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OTS-3901.1

Chapter 246-71 WAC
MEDICAL ((MARIJUANA)) CANNABIS AUTHORIZATION DATABASE
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-22-047, filed 11/1/19, effective 
11/1/19)

WAC 246-71-010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section ap-
ply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires other-
wise.

(1) "Authorization" means a form developed by the department that 
is completed and signed by a qualifying patient's health care profes-
sional and printed on tamper-resistant paper approved by the Washing-
ton pharmacy quality assurance commission.

(2) "Compassionate care renewal" means a renewal of an authoriza-
tion by a health care practitioner through the use of telemedicine if 
the health care practitioner determines that requiring the qualifying 
patient to attend an in-person physical examination would likely re-
sult in severe hardship to the qualifying patient because of the qual-
ifying patient's physical or emotional condition. A compassionate care 
renewal of a qualifying patient's registration and recognition card 
also allows the qualifying patient's designated provider to renew the 
qualifying patient's registration in the database and recognition card 
without the qualifying patient being physically present at a retailer 
and without a new photograph being taken.

(3) "Consultant" means a person who holds a valid medical ((mari-
juana)) cannabis consultant certificate issued by the secretary under 
chapter 246-72 WAC and who is employed by a retail outlet with a medi-
cal ((marijuana)) cannabis endorsement.

(4) "Credential for access" or "credentials" means information, 
electronic device, or certificate provided by the department or the 
department's designee to a data requestor to electronically access the 
database. The authentication may include, but is not limited to, a 
user name, password, or an identification electronic device or certif-
icate.

(5) "Database" means the medical ((marijuana)) cannabis authori-
zation database established under RCW 69.51A.230.

(6) "Department" means the Washington state department of health.
(7) "Designated provider" has the same meaning as RCW 

69.51A.010(4).
(8) "Dispenser" means a person authorized to dispense controlled 

substances other than ((marijuana)) cannabis under chapter 69.50 RCW.
(9) "Health care practitioner" or "authorizing health care prac-

titioner," for purposes of this chapter only, means a physician li-
censed under chapter 18.71 RCW, a physician assistant licensed under 
chapter 18.71A RCW, an osteopathic physician licensed under chapter 
18.57 RCW, an osteopathic physician's assistant licensed under chapter 
18.57A RCW, a naturopath licensed under chapter 18.36A RCW, or an ad-
vanced registered nurse practitioner licensed under chapter 18.79 RCW.

(10) "Official" means an official of a local, state, tribal, or 
federal law enforcement or prosecutorial agency.

(11) "Prescriber" means a person authorized to prescribe or dis-
pense controlled substances other than ((marijuana)) cannabis under 
chapter 69.50 RCW.

(12) "Qualifying patient" or "patient" has the same meaning as 
RCW 69.51A.010(19).

(13) "Recognition card" means a card issued to qualifying pa-
tients and designated providers by a ((marijuana)) cannabis retailer 
with a medical ((marijuana)) cannabis endorsement that has entered 
them into the medical ((marijuana)) cannabis authorization database.

Washington State Register WSR 23-05-052

Certified on 2/23/2023 [ 2 ] WSR 23-05-052



(14) "Retail outlet with a medical ((marijuana)) cannabis en-
dorsement" or "endorsed outlet" means a location licensed by the WSLCB 
under RCW 69.50.325 for the retail sale of usable ((marijuana and mar-
ijuana-infused)) cannabis and cannabis-infused products to the public, 
and under RCW 69.50.375 to qualifying patients and designated provid-
ers for medical use.

(15) "Telemedicine" has the same meaning as the definition of 
that term adopted by the authorizing health care practitioner's disci-
plining authority, whether defined in rule or policy.

(16) "Valid photographic identification" means:
(a) A driver's license or instruction permit issued by any state 

of the United States or province of Canada. If the patient's driver's 
license has expired, the patient must also show a valid temporary 
driver's license with the expired card.

(b) A state identification card issued by any state of the United 
States or province of Canada.

(c) An official passport issued by any nation.
(d) A United States armed forces identification card issued to 

active duty, reserve, and retired personnel and the personnel's de-
pendents.

(e) A merchant marine identification card issued by the United 
States Coast Guard.

