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PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT/ETHICS

246-933-010

WAC 246-933-010  Definitions. For the purposes of 
this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the 
following meanings unless the context clearly indicates oth-
erwise. Unless stated, words used in the singular may be read 
in the plural.

(1) "Advertise" means to announce publicly by any form 
of media in order to aid directly or indirectly in the sale of a 
commodity or service.

(2) "Animal" means any species normally recognized as 
treatable by veterinary medicine.

(3) "Controlled substances" as defined in RCW 69.50.-
101.

(4) "Department" means the department of health.
(5) "Drugs" as defined in RCW 69.50.101.
(6) "Health certificate" means a document prepared pur-

suant to law and which attests to the fact that an animal is in 
a certain state of health.

(7) "Patient" means any animal under the care and treat-
ment of a veterinarian.

(8) "Secretary" means the secretary of the department of 
health.

(9) "Veterinary board of governors" is that board 
appointed by the governor pursuant to chapter 18.92 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 93-08-029 (Order 353B), § 
246-933-010, filed 3/30/93, effective 4/30/93; WSR 91-24-098 (Order 
221B), § 246-933-010, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 
(Order 108B), recodified as § 246-933-010, filed 12/28/90, effective 
1/31/91; Order PL 179, § 308-150-005, filed 11/27/74.]

246-933-020

WAC 246-933-020  Objectives. The principal objec-
tives of the veterinary profession are to render veterinary ser-
vices to society, to assist in conserving livestock resources, 
and to assist in relieving suffering of animals. The veterinar-
ian shall always endeavor to act in such a manner to further 
these objectives.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-020, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-020, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-006, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-030

WAC 246-933-030  Degree of skills. The veterinarian 
shall endeavor to keep abreast of new developments in veter-
inary medicine, surgery and dentistry, and shall endeavor to 
improve his or her knowledge and skill in the practice of vet-
erinary medicine, surgery and dentistry.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-030, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-030, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-007, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-040

WAC 246-933-040  Exercise of professional judgment 
and skills. The veterinarian shall not accept employment 
under terms and conditions that interfere with the free exer-
cise of the veterinarian's professional judgment or infringe 
upon the utilization of his or her professional skills.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-040, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-008, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-050

WAC 246-933-050  Emergency care of animals of 
unknown ownership. The veterinarian shall endeavor to 
provide at least minimal treatment to alleviate the suffering 
of an animal presented in the absence of the owner or the 
owner's agent.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-050, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-050, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 86-01-
085 (Order PL 575), § 308-150-009, filed 12/18/85; WSR 80-09-106 (Order 
PL 351), § 308-150-009, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-060

WAC 246-933-060  Patient abandonment. The veteri-
narian shall always be free to accept or reject a particular 
patient, but once care is undertaken, the veterinarian shall not 
neglect the patient, as long as the person presenting the 
patient requests and authorizes the veterinarian's services for 
the particular problem. Emergency treatment not authorized 
by the owner shall not constitute acceptance of a patient.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-060, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-011, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-070

WAC 246-933-070  Emergency services. (1) Emer-
gency services shall mean the delivery of veterinary care by a 
licensed veterinarian during the hours when the majority of 
regional, daytime veterinary practices have no regularly 
scheduled office hours (are closed).

(2) Emergency service shall be provided at all times. 
This requirement does not mean that a veterinary medical 
facility shall be open to the public at all times but that the pro-
vision of professional services must be accomplished by 
appropriate means including the assignment of veterinarians 
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 2] (12/21/18)
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or cooperation between practices or after-hours emergency 
veterinary medical facilities serving the area. In the absence 
of an emergency veterinary medical facility serving the area, 
the phone shall be answered at all times so that inquirers can 
be told if the veterinarian is available and, if not, where emer-
gency service is available.

(3) A veterinarian who represents, in any way, that he or 
she provides emergency veterinary services, including but 
not limited to, using names or terms such as "after hours 
clinic," or "after hours veterinary hospital," or use of the word 
"emergency" in any way, shall include in all advertisements 
the following information:

The availability of the veterinarian who is to provide 
emergency services, in print at least as large as that used to 
advertise the availability of emergency services, as either:

(a) "Veterinarian on premises," or term of like import, 
which phrase shall be used when there is a veterinarian actu-
ally present at the facility who is prepared to render veteri-
nary services and the hours such services are available; or

(b) "Veterinarian on call," or term of like import, which 
phrase shall be used when the veterinarian is not present at 
the hospital, but is able to respond within a reasonable time to 
requests for emergency veterinary services and has been des-
ignated to so respond.

(4) All licensees shall comply with this section by 
December 1, 1989.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-070, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-070, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 88-08-
033 (Order PM 719), § 308-150-013, filed 4/1/88; WSR 86-01-085 (Order 
PL 575), § 308-150-013, filed 12/18/85.]

246-933-080

WAC 246-933-080  Honesty, integrity and fair deal-
ing. A veterinarian's practice shall be conducted on the high-
est plane of honesty, integrity and fair dealing with clients in 
time and services rendered, and in the amount charged for 
services, facilities, appliances and drugs. It is unprofessional 
and unethical for a veterinarian to attempt to mislead or 
deceive a client or to make untruthful statements or represen-
tations to a client.

It is also unprofessional and unethical for a veterinarian 
to attempt to dissuade a client from filing a disciplinary com-
plaint by, but not limited to, a liability release, waiver, or 
written agreement, wherein the client assumes all risk or 
releases the veterinarian from liability for any harm, damage, 
or injury to an animal while under the care, custody, or treat-
ment by the veterinarian.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-080, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-080, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory 
Authority: 1988 c 206 § 604 and RCW 18.92.030. WSR 89-10-076 (Order 
PM 836), § 308-150-014, filed 5/3/89. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. 
WSR 86-01-085 (Order PL 575), § 308-150-014, filed 12/18/85.]

246-933-090

WAC 246-933-090  Validation of health certificate. It 
is unethical to sign or otherwise validate any health certifi-
cate without actually, physically inspecting the animal. A 
health certificate shall be dated as of the time of examination.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-090, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-090, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order PL 
179, § 308-150-030, filed 11/27/74.]

246-933-100

WAC 246-933-100  Inspection of animals. It is unethi-
cal for a veterinarian when employed to inspect an animal for 
health and soundness, to accept a fee or other compensation 
in relation to the inspection from a person other than the vet-
erinarian's employer.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-100, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-100, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order PL 
179, § 308-150-035, filed 11/27/74.]

246-933-110WAC 246-933-110  Drugs and controlled substances.
It is unethical to violate any laws or regulations of either the 
state of Washington or the United States relating to prescrip-
tion drugs or controlled substances.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-110, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order PL 
179, § 308-150-045, filed 11/27/74.]

246-933-130

WAC 246-933-130  Minimum sanitary conditions. It 
is unethical for a veterinarian to own or operate a clinic, 
office, hospital, mobile veterinary clinic, or other animal 
facility contrary to the health and sanitary standards as estab-
lished by the rules and regulations as adopted by the veteri-
nary board of governors.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-130, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order PL 
179, § 308-150-055, filed 11/27/74.]

246-933-140WAC 246-933-140  Prohibited publicity and advertis-
ing. A veterinarian shall not, on behalf of himself or herself, 
any partner, associate or other veterinarian affiliated with his 
or her office or clinic, use or allow to be used any form of 
public communication or advertising which:

(1) Is false, fraudulent, deceptive or misleading;
(2) Refers to secret methods of treatment;
(3) Is not identified as a paid advertisement or solicita-

tion;
(4) States or implies that a veterinarian is a certified spe-

cialist unless the veterinarian is certified in such specialty by 
a board recognized by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-140, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-140, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-060, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-150WAC 246-933-150  Honoring of publicity and adver-
tisements. (1) If a veterinarian advertises a fee for a service, 
the veterinarian shall render that service for no more than the 
fee advertised.

(2) Unless otherwise specified in the advertisement, if a 
veterinarian publishes any fee information, the veterinarian 
shall be bound by any representation made therein for the 
periods specified in the following categories:

(a) If in a publication which is published more frequently 
than one time per month, for a period of not less than thirty 
days after such publication.

