cancer screening, evaluation of trauma and
a temporomandibular joint (TMJ) assessment;

(i1) Evaluation for further diagnostics including radio-
graphs;

(iii) Comprehensive periodontal evaluation that includes
the documentation of:

(A) Full mouth periodontal charting:

(D) Probing depths;

(IT) Bleeding points;

(IIT) Suppuration;

(IV) Mucogingival relationship and defects;

(V) Recession;

(VI) Attachment level or loss.

(B) Presence, degree and distribution of plaque and cal-
culus;

(C) Gingival health and disease;

(D) Bone height and bone loss;

(E) Mobility and fremitus;

(F) Presence, location and extent of furcation involve-
ment; and

(G) A comprehensive hard tissue evaluation that
includes the charting conditions and oral habits to include:

(I) Demineralization;

(II) Caries;

(IIT) Defects;

(IV) Sealants;

(V) Existing restorations and potential needs;

(VI) Anomalies;

(VII) Occlusion;

(VIII) Fixed and removable prostheses; and

(IX) Missing teeth.

(c) Risk assessments.

(2) A dental hygiene analysis of assessment findings.
The dental hygienist shall:

(a) Analyze and interpret all assessment data to evaluate
clinical findings and formulate the dental hygiene care plan;

(b) Determine patient needs that can be improved
through the delivery of dental hygiene care; and

(c) Incorporate the dental hygiene care plan into the
overall dental treatment plan.
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(3) Dental hygiene care planning. The dental hygienist
shall:

(a) Identify, prioritize and sequence dental hygiene inter-
vention;

(b) Coordinate resources to facilitate comprehensive
quality care;

(c) Collaborate with the dentist and other health and den-
tal care providers and community-based oral health pro-
grams;

(d) Present and document dental hygiene care plan to
patient;

(e) Explain treatment rationale, risks, benefits, antici-
pated outcomes, treatment alternatives, and prognosis; and

(f) Obtain and document informed consent or informed
refusal.

(4) Care plan implementation. The dental hygienist shall:

(a) Review and implement the dental hygiene care plan
with the patient or caregiver;

(b) Modify the plan as necessary and obtain consent;

(c) Communicate with patient or caregiver appropriate
for age, language, culture and learning style; and

(d) Confirm the plan for continuing care.

(5) Dental hygiene evaluation. The dental hygienist
shall:

(a) Use measurable assessment criteria to evaluate the
outcomes of dental hygiene care;

(b) Communicate to the patient, dentists and other
health/dental care providers the outcomes of dental hygiene
care; and

(c) Collaborate to determine the need for additional diag-
nostics, treatment, referral education and continuing care
based on treatment outcomes and self-care behaviors.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-160, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 18.29.130, 18.29.076 and 18.130.050. WSR 92-02-018
(Order 224), § 246-815-160, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as §
246-815-160, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW

18.29.076 and 18.130.050(12). WSR 89-16-096 (Order PM 858), § 308-25-
170, filed 8/2/89, effective 9/2/89.]

WAC 246-815-164 Patient record content. (1) A den-
tal hygienist who treats patients shall maintain legible, com-
plete, and accurate patient records.

(2) The patient record must contain the clinical records
and the financial records.

(3) The clinical record must include at least the follow-
ing information for each entry:

(a) The signature, initials, or electronic verification of
the individual making the entry note;

(b) The identity of who provided treatment if treatment
was provided;

(c) The date of each patient record entry;

(d) The physical examination findings documented by
subjective complaints, objective findings, an assessment of
the patient's condition, and plan;

(e) A dental hygiene treatment plan based on the analysis
of assessment findings;

(f) Up-to-date dental hygiene and medical history that
may affect dental hygiene treatment;

(g) A complete description of all treatment/procedures
administered at each visit;
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(h) An accurate record of any medication(s) adminis-
tered;

(i) Referrals and any communication to and from any
health care provider;

(j) Notation of communication to or from the patient or
minor patient's parent or guardian, including:

(i) Notation of the informed consent discussion. This is a
discussion of potential risk(s) and benefit(s) of proposed
treatment, and alternatives to treatment, including no treat-
ment;

(i1) Notation of posttreatment instructions or reference to
an instruction pamphlet given to the patient;

(iii) Notation regarding patient complaints or concerns
associated with treatment, this includes complaints or con-
cerns obtained in person, by phone call, email, mail, or text;
and

(iv) Termination of hygienist-patient relationship.

(4) Clinical record entries must not be erased or deleted
from the record.

(a) Mistaken handwritten entries must be corrected with
a single line drawn through the incorrect information. New or
corrected information must be initialed and dated.

(b) If the record is an electronic record then a record
audit trail must be maintained with the record that includes a
time and date, history of deletions, and edits and corrections
to the electronically signed records.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-164, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.]

WAC 246-815-166 Patient record retention and
accessibility requirements. (1) A dental hygienist working
for health care facilities or senior centers under RCW 18.29.-
056 shall keep readily accessible patient records for at least
six years from the date of the last treatment.

(2) A dental hygienist shall respond to a written request
from a patient to examine or copy a patient's record within
fifteen working days after receipt. A dental hygienist shall
comply with chapter 70.02 RCW for all patient record
requests.