(f) An enrollment card issued by the governing authority of a 
federally recognized Indian tribe located in Washington, if the en-
rollment card incorporates security features comparable to those im-
plemented by the department of licensing for Washington drivers' li-
censes.

A recognition card, whether current or expired, does not qualify 
as valid photographic identification.

(17) "Vendor" means the third-party administrator with whom the 
department has contracted to operate the database.

(18) "((WSCLB [WSLCB])) WSLCB"  means the Washington state liquor 
and cannabis board.
[Statutory Authority: 2019 c 203 and RCW 43.70.040. WSR 19-22-047, § 
246-71-010, filed 11/1/19, effective 11/1/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 
69.51A.230. WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-010, filed 5/17/16, effective 
6/17/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-22-047, filed 11/1/19, effective 
11/1/19)

WAC 246-71-020  Adding qualifying patients and designated provid-
ers to the database.  A qualifying patient or designated provider may 
take their authorization to an endorsed outlet to be entered into the 
database.

(1) Only a consultant employed by an endorsed outlet is allowed 
to enter a qualifying patient's or designated provider's information 
into the database.

(2) Consultants must register with the department to receive cre-
dentials to access the database. The process for registration will be 
established by the department.

(3) The department shall verify the consultant's identity and 
certificate status before providing credentials to access the data-
base.
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(4) The consultant shall access the database using the creden-
tials issued by the department or the department's designee. If the 
credentials are lost or missing, or the security of the credentials is 
compromised, the consultant shall notify the department by telephone 
and in writing within one business day.

(5) The consultant shall ensure that the authorization form pro-
vided is valid, complete, unaltered, and meets all requirements speci-
fied in RCW 69.51A.030 and complies with the instructions on the form. 
"Street address" on the authorization form means the physical address 
for the person's residence where plants may be grown under RCW 
69.51A.210. If any requirement is not met, or the form is altered or 
incomplete, the person cannot be entered into the database.

(6) The consultant shall verify the identity of every patient age 
((eighteen)) 18 and older and every designated provider by inspecting 
the patient's or designated provider's valid photographic identifica-
tion. Except for patients under the age of ((eighteen)) 18, or quali-
fying patients renewing under a compassionate care renewal as author-
ized in RCW 69.51A.030, a person cannot be entered into the database 
without valid photographic identification.

(7) In the event of an inexact match of names on the identifica-
tion and the authorization, the consultant shall ensure that the pa-
tient or designated provider named on the authorization form is the 
same person presenting the authorization for entry into the database.

(8) The consultant shall check the database to ensure that a des-
ignated provider is not currently associated with a different patient 
in the database before associating the designated provider with a new 
patient in the database. If a designated provider is still associated 
with a different patient, the consultant cannot enter the designated 
provider into the database as associated with the new patient.

(9) The consultant shall enter the following information into the 
database for each patient and designated provider (unless specified 
below):

(a) The type of valid photographic identification verified and 
the unique number from the identification;

(b) Full legal name, as it appears on the valid photographic 
identification, including first name, middle initial, last name, and 
generational suffixes, if any;

(c) Date of birth;
(d) Actual physical address if different from the address on the 

identification;
(e) ((Gender;
(f))) Name of the authorizing health care practitioner;
(((g))) (f) Authorizing health care practitioner's full license 

number;
(((h))) (g) Business address of the authorizing health care prac-

titioner;
(((i))) (h) Telephone number of the authorizing health care prac-

titioner, as listed on the authorization form;
(((j))) (i) The patient's qualifying condition(s);
(((k))) (j) For the designated provider only, the patient the 

designated provider is authorized to assist;
(((l))) (k) The date the authorization was issued;
(((m))) (l) The date the authorization expires; and
(((n))) (m) The number of plants the patient is allowed to grow. 

If the authorizing health care practitioner does not indicate a spe-
cific number, the presumptive number is six plants. The health care 
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practitioner cannot authorize more than ((fifteen)) 15 plants. An au-
thorization for more than ((fifteen)) 15 plants is invalid.