(b) If in a publication which is published once a month or 
less frequently, until the publication of the succeeding issue.

(c) If in a publication which has no fixed date for publi-
cation of the succeeding issue, for a reasonable period of time 
after publication, but in no event less than one year.
(12/21/18) [Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 3]
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-150, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-150, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-061, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-160

WAC 246-933-160  Prohibited transactions. A veteri-
narian shall not compensate or give anything of value to rep-
resentatives of the press, radio, television or other communi-
cation media in anticipation of or in return for professional 
publicity of any individual veterinarian in a news item.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-160, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-09-
106 (Order PL 351), § 308-150-062, filed 7/23/80.]

246-933-190

WAC 246-933-190  Adjudicative proceedings. The 
board adopts the model procedural rules for adjudicative pro-
ceedings as adopted by the department of health and con-
tained in chapter 246-11 WAC, including subsequent amend-
ments.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 93-21-007, § 246-933-190, 
filed 10/7/93, effective 11/7/93.]

246-933-200

WAC 246-933-200  Veterinary-client-patient rela-
tionship. A veterinary-client-patient relationship is the basis 
for interaction between veterinarians and their clients and 
patients.

(1) A veterinary-client-patient relationship exists when 
all of the following conditions have been met:

(a) The veterinarian has assumed responsibility for mak-
ing clinical judgments regarding the health of the animal(s) 
and need for medical treatment, and the client or key party as 
defined in WAC 246-934-020 has agreed to follow the 
instructions of the veterinarian.

(b) The veterinarian has sufficient knowledge of the ani-
mal(s) to initiate, at a minimum, a general or preliminary 
diagnosis of the medical conditions of the animal(s). This 
means the veterinarian:

(i) Has examined the animal(s) within the last year, or 
sooner if medically appropriate; or

(ii) In cases involving operations with several animals, 
such as encountered at farms, laboratories, or in shelters, is 
personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the ani-
mal(s) by virtue of an examination of the animal(s) or by 
medically appropriate and timely visits to the premises where 
the animal(s) are kept.

(c) The veterinarian is readily available for follow-up 
evaluation or has arranged for emergency coverage and con-
tinuing care and treatment.

(2) The veterinarian shall not establish a veterinary-cli-
ent-patient relationship solely by telephonic or other elec-
tronic means. However, once established, a veterinary-client-
patient relationship may be maintained between medically 
necessary examinations via telephone or other types of con-
sultations.

(3) The veterinary-client-patient relationship may be ter-
minated under these conditions:

(a) Veterinarians may terminate a veterinary-client-
patient relationship as long as the termination does not con-
stitute patient abandonment as described in WAC 246-933-
060.

(b) If there is an ongoing medical or surgical condition, 
the patient should be referred to another veterinarian for diag-
nosis, care, and treatment.

(c) Clients may terminate the veterinary-client-patient 
relationship at any time.

(4) For animals or animal products for food consump-
tion:

(a) There must be a written agreement with the client that 
identifies the farm veterinarian of record (VOR) who is 
accountable for drug use and treatments administered to the 
animals on the farm operation;

(b) The VOR is the responsible party for providing 
appropriate oversight of drug use on the farm operation. 
Oversight includes establishment of diagnostic and treatment 
protocols, training of personnel, review of treatment records, 
monitoring drug inventories, assuring appropriate labeling of 
drugs, and monitoring compliance and outcomes. Veterinary 
oversight of drug use must include all drugs used on the farm 
regardless of the distribution of the drugs to the farm;

(c) Provision of drugs or drug prescriptions must be for 
specific time frames appropriate to the scope and type of 
operation involved and only for the management groups 
within the operation that the VOR has direct involvement and 
oversight;

(d) A veterinarian issuing a veterinary feed directive 
(VFD) must comply with applicable federal law, including 21 
C.F.R. 558.6.

(5) Medical records must be maintained pursuant to 
WAC 246-933-320(7).

(6)(a) A veterinarian shall use or prescribe drugs only 
within the context of a veterinary-client-patient relationship. 
Veterinary prescription drugs are restricted by federal law, 
under 21 U.S.C. Sec. 353(f), to be used by or on the order of 
a licensed veterinarian.

(b) Extra label use is legal only when ordered by a veter-
inarian and within the context of a veterinary-client-patient 
relationship.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 16-11-004, § 246-933-200, 
filed 5/4/16, effective 6/4/16.]

VETERINARIAN EDUCATION AND EXAMINATION 
REQUIREMENTS

246-933-220

WAC 246-933-220  Approval of courses. A course of 
instruction conducted by a school, that has obtained accredi-
tation of the course of instruction in the care and treatment of 
animals from the American Veterinary Medical Association, 
is an approved course within the meaning of section 1, chap-
ter 44, Laws of 1974 1st ex. sess., RCW 18.92.015.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-220, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order PL 
179, § 308-151-050, filed 11/27/74.]

246-933-250

WAC 246-933-250  Examination and licensure 
requirements. To qualify for licensure in this state, a candi-
date must:

(1) Successfully complete either the North American 
Veterinary Licensing Examination (NAVLE), or the National 
Board Examination for Veterinary Medical Licensing (NBE), 
with the Clinical Competency Test (CCT); and
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 4] (12/21/18)
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(2) Successfully complete the Washington state jurispru-
dence examination; and

(3) Be a graduate of a program that is accredited by the 
American Veterinary Medical Association. A person who is a 
graduate of a college of veterinary medicine not accredited by 
the American Veterinary Medical Association must:

(a) Successfully complete the American Veterinary 
Medical Association's Educational Commission for Foreign 
Veterinary Graduates program (ECFVG); or

(b) Successfully complete the American Association of 
Veterinary State Board's Program for the Assessment of Vet-
erinary Education Equivalence (PAVE); and

(4) Complete four clock hours of AIDS education as 
required in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 07-20-036, § 246-933-250, 
filed 9/25/07, effective 10/26/07; WSR 01-02-066, § 246-933-250, filed 
12/29/00, effective 1/29/01; WSR 92-17-076 (Order 299B), § 246-933-250, 
filed 8/19/92, effective 9/19/92; WSR 92-03-074 (Order 235B), § 246-933-
250, filed 1/14/92, effective 2/14/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodi-
fied as § 246-933-250, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 88-08-033 
(Order PM 719), § 308-151-080, filed 4/1/88; WSR 85-03-085 (Order PL 
509), § 308-151-080, filed 1/18/85. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 
and 18.92.070. WSR 83-07-050 (Order PL 429), § 308-151-080, filed 
3/18/83. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 80-05-032 (Order 340), 
§ 308-151-080, filed 4/15/80.]

246-933-255

WAC 246-933-255  How to obtain a temporary prac-
tice permit while the national background check is com-
pleted. Fingerprint-based national background checks may 
cause a delay in licensing. Individuals who satisfy all other 
licensing requirements and qualifications may receive a tem-
porary practice permit while the national background check 
is completed.

(1) A temporary practice permit may be issued to an 
applicant who:

(a) Holds an unrestricted, active license to practice veter-
inary medicine, surgery and dentistry in another state that has 
substantially equivalent licensing standards to those in Wash-
ington state;

(b) Is not subject to denial of a license or issuance of a 
conditional or restricted license; and

(c) Does not have a criminal record in Washington state.
(2) A temporary practice permit grants the individual the 

full scope of practice of veterinary medicine, surgery and 
dentistry.

(3) A temporary practice permit will not be renewed, 
reissued, or extended. A temporary practice permit expires 
when any one of the following occurs:

(a) The license is granted;
(b) A notice of decision on application is mailed to the 

applicant, unless the notice of decision on the application 
specifically extends the duration of the temporary practice 
permit; or

(c) One hundred eighty days after the temporary practice 
permit is issued.

(4) To receive a temporary practice permit, the applicant 
must:

(a) Submit the necessary application, fee(s), and docu-
mentation for the license.