(3) A dental hygienist shall comply with the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act, 45 C.F.R. Part
164.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-166, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.]

WAC 246-815-250 Cooperation with investigation.
(1) A licensee must comply with a request for records, docu-
ments, or explanation from an investigator who is acting on
behalf of the secretary of the department of health by submit-
ting the requested items within fourteen calendar days of
receipt of the request by either the licensee or their attorney,
whichever is first. If the licensee fails to comply with the
request within fourteen calendar days, the investigator will
contact that individual or their attorney by telephone or letter
as a reminder.

(2) Investigators may extend the time for response if the
request for extension does not exceed seven calendar days.
Any other requests for extension of time may be granted by
the secretary or the secretary's designee.

(3) If the licensee fails to comply with the request within
three business days after receiving the reminder, a subpoena
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will be served to obtain the requested items. A statement of
charges may be issued pursuant to RCW 18.130.180(8) for
failure to cooperate. If there is sufficient evidence to support
additional charges, those charges may be included in the
statement of charges.

(4) If the licensee complies with the request after the
issuance of the statement of charges, the secretary or the sec-
retary's designee will decide if the charges will be prosecuted
or settled. If the charges are to be settled the settlement pro-
posal will be negotiated by the secretary's designee. Settle-
ments are not considered final until the secretary signs the
settlement agreement.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.130 and 18.130.070. WSR 92-02-018
(Order 224), § 246-815-250, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as §

246-815-250, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW
18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092 (Order PM 842), § 308-25-160, filed 6/30/89.]

WAC 246-815-260 Offsite supervision. Offsite super-
vision means that a licensed dental hygienist has entered into
a written practice plan under RCW 18.29.056 with a dentist
licensed in Washington. The dentist must agree to be avail-
able for contact as documented in the practice plan. The den-
tal hygienist must submit the practice plan to the department
for approval. Offsite supervision does not require the physi-
cal presence of the supervising dentist at the treatment site.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.130 and 18.29.056. WSR 08-12-076, §
246-815-260, filed 6/3/08, effective 7/4/08.]

WAC 246-815-265 Service location while working
for a health care facility. A dental hygienist working for a
health care facility under RCW 18.29.056 is limited to pro-
viding treatment to patients, students and residents of the
health care facility. The services performed while employed,
retained or contracted by the health care facility must be pro-
vided in a location affiliated with one of the health care facil-
ities defined in RCW 18.29.056(2).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-265, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18.]

WAC 246-815-990 Dental hygiene fees and renewal
cycle. (1) Licenses must be renewed every year on the practi-
tioner's birthday as provided in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 2.

(2) The following nonrefundable fees will be charged:

Title of Fee Fee
Application examination and reexamination . . $100.00
Renewal ........ .. .. ... ... ... ..... 50.00
Late renewal penalty .................... 50.00
Expired license reissuance . . .............. 50.00
Credentialing application................. 100.00
Limited license application ............... 100.00
Limited license renewal . . . ............... 50.00
Limited license late renewal penalty . . ... ... 50.00
Expired limited license reissuance. .. ....... 50.00
Duplicate license .. ..................... 15.00
Verification of license ................... 25.00
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Title of Fee Fee
200.00

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.29.210, 43.70.280, and chapter 18.29 RCW.
WSR 18-21-141, § 246-815-990, filed 10/19/18, effective 11/19/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 43.70.110, 43.70.250, 2008 ¢ 329. WSR 08-15-014, §
246-815-990, filed 7/7/08, effective 7/7/08. Statutory Authority: RCW
43.70.250, [43.70.]280 and 43.70.110. WSR 05-12-012, § 246-815-990,
filed 5/20/05, effective 7/1/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.250. WSR
05-01-018, § 246-815-990, filed 12/2/04, effective 3/22/05; WSR 03-07-
095, § 246-815-990, filed 3/19/03, effective 7/1/03. Statutory Authority:
RCW 43.70.280. WSR 98-05-060, § 246-815-990, filed 2/13/98, effective
3/16/98. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.29 RCW and RCW 18.20.150(4).
WSR 95-16-102, § 246-815-990, filed 8/1/95, effective 9/1/95. Statutory
Authority: RCW 43.70.250. WSR 94-02-059, § 246-815-990, filed 1/3/94,
effective 3/1/94. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.250 and 1993 ¢ 323. WSR
93-16-073, § 246-815-990, filed 8/2/93, effective 9/2/93. Statutory Author-
ity: RCW 43.70.250. WSR 91-13-002 (Order 173), § 246-815-990, filed
6/6/91, effective 7/7/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 91-02-
049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-815-990, filed 12/27/90, effective
1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.250. WSR 90-04-094 (Order 029),
§ 308-25-065, filed 2/7/90, effective 3/10/90. Statutory Authority: RCW
43.24.086. WSR 87-10-028 (Order PM 650), § 308-25-065, filed 5/1/87.
Statutory Authority: 1983 ¢ 168 § 12. WSR 83-17-031 (Order PL 442), §
308-25-065, filed 8/10/83. Formerly WAC 308-25-060.]

Education program evaluation.............
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