(10) All requests for, uses of, and disclosures of information 
from the database by authorized persons must be consistent with chap-
ter 69.51A RCW and this chapter.
[Statutory Authority: 2019 c 203 and RCW 43.70.040. WSR 19-22-047, § 
246-71-020, filed 11/1/19, effective 11/1/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 
69.51A.230. WSR 18-07-030, § 246-71-020, filed 3/12/18, effective 
4/12/18; WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-020, filed 5/17/16, effective 
6/17/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-22-047, filed 11/1/19, effective 
11/1/19)

WAC 246-71-030  Renewing qualifying patients and designated pro-
viders in the database.  (1) Recognition cards expire on the expira-
tion date indicated on the patient's or designated provider's authori-
zation. To be valid, an authorization must expire no later than:

(a) Twelve months after the date it was issued for patients age 
((eighteen)) 18 and over;

(b) Twelve months after the date it was issued for designated 
providers; or

(c) Six months after the date it was issued for patients under 
the age of ((eighteen)) 18.

(2) To renew a recognition card a patient or designated provider 
must receive a new authorization following reexamination of the pa-
tient by a health care practitioner in-person or as authorized for 
compassionate care renewals as provided in RCW 69.51A.030. The quali-
fying patient or designated provider may take their new authorization 
to an endorsed outlet to be entered into the database.

(3) A qualifying patient's designated provider may renew the pa-
tient's registration and recognition card in the medical ((marijuana)) 
cannabis authorization database without the physical presence of the 
qualifying patient at the retailer if the authorization from the 
health care practitioner indicates that the qualifying patient quali-
fies for a compassionate care renewal as provided in RCW 69.51A.030. A 
qualifying patient receiving renewals under compassionate care renewal 
provisions is exempt from the requirement for a new photograph for the 
renewal.

(4) The procedures in WAC 246-71-020 must be used to enter the 
patient's or designated provider's new authorization into the data-
base.

(5) The consultant shall ensure that the information required by 
WAC 246-71-020(9) is updated and accurate at the time of renewal.
[Statutory Authority: 2019 c 203 and RCW 43.70.040. WSR 19-22-047, § 
246-71-030, filed 11/1/19, effective 11/1/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 
69.51A.230. WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-030, filed 5/17/16, effective 
6/17/16.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-22-047, filed 11/1/19, effective 
11/1/19)

WAC 246-71-040  Requirements for recognition cards.  (1) An en-
dorsed outlet must have the following equipment readily available and 
maintained in good working order:

(a) A computer with internet access and capability of running a 
supported version of a common web browser;

(b) A digital camera with at least 10 megapixel resolution;
(c) A standard color printer able to print at least 300 dots per 

inch;
(d) A laminator; and
(e) A solid white, off-white, or light blue backdrop that is free 

of patterns, objects or textures, to use as the background for each 
picture.

(2) When issuing a recognition card to a qualifying patient or 
designated provider, an endorsed outlet must comply with the following 
requirements:

(a) Only a consultant employed by the endorsed outlet is allowed 
to print and create a card;

(b) The consultant shall take a picture of the face of the pa-
tient or designated provider at the same time they are entered into 
the database following the process specified by the department. Com-
passionate care renewals will use the qualifying patient's existing 
photograph and information retained securely in the database to gener-
ate a new recognition card for the patient. The endorsed outlet shall 
not otherwise retain or use the photograph or patient information for 
any purpose other than:

(i) Entering a qualifying patient or designated provider into the 
database;

(ii) Issuing a replacement card under WAC 246-71-120; or
(iii) Issuing a compassionate care renewal.
(c) The consultant shall create, print the card in full color, 

permanently laminate the card using a heat process, and issue it to 
the patient or designated provider following the process specified by 
the department; and

(d) The consultant shall return the authorization to the patient 
or designated provider. The endorsed outlet shall not retain a copy of 
the authorization.