(b) Meet all requirements and qualifications for the 
license, except the results from a fingerprint-based national 
background check, if required.

(c) Provide verification of having an active unrestricted 
license to practice veterinary medicine, dentistry and surgery 
from another state that has substantially equivalent licensing 
standards as Washington state.

(d) Submit the fingerprint card and a written request for 
a temporary practice permit when the department notifies the 
applicant the national background check is required.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.130.064, 18.130.075, and 18.92.030. WSR 
10-06-056, § 246-933-255, filed 2/24/10, effective 3/27/10.]

246-933-265

WAC 246-933-265  Scope of Washington state juris-
prudence examination. (1) The Washington state jurispru-
dence examination consists of multiple choice questions 
relating to state laws and administrative regulations in the 
practice of veterinary medicine.

(2) A candidate may take the Washington state jurispru-
dence examination up to six months prior to graduation from 
an approved course of study.

(3) The passing score on the examination is ninety per-
cent.

(4) A candidate may retake the examination by submit-
ting an application and fee to the department of health.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 07-20-036, § 246-933-265, 
filed 9/25/07, effective 10/26/07.]

246-933-270

WAC 246-933-270  Examination results. The board 
accepts the following minimum passing score for licensure 
examinations.

(1) The minimum passing score for the North American 
Veterinary Licensing Examination (NAVLE) is the criterion-
referenced passing score established by the National Board of 
Veterinary Medical Examiners.

(2) The minimum passing score before December 1982 
for the National Board Examination for Veterinary Medical 
Licensing (NBE), and the Clinical Competency Test (CCT) is 
1.5 standard deviation below the mean of the criterion popu-
lation. From December 1992 through April 2000 the mini-
mum passing score is the criterion referenced passing score 
required by the National Board of Veterinary Medical Exam-
iners.

(3) The minimum passing score on the Washington state 
jurisprudence examination is ninety percent.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 07-20-036, § 246-933-270, 
filed 9/25/07, effective 10/26/07; WSR 01-02-066, § 246-933-270, filed 
12/29/00, effective 1/29/01; WSR 92-17-076 (Order 299B), § 246-933-270, 
filed 8/19/92, effective 9/19/92; WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 246-933-
270, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodi-
fied as § 246-933-270, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 85-07-021 
(Order PL 523), § 308-151-100, filed 3/13/85; WSR 85-03-085 (Order PL 
509), § 308-151-100, filed 1/18/85. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 
and 18.92.070. WSR 83-07-050 (Order PL 429), § 308-151-100, filed 
3/18/83. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 80-16-023 (Order PL 
358), § 308-151-100, filed 10/29/80; WSR 80-05-032 (Order 340), § 308-
151-100, filed 4/15/80.]

246-933-275

WAC 246-933-275  Reactivation of an expired veteri-
nary license. (1) To reactivate a veterinary license that has 
been expired for three years or less, the veterinarian must 
meet the requirements of chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 2.

(2) To reactivate a veterinary license that has been 
expired for more than three years, the practitioner must:
(12/21/18) [Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 5]
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(a) Submit verification of unrestricted licensure in 
another state or jurisdiction; and

(b) Submit documentation of two hundred hours of 
active practice within each of the previous three years within 
that state or jurisdiction.

For purposes of this subsection, documentation of licen-
sure and active practice in a foreign country is acceptable if 
there is an American Veterinary Medical Association accred-
ited school or college of veterinary medicine in that country.

(3) To reactivate a veterinary license that has been 
expired for more than three years, when the veterinarian has 
not held an unrestricted license and has not been in active 
practice, the veterinarian must:

(a) Successfully complete the current North American 
Veterinary Licensing Examination as provided in WAC 246-
933-250(1); and

(b) Meet the continuing education requirements of WAC 
246-12-040 and chapter 246-933 WAC.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 14-06-067, § 246-933-275, 
filed 2/28/14, effective 3/31/14.]

246-933-285

WAC 246-933-285  HIV/AIDS prevention and infor-
mation education requirements. An applicant shall com-
plete four clock hours of HIV/AIDS education as required in 
chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 8.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 19-02-033, § 246-933-285, 
filed 12/21/18, effective 1/21/19.]

246-933-295

WAC 246-933-295  Temporary practice permit—
Military spouse. A military spouse or state registered 
domestic partner of a military person may receive a tempo-
rary practice permit while completing any specific additional 
requirements that are not related to training or practice stan-
dards for the profession. The board adopts the procedural 
rules as adopted by the department of health in WAC 246-12-
051.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.340.020. WSR 18-05-089, § 
246-933-295, filed 2/20/18, effective 3/23/18.]

246-933-300

WAC 246-933-300  Veterinary specialty licensure. (1) 
A person may be licensed to practice only specialized veteri-
nary medicine in Washington state. Application for specialty 
licensure shall be made on forms provided by the secretary 
and include:

(a) Official transcript or other evidence of graduation 
from an American Veterinary Medical Association approved 
or accredited college or university; or

(b) Certification that the applicant has successfully com-
pleted either:

(i) The American Veterinary Medical Association's Edu-
cational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates; or

(ii) The American Association of Veterinary State 
Board's Program for the Assessment of Veterinary Education 
Equivalence (PAVE); and

(c) Documented licensure, in good standing, to practice 
veterinary medicine in any state, United States territory, or 
province of Canada; and

(d) Certification as a diplomate of a national board or 
college recognized in the specialty area for which application 
is submitted.

(2) Applicants must pass a written examination approved 
by the board pertaining to laws regulating the practice of vet-
erinary medicine in the state of Washington. Examination 
grades will be based on a possible score of one hundred per-
cent with a minimum passing score of ninety percent.

(3) At the time of license renewal, licensees must present 
evidence of continued certification by the veterinary spe-
cialty board authority.

(4) The veterinary board of governors recognizes all vet-
erinary medicine specialties recognized by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. The practice of a veterinar-
ian licensed as a specialized practitioner is limited to the spe-
cific specialty for which licensed.

(5) Individuals licensed as a veterinary specialist are sub-
ject to chapter 18.130 RCW.

(6) Veterinary specialty licensees shall be charged the 
impaired veterinarian assessment on each license issuance or 
renewal: Provided however, That no licensee shall pay more 
than one impaired veterinarian assessment per year.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030, 18.92.135. WSR 09-09-045, § 246-
933-300, filed 4/9/09, effective 5/10/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.-
030. WSR 92-17-076 (Order 299B), § 246-933-300, filed 8/19/92, effective 
9/19/92; WSR 92-03-074 (Order 235B), § 246-933-300, filed 1/14/92, effec-
tive 2/14/92.]

246-933-305WAC 246-933-305  Retired active credential. A prac-
titioner may obtain a retired active credential. Refer to the 
requirements of chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 5.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280. WSR 98-05-060, § 246-933-305, 
filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 
92-03-074 (Order 235B), § 246-933-305, filed 1/14/92, effective 2/14/92.]

FACILITIES AND PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 
STANDARDS

246-933-310WAC 246-933-310  Definitions. (1) Veterinary medi-
cal facility: Any premise, unit, structure or vehicle where 
any animal is received and/or confined to be examined, diag-
nosed or treated medically, surgically or prophylactically, as 
defined in RCW 18.92.010.

(2) Mobile clinic: A vehicle, including a camper, motor 
home, trailer or mobile home, used as a veterinary medical 
facility. A mobile clinic is not required for house calls or farm 
calls.

(3) Aseptic surgery: Aseptic surgical technique exists 
when everything that comes in contact with the wound is ster-
ile and precautions are taken to ensure such sterility during 
the procedure. These precautions include, but are not limited 
to, such things as the surgery room itself, sterilization proce-
dures, scrubbing hands and arms, sterile gloves, caps and 
masks, sterile long-sleeved gowns, and sterile draping and 
operative techniques.

(4) Antiseptic surgery: Antiseptic surgical technique 
exists when care is taken to avoid bacterial contamination but 
the precautions are not as thorough and extensive as in asep-
tic surgery. Surgeons and surgical assistants shall wear clean 
attire and sterile gloves, and the patient shall be appropriately 
draped. A separate sterile surgical pack shall be used for each 
animal.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-310, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-310, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 89-02-
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 6] (12/21/18)



Veterinarians—Veterinary Board 246-933-320
006 (Order PM 804), § 308-153-010, filed 12/27/88. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.92.030, 18.130.050 (1) and (12) and 1986 c 259 § 139. WSR 86-13-
070 (Order PM 600), § 308-153-010, filed 6/18/86; Order PL-236, § 308-
153-010, filed 2/18/76.]

246-933-320

WAC 246-933-320  General requirements for all vet-
erinary medical facilities. (1) Construction and mainte-
nance: All facilities shall be so constructed and maintained 
as to provide comfort and safety for patients and clients. All 
areas of the premises shall be maintained in a clean and 
orderly condition, free of objectionable odors. All facilities 
shall comply with applicable state, county and municipal 
laws, ordinances and regulations.

(2) Ventilation: Adequate heating and cooling shall be 
provided for the comfort of the animals, and the facility shall 
have sufficient ventilation in all areas.

(3) Lighting: Proper lighting shall be provided in all 
rooms utilized for the practice of veterinary medicine. Out-
side lighting shall be adequate to identify the building and to 
assist the clients.

(4) Water: Potable water shall be provided.
(5) Basic sanitation: Any equipment, instruments or 

facilities used in the treatment of animals shall be clean and 
sanitary at all times to protect against the spread of diseases, 
parasites and infection.

(6) Waste disposal: Covered waste containers, imper-
meable by water, shall be used for the removal and disposal 
of animal and food wastes, bedding, animal tissues, debris 
and other waste.

Disposal facilities shall be so operated as to minimize 
insect or other vermin infestation, and to prevent odor and 
disease hazards or other nuisance conditions.

The facility shall use refrigeration and employ a proce-
dure for the prompt, sanitary and esthetic disposal of dead 
animals which complies with all applicable state, county and 
municipal laws, ordinances and regulations.

(7) Records:
(a) Every veterinarian shall keep daily written records of 

the animals he or she treats.
(b) Separate records for companion animals shall be kept 

for each animal.
(c) The medical record for a litter may be recorded either 

on the dam's record or on a litter record until the individual 
animals are permanently placed or reach the age of three 
months.

(d) Records for food and fibre producing animals and 
animals kept in herds or flocks, etc., may be maintained on a 
group or owner or authorized agent basis.

(e) All records shall be legible, readily retrievable and 
shall be kept for a period of three years following the last 
treatment or examination.

(f) The author of all medical record entries must be iden-
tified by code or employee number, or initials.

(g) The records shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following:

(i) Name, address and telephone number of the owner or 
authorized agent.

(ii) Name, number or other identification of the animal or 
group.

(iii) Species, breed, age, sex, weight and color of the ani-
mal.

(iv) Immunization record.
(v) Beginning and ending dates of custody of the animal.
(h) The records must include sufficient information to 

justify the tentative diagnosis and to warrant the treatment. 
This would include, but not be limited to:

(i) A short history of the animal's condition as it pertains 
to its medical status.

(ii) Physical examination findings and any laboratory or 
other diagnostic tests performed or recommended.

(iii) Provisional or final diagnosis.
(iv) Treatment administered or recommended.
(v) Dosage and route of medications administered, pre-

scribed or dispensed.
(vi) Anesthesia dosage and route of administration.
(vii) Description of surgery performed.
(viii) Progress of the case.
(8) Veterinary medical records and medical images are 

the property of the veterinarian or the veterinary facility that 
originally ordered their preparation.

(9) When requested by the owner or authorized agent, 
copies of records will be made available as promptly as 
required by medical necessity or public health circumstances, 
but no later than ten working days upon the owner or autho-
rized agent's request.

(a) The veterinarian may charge the copying fee as set 
forth in WAC 246-08-400 as now or hereafter amended.

(b) A medical image shall be released upon the request 
of another veterinarian who has the authorization of the 
owner or authorized agent of the animal to which it pertains. 

The medical image shall be returned within ten working 
days following receipt of a written request from the originat-
ing veterinarian or veterinary facility. If the originating veter-
inarian provides a copy of the medical image, he or she may 
charge the actual costs of duplicating the medical image.

(10) Storage: All supplies, including food and bedding, 
shall be stored in facilities which adequately protect such 
supplies against infestation, contamination or deterioration. 
Refrigeration shall be provided for all supplies that are of a 
perishable nature, including foods, drugs and biologicals.

(11) Biologicals and drugs: Biologicals and other drugs 
shall be stored in such a manner as to prevent contamination 
and deterioration in accordance with the packaging and stor-
age requirements of the current editions of the U.S. Pharma-
copeia, 12601 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, Maryland 
20852, and the National Formulary, Mack Publishing Com-
pany, 20th and Northampton Streets, Easton, Pennsylvania 
18042 or manufacturers' recommendation.

All controlled substances shall be maintained in a locked 
cabinet or other suitable secure container in accordance with 
federal and Washington state laws.

Controlled substance records shall be readily retrievable, 
in accordance with federal and Washington state laws.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 10-11-120, § 246-933-320, 
filed 5/18/10, effective 6/18/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 
18.92.260. WSR 03-14-035, § 246-933-320, filed 6/23/03, effective 7/24/03. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 92-17-076 (Order 299B), § 246-
933-320, filed 8/19/92, effective 9/19/92; WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-320, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-320, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 88-08-
033 (Order PM 719), § 308-153-020, filed 4/1/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.92.030, 18.130.050 (1) and (12) and 1986 c 259 § 139. WSR 86-13-070 
(Order PM 600), § 308-153-020, filed 6/18/86; Order PL-236, § 308-153-
020, filed 2/18/76.]
(12/21/18) [Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 7]
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246-933-330

WAC 246-933-330  Minimum physical facilities. All 
veterinary medical facilities in which animals are received 
for medical, surgical or prophylactic treatment shall have the 
following minimum facilities, but are not limited to only 
these facilities:

(1) Reception room and office: Or a combination of the 
two.

(2) Examination room: Should be separate but may be 
combined with a room having a related function, such as a 
pharmacy or laboratory. It must be of sufficient size to 
accommodate the veterinarian, patient and client.

Examination tables shall have impervious surfaces. 
Waste receptacles shall be lined, covered or in a closed com-
partment, and properly maintained. A sink with clean or dis-
posable towels must be within easy access.

(3) Surgery: If surgery is performed, a separate and dis-
tinct area so situated as to keep contamination and infection 
to a minimum; provided, however, a separate and distinct 
room so situated as to keep contamination and infection to a 
minimum shall be required.

(4) Laboratory: Shall be either in the facility or through 
consultative facilities, adequate to render diagnostic informa-
tion.

(5) Radiology: Facilities for diagnostic radiography 
shall be available either on or off the premises. The facilities 
shall meet federal and Washington state protective require-
ments and be capable of producing good quality diagnostic 
radiographs.

(6) Animal housing areas: Any veterinary medical 
facility confining animals shall have individual cages, pens, 
exercise areas or stalls to confine said animals in a comfort-
able, sanitary and safe manner.

Cages and stalls shall be of impervious material and of 
adequate size to assure patient comfort and sanitation.

Runs and exercise pens shall be of a size to allow patient 
comfort and exercise. Runs and exercise pens shall provide 
and allow effective separation of adjacent animals and their 
waste products, and shall be constructed in such a manner as 
to protect against escape or injury. Floors of runs shall be of 
impervious material.

Animals that are hospitalized for treatment of contagious 
diseases shall be isolated in such a manner as to prevent the 
spread of contagious diseases.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 
246-933-330, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-330, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 89-02-
006 (Order PM 804), § 308-153-030, filed 12/27/88; WSR 88-08-033 (Order 
PM 719), § 308-153-030, filed 4/1/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030, 
18.130.050 (1) and (12) and 1986 c 259 § 139. WSR 86-13-070 (Order PM 
600), § 308-153-030, filed 6/18/86; Order PL-236, § 308-153-030, filed 
2/18/76.]