(3) The database vendor shall ensure recognition cards contain 
the following:

(a) A randomly generated and unique identification number;
(b) The name of the patient or designated provider;
(c) For designated providers, the unique identification number of 

the patient they are assisting;
(d) A photograph of the patient or designated provider;
(e) The amounts of ((marijuana)) cannabis concentrates, usable 

((marijuana, or marijuana-infused)) cannabis, or cannabis-infused 
products the patient or designated provider is authorized to purchase 
or obtain at an endorsed outlet;

(f) The number of plants the patient or designated provider is 
authorized to grow;

(g) The effective date and expiration date of the card;
(h) The name of the health care professional who issued the au-

thorization; and
(i) Additional security features required by the department to 

ensure the validity of the card.
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[Statutory Authority: 2019 c 203 and RCW 43.70.040. WSR 19-22-047, § 
246-71-040, filed 11/1/19, effective 11/1/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 
69.51A.230. WSR 18-07-030, § 246-71-040, filed 3/12/18, effective 
4/12/18; WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-040, filed 5/17/16, effective 
6/17/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-11-086, filed 5/17/16, effective 
6/17/16)

WAC 246-71-050  Database access by ((marijuana)) cannabis retail-
ers with medical endorsements.  Employees of an endorsed outlet may 
access the database to confirm the validity of a recognition card pre-
sented by a patient or designated provider.

(1) An employee of an endorsed outlet must register with the de-
partment to receive credentials for access. The registration process 
shall be established by the department.

(2) The department shall verify the employee's identity and em-
ployment status before providing credentials to access the database.

(3) The employee shall access the database using the credentials 
issued by the department or the department's designee. If the creden-
tials issued are lost or missing, or the security of the credentials 
is compromised, the employee shall notify the department by telephone 
and in writing within one business day.

(4) An endorsed outlet owner or manager shall inform the depart-
ment and the database vendor in writing immediately upon the termina-
tion of employment of an employee with access.

(5) All requests for, uses of, and disclosures of information 
from the database by authorized persons must be consistent with chap-
ter 69.51A RCW and this chapter.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-050, 
filed 5/17/16, effective 6/17/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 16-11-086, filed 5/17/16, effective 
6/17/16)

WAC 246-71-080  Database access by local, state, tribal, and fed-
eral law enforcement and prosecutorial officials.  Officials who are 
engaged in a bona fide specific investigation of suspected ((marijua-
na-related)) cannabis-related activity that may be illegal under Wash-
ington state law may access the database to confirm the validity of 
the recognition card of a patient or designated provider.

(1) Officials who want access to the database shall register with 
the department in order to receive credentials for access. The regis-
tration process shall be established by the department.

(2) The department or the department's designee shall verify the 
official's identity and position before providing credentials to ac-
cess the database.

(3) Officials shall access the database using the credentials is-
sued by the department or the department's designee. If the creden-
tials issued are lost or missing, or the security of the credentials 
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is compromised, the official shall notify the department or its desig-
nee by telephone and in writing within one business day.

(4) Officials with an active database account must inform the de-
partment and the database vendor in writing immediately when they no 
longer hold a position as a law enforcement or prosecutorial official.

(5) All requests for, uses of, and disclosures of information 
from the database by authorized persons must be consistent with chap-
ter 69.51A RCW and this chapter.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-080, 
filed 5/17/16, effective 6/17/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-07-030, filed 3/12/18, effective 
4/12/18)

WAC 246-71-130  Removal of a qualifying patient or designated 
provider from the database.  (1) The vendor must automatically deacti-
vate patient and designated provider records in the database upon ex-
piration of a recognition card.

(2) Patients and designated providers may request to be deactiva-
ted in the database before the expiration of their recognition card 
using the process established by the department.

(3) The authorizing health care practitioner may request deacti-
vation of a patient or designated provider from the database if the 
patient no longer qualifies for the medical use of ((marijuana)) can-
nabis. This request must be made using the process established by the 
department.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. WSR 18-07-030, § 246-71-130, 
filed 3/12/18, effective 4/12/18; WSR 16-11-086, § 246-71-130, filed 
5/17/16, effective 6/17/16.]

OTS-3902.1

Chapter 246-72 WAC
MEDICAL ((MARIJUANA)) CANNABIS CONSULTANT CERTIFICATE

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-11-015, filed 5/9/22, effective 
6/9/22)

WAC 246-72-010  Definitions.  The definitions in this section ap-
ply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires other-
wise.

(1) "Approved training program" means a school, college, or pro-
gram approved by the secretary that meets the requirements of this 
chapter.
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(2) "Certificate holder" means a person holding a valid medical 
((marijuana)) cannabis consultant certificate issued by the secretary 
under chapter 69.51A RCW and this chapter.