246-933-340

WAC 246-933-340  Practice management. All veteri-
nary medical facilities shall maintain a sanitary environment 
to avoid sources and transmission of infection. This includes 
the proper sterilization or sanitation of all equipment used in 
diagnosis or treatment and the proper routine disposal of 
waste materials.

(1) Surgery: Surgery shall be performed in a manner 
compatible with current veterinary practice with regard to 
anesthesia, asepsis or antisepsis, life support and monitoring 

procedures, and recovery care. The minimum standards for 
surgery shall be:

(a) Aseptic or antiseptic surgery shall be performed in a 
room designated and reserved for surgery and directly related 
noncontaminating activities.

(b) The surgery room shall be clean, orderly, well lighted 
and maintained in a sanitary condition, free of offensive 
odors.

(c) Storage in the surgery room shall be limited only to 
items and equipment related to surgery and surgical proce-
dures.

(d) Instruments and equipment utilized in the surgery 
room shall be appropriate for the type of surgical service 
being provided.

(e) The operating table shall be constructed of a smooth 
and impervious material.

(f) Chemical disinfection ("cold sterilization") may be 
used only for field conditions or minor surgical procedures. 
Sterilizing of all appropriate equipment is required. Provi-
sions for sterilization shall include a steam pressure sterilizer 
(autoclave) or a gas sterilizer (e.g., ethylene oxide).

(g) Surgical packs include towels, drapes, gloves, 
sponges and proper instrumentation. They shall be properly 
prepared for sterilization by heat or gas (sufficient to kill 
spores) for each sterile surgical procedure.

(h) For any major procedure, such as opening the abdom-
inal or thoracic cavity or exposing bones or joints, a separate 
sterile surgical pack shall be used for each animal. Surgeons 
and surgical assistants shall use aseptic technique throughout 
the entire surgical procedure.

(i) Uncomplicated ovariohysterectomy or castration of 
normal healthy animals, and minor surgical procedures, such 
as excising small skin lesions or suturing superficial lacera-
tions, may be performed under clean, antiseptic conditions. 
Surgeons and surgical assistants shall wear clean attire and 
sterile gloves, and care shall be taken to avoid introducing 
bacterial contamination.

(j) All animals shall be properly prepared for surgery as 
follows:

(i) Clipping and shaving of the surgical area for major 
procedures requiring aseptic technique as in (h) of this sub-
section shall be performed in a room other than the surgery 
room. Loose hair shall be removed from the surgical area;

(ii) Scrubbing the surgical area with soap and water;
(iii) Disinfecting the surgical area;
(iv) Draping the surgical area if appropriate;
(k) Anesthetic equipment appropriate for the type of 

patient and surgery performed shall be available at all times;
(l) Compressed oxygen or other adequate means shall be 

available to be used for resuscitation;
(m) Emergency drugs shall be available to the surgery 

area;
(n) Grossly contaminated procedures, such as lancing 

and draining abscesses, shall not be performed in the room 
designated for aseptic or antiseptic surgery.

(2) Library: A library of appropriate veterinary journals 
and textbooks shall be available on the premises for ready 
reference.

(3) Laboratory: Veterinary medical facilities shall have 
the capability for use of either in-house or consultant labora-
tory service for blood chemistry, bacterial cultures and anti-
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 8] (12/21/18)
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biotic sensitivity examinations, complete blood counts, histo-
pathologic examinations and complete necropsies. The in-
house laboratory facility shall meet the following minimum 
standards:

(a) The laboratory room shall be clean and orderly with 
provision for ample storage;

(b) Ample refrigeration shall be provided;
(c) Any tests performed shall be properly conducted by 

currently recognized methods to assure reasonable accuracy 
and reliability of results.

(4) Radiology: Veterinary medical facilities shall have 
the capability for use of either in-house or consultant services 
for obtaining radiographs of diagnostic quality. Radiology 
equipment and use shall be in compliance with federal and 
Washington state laws, and shall follow the guidelines 
approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association.

(5) Biologicals and drugs: The minimum standards for 
drug procedures shall be:

(a) All controlled substances shall be stored, maintained, 
administered, dispensed and prescribed in compliance with 
federal and Washington state laws.

(b) Among things otherwise provided by RCW 18.64.-
246 and 69.41.050, legend drugs dispensed by a veterinarian 
shall be labeled with the following:

(i) Name of client or identification of animal;
(ii) Date dispensed;
(iii) Drug expiration date;
(iv) Complete directions for use;
(v) Name and strength of the drug; and
(vi) Name of prescribing veterinarian.
(c) A record of all drugs administered or dispensed shall 

be kept in the client's record. In the case of companion ani-
mals this record shall be by individual animal.

(6) Limited services: If veterinary medical services are 
limited to specific aspects of practice:

(a) The public shall be informed of the limitation of ser-
vices provided;

(b) All veterinary services provided in the facility shall 
conform to the requirements for those services listed in WAC 
246-933-330 and this section;

(c) The general requirements prescribed in WAC 246-
933-320 shall apply to all veterinary medical facilities.

(7) Exceptions:
(a) The standards and requirements prescribed in WAC 

246-933-330(3) and subsection (1)(a), (c), (j)(i), (n) of this 
section, shall not apply to equine or food animal veterinary 
procedures performed in medical facilities.

(b) The standards and requirements prescribed in WAC 
246-933-320 (1), (2), (3), (4), (6), (8), 246-933-330 and sub-
sections (1)(a), (b), (c), (e), (h), (j)(i), (l), (n), (2), (3), (4), 
(6)(b), (c) of this section, shall not apply to equine or food 
animal veterinary procedures performed on the owner's 
premises by a veterinarian.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 16-24-009, § 246-933-340, 
filed 11/28/16, effective 12/29/16; WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 246-
933-340, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-340, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 89-02-
006 (Order PM 804), § 308-153-045, filed 12/27/88. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.92.030, 18.130.050 (1) and (12) and 1986 c 259 § 139. WSR 86-13-
070 (Order PM 600), § 308-153-045, filed 6/18/86.]

246-933-350WAC 246-933-350  Release of a veterinary prescrip-
tion. (1) If requested by the client, a veterinarian must pro-
vide a written prescription for any medication prescribed by 
that veterinarian under a valid veterinarian-client-patient 
relationship.

(2) As an alternative to a written prescription, if 
requested by the client, the veterinarian must call or send the 
prescription by electronic means consistent with state and 
federal law, to any pharmacy of the client's choosing that is 
licensed under chapter 18.64 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 16-16-071, § 246-933-350, 
filed 7/28/16, effective 8/28/16.]

CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

246-933-401WAC 246-933-401  Citation and purpose. These rules 
may be cited as the "veterinary continuing education rules." 
The purpose of these rules is to establish standards of con-
tinuing veterinary medical education. The rules provide for 
qualifying training methods, designating approved continu-
ing veterinary medical education providers and setting mini-
mum continuing veterinary medical education credit require-
ments.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 07-19-130, § 246-933-401, 
filed 9/19/07, effective 10/20/07; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodified 
as § 246-933-401, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order 233, § 308-154-
010, filed 2/16/77.]

246-933-420WAC 246-933-420  Continuing education require-
ment. (1) A licensed veterinarian shall complete and docu-
ment thirty hours of continuing education every two years 
and comply with chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 7.

(2) A licensed veterinarian shall meet the continuing 
education requirement by either:

(a) Completing thirty hours of education that comply 
with WAC 246-933-401 through 246-933-460; or

(b) Alternatively, providing proof that he or she:
(i) Became board-certified by a veterinary specialty 

organization recognized by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA) within the continuing education report-
ing period; or

(ii) Has been enrolled in a residency program approved 
by a veterinary specialty organization recognized by the 
AVMA during the entire continuing education reporting 
period for a maximum of two reporting periods.