(3) "Customer" means any patron of a retail outlet licensed under 
RCW 69.50.354 and holding a medical endorsement under RCW 69.50.375.

(4) "Department" means the Washington state department of health.
(5) "Designated provider" means the same as defined in RCW 

69.51A.010.
(6) "((Marijuana)) Cannabis product" means ((marijuana, marijua-

na)) cannabis, cannabis concentrates, usable ((marijuana)) cannabis, 
and ((marijuana-infused)) cannabis-infused products as defined in RCW 
69.50.101.

(7) "Qualifying patient" or "patient" means the same as defined 
in RCW 69.51A.010.

(8) "Secretary" means the secretary of the department of health 
or the secretary's designee.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. WSR 22-11-015, § 246-72-010, 
filed 5/9/22, effective 6/9/22; WSR 16-07-086, § 246-72-010, filed 
3/17/16, effective 3/18/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-07-030, filed 3/12/18, effective 
4/12/18)

WAC 246-72-020  Certificate requirements.  An applicant for a 
medical ((marijuana)) cannabis consultant certificate must submit to 
the department:

(1) A completed initial application on forms provided by the de-
partment;

(2) Fees required under WAC ((246-72-110)) 246-72-990;
(3) Certificate of successful completion from an approved train-

ing program;
(4) Proof of being age ((twenty-one)) 21 or older. Acceptable 

forms of proof are a copy of the applicant's valid driver's license or 
other government-issued identification card, United States passport, 
or certified birth certificate;

(5) Proof of current CPR certification from a course requiring 
completion of both a written and skills demonstration test; and

(6) Any other documentation required by the secretary.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. WSR 18-07-030, § 246-72-020, 
filed 3/12/18, effective 4/12/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. 
WSR 16-07-086, § 246-72-020, filed 3/17/16, effective 3/18/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-11-015, filed 5/9/22, effective 
6/9/22)

WAC 246-72-030  Practice parameters.  (1) A certificate holder 
may only provide services when acting in the capacity of an owner, em-
ployee, or volunteer of a retail outlet licensed under RCW 69.50.354 
and holding a medical endorsement under RCW 69.50.375.

(2) A certificate holder may:
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(a) Perform regular job duties and business functions including, 
but not limited to, assisting a customer with the selection of ((mari-
juana)) cannabis product and other items sold at the retail outlet;

(b) Assist a qualifying patient or designated provider with the 
following:

(i) Selection of ((marijuana)) cannabis products and other items 
sold at the retail outlet that may benefit the qualifying patient's 
terminal or debilitating medical condition;

(ii) Understanding the risks and benefits of ((marijuana)) canna-
bis products and other items sold at the retail outlet;

(iii) Understanding the risks and benefits of methods of adminis-
tration of ((marijuana)) cannabis products sold at the retail outlet. 
Whenever practicable, a certificate holder shall encourage methods of 
administration other than smoking;

(iv) Advice about the safe handling and storage of ((marijuana)) 
cannabis products, including strategies to reduce access by minors;

(v) Instruction and demonstration about proper use and applica-
tion of ((marijuana)) cannabis products; and

(vi) Processing the medical ((marijuana)) cannabis authorization 
form for the purpose of adding the qualifying patient or designated 
provider to the database according to WAC 246-71-020.

(3) When discussing a ((marijuana)) cannabis product with a qual-
ifying patient or their designated provider, a certificate holder 
shall refer to the product using the cannabinoid profile labeling re-
quired by the Washington state liquor and cannabis board in addition 
to the represented strain name.

(4) A certificate holder shall not:
(a) Offer or undertake to diagnose or cure any human or animal 

disease, ailment, injury, infirmity, deformity, pain, or other condi-
tion, physical or mental, real or imaginary, by use of ((marijuana)) 
cannabis products or any other means or instrumentality;

(b) Recommend or suggest modification or elimination of any 
course of treatment that does not involve the medical use of ((mari-
juana)) cannabis products;

(c) Solicit or accept any form of remuneration directly or indi-
rectly, overtly or covertly, in cash or any other form in return for 
recommending a certain product, producer, processor, clinic, or health 
care practitioner;