(3) The two-year reporting period begins January 1, 
2019. A veterinarian shall complete the continuing education 
requirements as follows:

If continuing education is 
due on the veterinarian's 

renewal date in:

The next continuing educa-
tion due date is on the veter-
inarian's renewal date in the 
year below and every two 

years thereafter:

2019 2021

2020 2022

2021 2023

(4) The board may audit up to twenty-five percent of vet-
erinarians after the license is renewed and may audit a veter-
inarian for cause.
(12/21/18) [Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 9]
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(a) Upon request by the board, the veterinarian is respon-
sible for submitting documentation of completed continuing 
education. Documentation must include, at a minimum:

(i) The name and credentials or qualifications of the con-
tinuing education provider;

(ii) The date of attendance or completion;
(iii) Course title or subject; and
(iv) The number of hours earned.
(b) Documentation for continuing education earned pur-

suant to WAC 246-933-445 (2)(b) must include, in addition 
to (a)(i) through (iv) of this subsection, a list of attendees, and 
materials that sufficiently describe the content of the presen-
tation.

(c) Failure by a veterinarian to cooperate with an audit or 
provide the requested proof of continuing education to the 
board is grounds for disciplinary action.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 19-02-033, § 246-933-420, 
filed 12/21/18, effective 1/21/19; WSR 07-19-130, § 246-933-420, filed 
9/19/07, effective 10/20/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280. WSR 98-
05-060, § 246-933-420, filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 246-933-420, filed 
12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodified as § 
246-933-420, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order 233, § 308-154-020, 
filed 2/16/77.]

246-933-425WAC 246-933-425  Approval of courses. The board 
will not authorize or approve specific continuing education 
courses or materials. All continuing education courses must 
be provided by organizations, institutions, or individuals in 
WAC 246-933-460 and contribute to the professional knowl-
edge and development of the practitioner, enhance services 
provided to patients, and contribute to the practitioner's abil-
ity to deliver current standards of care. The board will accept 
continuing education that reasonably falls within these crite-
ria, and relies upon the integrity of each individual practi-
tioner, as well as that of program sponsors, in complying with 
this requirement and experiencing meaningful and meritori-
ous learning. Courses cannot be exclusively for product pro-
motion. The board reserves the right to not accept credits 
from any area for any practitioner if, upon auditing, it deter-
mines that a course or material did not provide appropriate 
information or training.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 19-02-033, § 246-933-425, 
filed 12/21/18, effective 1/21/19.]

246-933-440WAC 246-933-440  Exceptions. The board may excuse 
from or grant an extension of continuing veterinary medical 
education requirements to a licensee due to illness or other 
extenuating circumstances.

Licensees seeking an extension shall petition the board, 
in writing, at least thirty days prior to the end of the reporting 
period.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 19-02-033, § 246-933-440, 
filed 12/21/18, effective 1/21/19; WSR 07-19-130, § 246-933-440, filed 
9/19/07, effective 10/20/07; WSR 91-24-098 (Order 221B), § 246-933-440, 
filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodified as 
§ 246-933-440, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; WSR 80-16-023 (Order PL 
358), § 308-154-040, filed 10/29/80; Order 233, § 308-154-040, filed 
2/16/77.]

246-933-445WAC 246-933-445  Categories and methods of con-
tinuing education activities. (1) Categories of continuing 
education:

(a) Scientific or clinical. A minimum of twenty scientific 
or clinical credit hours must be earned in any two-year report-
ing period. Credits must be obtained through education 
offered by an approved provider listed in WAC 246-933-460.

(b) Practice management or professional development. 
A maximum of ten practice management or professional 
development credit hours may be claimed in any two-year 
reporting period. Credits must be obtained through education 
offered by an approved provider listed in WAC 246-933-460.

(2) Methods by which continuing education may be 
obtained:

(a) Live attended course. There is no limit for credit 
hours earned through live courses attended remotely, pro-
vided that attendees have the documented opportunity to 
question the instructor, hear the questions of other attendees, 
and receive responses in real time. The course must be 
obtained through education offered by an approved provider 
listed in WAC 246-933-460.

(b) Teaching. A maximum of ten teaching credit hours 
may be claimed in any two-year reporting period. Qualifying 
courses must either meet the criteria under WAC 246-933-
460 or must be presented through an accredited health care 
learning institution. Courses must be presented to veterinari-
ans, other credentialed health care providers, or students of 
health care professions. Three credit hours will be granted for 
each course hour taught. Credit will be granted for only the 
first time a course is taught.

(c) Preprogrammed materials. Preprogrammed educa-
tional materials are noninteractive and may be presented in 
any form of printed or electronic media. A maximum of ten 
credit hours may be claimed in any two-year reporting period 
for completion of preprogrammed educational materials. The 
materials must be obtained through education offered by an 
approved provider listed in WAC 246-933-460, and must 
require successful completion of an examination or assess-
ment.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 19-02-033, § 246-933-445, 
filed 12/21/18, effective 1/21/19.]

246-933-460

WAC 246-933-460  Organizations, institutions or 
individuals approved by the veterinary board to provide 
continuing education courses. The board approves continu-
ing veterinary medical education courses provided by organi-
zations, institutions, or individuals (providers) including, but 
not limited to, the following:

(1) The American Association of Veterinary Laboratory 
Diagnosticians (AAVLD);

(2) The American Association of Veterinary State 
Boards (AAVSB) Registry of Approved Continuing Educa-
tion (RACE)-approved courses;

(3) The American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA);

(4) AVMA Council on Education (COE) accredited vet-
erinary medical colleges;

(5) AVMA recognized veterinary specialty organiza-
tions;

(6) A board certified veterinarian who is certified by a 
veterinary specialty organization recognized by the AVMA 
when teaching a course within his or her area of certification;

(7) Federal, state, or local governmental agencies;
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 10] (12/21/18)
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(8) An instructor with credentials or qualifications in the 
health, husbandry, or therapy of minor species. "Minor spe-
cies" are all animals other than humans that are not one of the 
major species and include, but are not limited to, animals 
such as zoo animals, ornamental fish, parrots, ferrets, guinea 
pigs, sheep, goats, catfish, game birds, and honey bees. Major 
species include horses, dogs, cats, cattle, pigs, turkeys, and 
chickens;

(9) An instructor with credentials or qualifications in 
practice management or professional development;

(10) Any international, national, state, provincial, 
regional or local veterinary medical association;

(11) The Resources for Alternative and Integrative Vet-
erinary Education (RAIVE);

(12) A resident or intern in training for an AVMA recog-
nized veterinary specialty organization;

(13) The United States Animal Health Association 
(USAHA);

(14) A veterinarian who is a faculty member of an 
accredited college of veterinary medicine when teaching a 
course within his or her area of expertise;

(15) The Washington physicians health program 
(WPHP).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 19-02-033, § 246-933-460, 
filed 12/21/18, effective 1/21/19; WSR 16-09-119, § 246-933-460, filed 
4/20/16, effective 5/21/16; WSR 14-04-020, § 246-933-460, filed 1/27/14, 
effective 2/27/14; WSR 07-19-130, § 246-933-460, filed 9/19/07, effective 
10/20/07; WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodified as § 246-933-460, filed 
12/28/90, effective 1/31/91; Order 233, § 308-154-060, filed 2/16/77.]

AUTHORIZING ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL 
AGENCIES AND NONPROFIT HUMANE SOCIETIES 

TO PROVIDE LIMITED VETERINARY SERVICES

246-933-501

WAC 246-933-501  Intent. It is the intent of the legisla-
ture to allow qualified animal control agencies and humane 
societies to provide limited veterinary services to low-income 
members of our communities. It is not the intent of the legis-
lature to allow these agencies to provide veterinary services 
to the public at large.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.92.260. WSR 03-14-035, § 
246-933-501, filed 6/23/03, effective 7/24/03.]

246-933-510

WAC 246-933-510  Definitions. As used in this chapter:
(1) "Entity" means animal care and control agencies as 

defined in RCW 16.52.011 and nonprofit humane societies, 
which have qualified under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code.

(2) "Emergency care" as referred to in RCW 18.92.260 
(1)(b) means an unexpected, serious occurrence or situation 
which urgently requires prompt action in order to prevent an 
animal's death or permanent injury, unless defined otherwise 
by local ordinance.

(3) "Low-income household" means a single person, 
family or unrelated persons living together whose adjusted 
family income is less than eighty percent of the median fam-
ily income, adjusted for household size, for the county where 
the project is located (RCW 43.185A.010(5)).

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.92.260. WSR 03-14-035, § 
246-933-510, filed 6/23/03, effective 7/24/03.]

246-933-520

WAC 246-933-520  Registration. A qualified animal 
care, control agency, or nonprofit humane society may obtain 
a registration credential. Refer to the requirements of chapter 
246-12 WAC, Part 3.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.92.260. WSR 03-14-035, § 
246-933-520, filed 6/23/03, effective 7/24/03.]

246-933-530

WAC 246-933-530  Purchase and use of legend drugs 
and controlled substances. (1) For purposes of this section, 
"drugs" includes both legend drugs and controlled sub-
stances.

(a) "Legend drugs" means any drugs that are required by 
state law or regulation of the pharmacy quality assurance 
commission to be dispensed on prescription only or are 
restricted to use by practitioners only.

(b) "Controlled substances" means a drug, substance, or 
immediate precursor in Schedule I through V of Article II of 
chapter 69.50 RCW.

(2) A licensed veterinarian shall be responsible for the 
policies and procedures regarding the ordering, purchasing, 
safe storage, dispensing and administration of all drugs used 
at an entity registered under RCW 18.92.260 in connection 
with surgical sterilization or emergency care. Entities are 
responsible for the ordering, purchasing, and safe storage of 
all drugs.

(a) The veterinarian shall comply with the pharmacy 
quality assurance commission requirements for controlled 
substances in chapter 69.50 RCW, and legend drugs in chap-
ter 69.41 RCW.

(b) All drugs shall be stored in accordance with WAC 
246-933-320.

(c) All controlled substances shall be stored, maintained, 
administered, dispensed and prescribed in compliance with 
federal and Washington state laws.

(d) All legend drugs shall be dispensed in accordance 
with RCW 18.92.012, 18.92.013, and WAC 246-933-340(5).

(e) A record of all drugs administered and/or dispensed 
shall be kept in the individual animal's record.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030(2). WSR 14-13-016, § 246-933-530, 
filed 6/6/14, effective 7/7/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 
18.92.260. WSR 03-14-035, § 246-933-530, filed 6/23/03, effective 
7/24/03.]

246-933-550

WAC 246-933-550  Investigation. Treatment records to 
include drug use shall be made available to representatives of 
the veterinary board of governors and the pharmacy quality 
assurance commission.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030(2). WSR 14-13-016, § 246-933-550, 
filed 6/6/14, effective 7/7/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 
18.92.260. WSR 03-14-035, § 246-933-550, filed 6/23/03, effective 
7/24/03.]

246-933-590

WAC 246-933-590  Humane society and animal care 
and control agency (entity) fees and renewal cycle. (1) 
Registrations must be renewed every year on August 1 as 
provided in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 3.

(2) The nonrefundable fees are:

Title of Fee Fee

Entity registration $120.00

Entity renewal 100.00
(12/21/18) [Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 11]



246-933-601 Veterinarians—Veterinary Board
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.110, 43.70.250, and 2011 1st sp.s. c 50. 
WSR 11-20-092, § 246-933-590, filed 10/4/11, effective 12/1/11. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 43.70.250, [43.70.]280 and 43.70.110. WSR 05-12-012, § 
246-933-590, filed 5/20/05, effective 7/1/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.70.250 and 18.92.260. WSR 03-10-044, § 246-933-590, filed 5/1/03, 
effective 6/1/03.]

SUBSTANCE ABUSE MONITORING

246-933-601

WAC 246-933-601  Intent. It is the intent of the legisla-
ture that the veterinary board of governors seek ways to iden-
tify and support the rehabilitation of veterinarians where 
practice or competency may be impaired due to the abuse of 
drugs or alcohol. The legislature intends that these veterinar-
ians be treated so that they can return to or continue to prac-
tice veterinary medicine in a way which safeguards the pub-
lic. The legislature specifically intends that the veterinary 
board of governors establish an alternate program to the tra-
ditional administrative proceedings against such veterinari-
ans.

In lieu of disciplinary action under RCW 18.130.160 and 
if the veterinary board of governors determines that the 
unprofessional conduct may be the result of substance abuse, 
the veterinary board of governors may refer the license holder 
to a voluntary substance abuse monitoring program approved 
by the veterinary board of governors.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-601, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.130.175. WSR 90-21-029 (Order 93), § 308-158-010, 
filed 10/9/90, effective 11/10/90.]

246-933-610

WAC 246-933-610  Definitions. As used in this chapter:
(1) "Approved substance abuse monitoring program" or 

"approved monitoring program" is a program, complying 
with applicable state law and approved by the board, which 
oversees a veterinarian's compliance with a contractually pre-
scribed substance abuse recovery program. Substance abuse 
monitoring programs may provide evaluation and/or treat-
ment to participating veterinarians.

(2) "Contract" is a comprehensive, structured agreement 
between the recovering veterinarian and the approved moni-
toring program wherein the veterinarian consents to comply 
with the monitoring program and the required components 
for the veterinarian's recovery activity.

(3) "Approved treatment facility" is a facility recognized 
as such according to RCW 18.130.175(1).

(4) "Substance abuse" means the impairment, as deter-
mined by the board, of a veterinarian's professional services 
by an addiction to, a dependency on, or the use of alcohol, 
legend drugs, controlled substances, or other addictive drugs.

(5) "Aftercare" is that period of time after intensive treat-
ment that provides the veterinarian or the veterinarian's fam-
ily with group or individual counseling sessions, discussions 
with other families, ongoing contact and participation in self-
help groups, and ongoing continued support of treatment 
and/or monitoring program staff.

(6) "Veterinarian support group" is a group of veterinar-
ians and/or other health professionals meeting regularly to 

support the recovery of its members. The group provides a 
confidential setting with a trained and experienced facilitator 
in which participants may safely discuss drug diversion, 
licensure issues, return to work, and other professional issues 
related to recovery.

(7) "Twelve-steps groups" are groups such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, and related organiza-
tions based on a philosophy of anonymity, peer group associ-
ation, and self-help.

(8) "Random drug screens" are the observed collection 
of specified bodily fluids together with laboratory tests to 
detect the presence of drugs of abuse in bodily fluids. Collec-
tion must occur at irregular intervals not known in advance 
by the person to be tested.

(9) "Veterinarian" means an impaired practitioner.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), 
recodified as § 246-933-610, file 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.130.175. WSR 90-21-029 (Order 93), § 308-158-020, 
filed 10/9/90, effective 11/10/90.]

246-933-620

WAC 246-933-620  Approval of substance abuse 
monitoring programs. The board shall approve the monitor-
ing program(s) which shall participate in the recovery of vet-
erinarians. The board shall enter into a contract with the 
approved substance abuse monitoring program(s) on an 
annual basis.

(1) An approved monitoring program may provide refer-
rals for evaluations and/or treatment to the participating vet-
erinarians.

(2) An approved monitoring program staff shall have the 
qualifications and knowledge of both substance abuse as 
defined in this chapter and the practice of veterinary medicine 
to be able to evaluate:

(a) Drug screening laboratories;
(b) Laboratory results;
(c) Providers of substance abuse treatment, both individ-

ual and facilities;
(d) Veterinarians' support groups;
(e) The veterinarians' work environment; and
(f) The ability of the veterinarian to practice with reason-

able skill and safety.
(3) An approved monitoring program shall enter into a 

contract with the veterinarian and the board to oversee the 
veterinarian's compliance with the requirements of the pro-
gram.

(4) An approved monitoring program staff shall evaluate 
and recommend to the board, on an individual basis, whether 
a veterinarian will be prohibited from engaging in the prac-
tice of veterinary medicine for a period of time and restric-
tions, if any, on the veterinarian's access to controlled sub-
stances in the work place.

(5) An approved monitoring program shall maintain 
records on participants.