(d) Provide medical ((marijuana)) cannabis consultant services at 
any location other than at retail outlets licensed under RCW 69.50.354 
and holding a medical endorsement under RCW 69.50.375 for which the 
certificate holder serves as an owner, employee, or volunteer;

(e) Create their own recognition card pursuant to chapter 246-71 
WAC;

(f) Provide free samples of a ((marijuana)) cannabis product to a 
customer except pursuant to RCW 69.50.375;

(g) Open or allow a customer, including qualifying patients and 
designated providers to open a ((marijuana)) cannabis product on the 
premises; or

(h) Consume or allow a customer, including qualifying patients 
and designated providers, to consume any ((marijuana)) cannabis prod-
uct on the premises.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. WSR 22-11-015, § 246-72-030, 
filed 5/9/22, effective 6/9/22. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. 
WSR 18-07-030, § 246-72-030, filed 3/12/18, effective 4/12/18. Statu-
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tory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. WSR 16-07-086, § 246-72-030, filed 
3/17/16, effective 3/18/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-07-030, filed 3/12/18, effective 
4/12/18)

WAC 246-72-040  Display of certificate.  (1) A certificate holder 
shall display ((his or her)) their certificate in ((his or her)) their 
principal place of business in a place and manner visible to custom-
ers.

(2) A certificate holder who owns, is employed by, or volunteers 
at more than one business location shall display a duplicate certifi-
cate or an unaltered photocopy of ((his or her)) their certificate in 
each business location in a place and manner visible to customers.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. WSR 18-07-030, § 246-72-040, 
filed 3/12/18, effective 4/12/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. 
WSR 16-07-086, § 246-72-040, filed 3/17/16, effective 3/18/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-11-015, filed 5/9/22, effective 
6/9/22)

WAC 246-72-100  Continuing education.  (1) A certificate holder 
must complete a minimum of 10 hours of continuing education each year 
in order to renew the certificate.

(2) Two of the 10 hours must be successful completion of a two-
hour continuing education course offered by the department.

(3) Eight of the 10 continuing education hours may be earned 
through seminars, lectures, workshops, and professional conferences. 
Continuing education credits may be earned through in-person, distance 
learning, or self-study.

(a) Distance learning includes correspondence courses, webinars, 
audio/video broadcasting, audio/video teleconferencing e-learning, or 
webcasts.

(b) Self-study includes the use of multimedia devices or the 
study of books, research materials, ((marijuana)) cannabis industry 
tours or other publications. To receive credit for self-study, the 
credential holder shall draft and provide a one page, single spaced, 
12-point font synopsis of what was learned. The time spent writing the 
synopsis is not reportable. Two hours of credit is allowed per report, 
and no more than one report may be submitted per reporting period.

(4)(a) Acceptable continuing education topics for the hours re-
quired in subsection (3) of this section include:

(i) Washington state laws and rules relating to ((marijuana)) 
cannabis;

(ii) Scientific research, studies, or similar information about 
((marijuana)) cannabis;

(iii) Addiction and substance abuse;
(iv) Patient communication skills;
(v) Professional ethics and values;
(vi) Pesticides and chemicals in the context of ((marijuana)) 

cannabis agriculture; or
(vii) Qualifying medical conditions.
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(b) Continuing education topics may not include:
(i) Business and management courses;
(ii) Health care training unrelated to ((marijuana)) cannabis; or
(iii) Any topic unrelated to the practice parameters of a medical 

((marijuana)) cannabis consultant.
(5) Continuing education hours may not be carried over from one 

reporting period to another.
(6) A certificate holder shall provide acceptable documentation 

of completion of continuing education hours upon request of the secre-
tary or an audit. Acceptable forms of documentation include:

(a) Transcripts;
(b) Certificate of completion;
(c) If applicable for self-study, a type-written essay in accord-

ance with subsection (3)(b) of this section; or
(d) Other formal documentation, which include the following:
(i) Participant's name;
(ii) Course title;
(iii) Course content;
(iv) Date(s) of course;
(v) Course provider's or instructor's name(s); and
(vi) Signature of the program sponsor or course instructor. Dis-

tance learning courses and self-study activities outlined in subsec-
tion (3)(b) of this section are exempt from the signature requirement.

(7) A certificate holder shall verify compliance by submitting a 
signed declaration of compliance.