(6) An approved monitoring program shall be responsi-
ble for providing feedback to the veterinarian as to whether 
treatment progress is acceptable.

(7) An approved monitoring program shall report to the 
board any veterinarian who fails to comply with the require-
ments of the monitoring program.

(8) An approved monitoring program shall provide the 
board with a statistical report on the program, including prog-

Late renewal penalty  80.00

Expired registration reissuance  80.00

Title of Fee Fee
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 12] (12/21/18)
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ress of participants, at least annually, or more frequently as 
requested by the board. Progress reports shall not include 
names or any identifying information regarding voluntary 
participants.

(9) The board shall approve and provide the monitoring 
program guidelines on treatment, monitoring, and/or limita-
tions on the practice of veterinary medicine for those partici-
pating in the program.

(10) An approved monitoring program shall provide for 
the board a complete financial breakdown of cost for each 
individual veterinary participant by usage at an interval deter-
mined by the board in the annual contract.

(11) An approved monitoring program shall provide for 
the board a complete annual audited financial statement.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.130.050. WSR 91-24-098 
(Order 221B), § 246-933-620, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodified as § 
246-933-620, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.130.175. WSR 90-21-029 (Order 93), § 308-158-030, filed 10/9/90, 
effective 11/10/90.]

246-933-630

WAC 246-933-630  Participation in approved sub-
stance abuse monitoring program. (1) In lieu of disci-
plinary action, the veterinarian may accept board referral into 
an approved substance abuse monitoring program.

(a) The veterinarian shall undergo a complete physical 
and psychosocial evaluation before entering the approved 
monitoring program. This evaluation will be performed by 
health care professionals with expertise in chemical depen-
dency.

(b) The veterinarian shall enter into a contract with the 
approved substance abuse monitoring program to comply 
with the requirements of the program which shall include, but 
not be limited to the following:

(i) The veterinarian shall agree to remain free of all 
mind-altering substances, including alcohol, except for med-
ications prescribed by an authorized prescriber, as defined in 
RCW 69.41.030 and 69.50.101.

(ii) The veterinarian shall submit to random drug screen-
ing as specified by the approved monitoring program.

(iii) The veterinarian shall sign a waiver allowing the 
approved monitoring program to release information to the 
board if the veterinarian does not comply with the require-
ments of this contract.

(iv) The veterinarian shall undergo approved substance 
abuse treatment in an approved treatment facility.

(v) The veterinarian shall complete the prescribed after-
care program of the approved treatment facility, which may 
include individual and/or group psychotherapy.

(vi) The veterinarian shall cause the treatment coun-
selor(s) to provide reports to the approved monitoring pro-
gram at specified intervals. Reports shall include treatment 
prognosis and goals.

(vii) The veterinarian shall attend veterinarians' support 
groups and/or twelve-step group meetings as specified by the 
contract.

(viii) The veterinarian shall comply with specified prac-
tice conditions and restrictions as defined by the contract.

(ix) Except for (b)(i) through (iii) of this subsection, an 
approved monitoring program may make an exception to the 
foregoing requirements on individual contracts.

(c) The veterinarian is responsible for paying the costs of 
the physical and psychosocial evaluation, substance abuse 
treatment, random drug screens, and therapeutic group ses-
sions.

(d) The veterinarian may be subject to disciplinary action 
under RCW 18.130.160 and 18.130.180 if the veterinarian 
does not consent to be referred to the approved monitoring 
program, does not comply with specified practice restric-
tions, or does not successfully complete the program.

(2) A veterinarian who is not being investigated or mon-
itored by the board for substance abuse and who is not cur-
rently the subject of current disciplinary action, may volun-
tarily participate in the approved substance abuse monitoring 
program without being referred by the board. Such voluntary 
participants shall not be subject to disciplinary action under 
RCW 18.130.160 and 18.130.180 for their substance abuse, 
and shall not have their participation made known to the 
board if they meet the requirements of the approved monitor-
ing program:

(a) The veterinarian shall undergo a complete physical 
and psychosocial evaluation before entering the approved 
monitoring program. This evaluation shall be performed by 
health care professional(s) with expertise in chemical depen-
dency.

(b) The veterinarian shall enter into a contract with the 
approved substance abuse monitoring program to comply 
with the requirements of the program which may include, but 
not be limited to the following:

(i) The veterinarian shall undergo approved substance 
abuse treatment in an approved treatment facility.

(ii) The veterinarian shall agree to remain free of all 
mind-altering substances, including alcohol, except for med-
ications prescribed by an authorized prescriber as defined in 
RCW 69.41.030 and 69.50.101.

(iii) The veterinarian shall complete the prescribed after-
care program of the approved treatment facility, which may 
include individual and/or group psychotherapy.

(iv) The veterinarian shall cause the treatment coun-
selor(s) to provide reports to the approved monitoring pro-
gram at specified intervals. Reports shall include treatment 
prognosis and goals.

(v) The veterinarian shall submit to random observed 
drug screening as specified by the approved monitoring pro-
gram.

(vi) The veterinarian shall attend veterinarians' support 
groups and/or twelve-step group meetings as specified by the 
contract.

(vii) The veterinarian shall comply with practice condi-
tions and restrictions as defined by the contract.

(viii) The veterinarian shall sign a waiver allowing the 
approved monitoring program to release information to the 
board if the veterinarian does not comply with the require-
ments of this contract.

(ix) Except for (b)(ii) through (iii) of this subsection, an 
approved monitoring program may make an exception to the 
foregoing requirements on individual contracts.

(c) The veterinarian is responsible for paying the costs of 
the physical and psychosocial evaluation, substance abuse 
treatment, random drug screens, and therapeutic group ses-
sions.
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(3) Treatment and pretreatment records shall be confi-
dential as provided by law.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.92.030 and 18.130.050. WSR 91-24-098 
(Order 221B), § 246-933-630, filed 12/4/91, effective 1/4/92. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.92.030. WSR 91-02-060 (Order 108B), recodified as § 
246-933-630, filed 12/28/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.130.175. WSR 90-21-029 (Order 93), § 308-158-040, filed 10/9/90, 
effective 11/10/90.]

FEES

246-933-990WAC 246-933-990  Veterinarian fees and renewal 
cycle. (1) Licenses must be renewed every year on the practi-
tioner's birthday as provided in chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 2.

(2) The following nonrefundable fees will be charged:

Title of Fee Fee

Original application

State examination (initial/retake) $210.00

Initial state license 145.00

Specialty license 140.00

Temporary permit 215.00

State or specialty license renewal

Renewal 160.00

Impaired veterinarian assessment 25.00

Late renewal penalty 80.00

Expired license reissuance 90.00

Retired active license and renewal

Renewal 70.00

Impaired veterinarian assessment 25.00

Late renewal penalty 50.00

Duplicate license 30.00

Verification of license 30.00

[Statutory Authority: 2016 c 42 and RCW 18.130.175, and 43.10.250. WSR 
16-21-062, § 246-933-990, filed 10/14/16, effective 2/1/17. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 43.70.110, 43.70.250, and 2011 1st sp.s. c 50. WSR 11-20-
092, § 246-933-990, filed 10/4/11, effective 12/1/11. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 43.70.250, [43.70.]280 and 43.70.110. WSR 05-12-012, § 246-933-
990, filed 5/20/05, effective 7/1/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.250, 
2001 2nd sp.s. c 7 and RCW 18.92.120. WSR 01-23-101, § 246-933-990, 
filed 11/21/01, effective 1/21/02. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.280. 
WSR 98-05-060, § 246-933-990, filed 2/13/98, effective 3/16/98. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 43.70.250. WSR 93-14-011, § 246-933-990, filed 6/24/93, 
effective 7/25/93; WSR 93-08-028 (Order 351), § 246-933-990, filed 
3/30/93, effective 4/30/93; WSR 92-07-036 (Order 252), § 246-933-990, 
filed 3/10/92, effective 4/10/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 
91-02-050 (Order 122), § 246-933-990, filed 12/27/90, effective 1/31/91.]
[Ch. 246-933 WAC p. 14] (12/21/18)