(8) At the secretary's discretion, up to 25 percent of certifi-
cate holders may be randomly audited for continuing education compli-
ance after a credential is renewed. If identified for an audit, it is 
the certificate holder's responsibility to submit documentation of 
completed continuing education activities at the time of the audit. 
Failure to comply with the audit documentation request or failure to 
supply acceptable documentation within 60 days may result in licensing 
action, up to and including suspension or revocation of the certifi-
cate.

(9) A certificate holder must maintain records of continuing edu-
cation completion for at least four years.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. WSR 22-11-015, § 246-72-100, 
filed 5/9/22, effective 6/9/22; WSR 16-07-086, § 246-72-100, filed 
3/17/16, effective 3/18/16.]

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-11-015, filed 5/9/22, effective 
6/9/22)

WAC 246-72-110  Training program requirements.  (1) A training 
program must include:

(a) A minimum of 20 total instruction hours in the following sub-
jects:

(i) A minimum of five hours of instruction on Washington state 
laws and rules relating to ((marijuana)) cannabis to include, but not 
be limited to, the following topics:

(A) Qualifying patient and designated provider cannabis home grow 
laws;

(B) Patient and designated provider ((marijuana)) cannabis pur-
chase and possession limits;

Washington State Register WSR 23-05-052

Certified on 2/23/2023 [ 12 ] WSR 23-05-052



(C) ((Marijuana)) Cannabis product compliance, quality assurance 
testing, and labeling requirements for recreational and compliant 
((marijuana)) cannabis products, including pesticide labeling as de-
fined under chapter 246-70 WAC;

(D) Pesticide use on cannabis products; and
(E) The medical ((marijuana)) cannabis authorization process;
(ii) A minimum of two hours on qualifying conditions and the com-

mon symptoms of each;
(iii) A minimum of two hours on the short- and long-term positive 

and negative effects of cannabinoids;
(iv) A minimum of five hours on products that may benefit quali-

fying patients based on the patient's condition, any potential contra-
indications and the risks and benefits of various routes of adminis-
tration;

(v) A minimum of two hours on safe handling of ((marijuana)) can-
nabis products, including strategies to reduce access by minors;

(vi) A minimum of two hours on ethics and patient privacy and 
rights; and

(vii) A minimum of two hours on the risks and warning signs of 
overuse, abuse and addiction.

(b) An examination comprised of at least five questions for each 
hour of instruction must be given for each subject. The applicant must 
pass the examination for each subject with a minimum score of 70 per-
cent. Questions must be randomly selected from a sufficient supply of 
questions to ensure the validity of the examination. The secretary re-
serves the right to approve or deny individual questions and answers.

(2) Training may be provided in-person or electronically. If the 
training is provided electronically, students must have real-time ac-
cess to the instructor during at least half of the instruction hours 
for each subject.

(3) Instructors must have demonstrated knowledge and experience 
related to ((marijuana)) cannabis and to the subject matter, and hold:

(a) An active license to practice as a health care professional 
as defined in RCW 69.51A.010(5). A licensee whose credential is placed 
under a disciplinary order must request review and secretary approval 
to begin or continue as an instructor for the approved training pro-
gram;

(b) An active license to practice law in the state of Washington;
(c) A bachelor's degree or higher from an accredited college or 

university in:
(i) Agriculture, botany, or horticulture;
(ii) Nursing, provided the instructor also holds an active li-

cense to practice as a registered nurse under chapter 18.79 RCW; or
(iii) Any other discipline, provided the intended instructor also 

submits a curriculum vitae with a written statement which demonstrates 
at least seven years of experience in the regulated cannabis industry.

(4) An owner, agent, principal, or instructor of a training pro-
gram shall not have a direct or indirect financial interest in a 
((marijuana)) cannabis business licensed by the Washington state liq-
uor and cannabis board under chapter 69.50 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. WSR 22-11-015, § 246-72-110, 
filed 5/9/22, effective 6/9/22. Statutory Authority: RCW 69.51A.230. 
WSR 18-07-030, § 246-72-110, filed 3/12/18, effective 4/12/18. Statu-
tory Authority: RCW 69.51A.290. WSR 16-07-086, § 246-72-110, filed 
3/17/16, effective 3/18/16.]
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