
WSR 23-10-065
PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
[Filed May 2, 2023, 11:40 a.m., effective June 2, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: The purpose of all changes is to update references to 

"temporary permits" to now refer to "temporary license plates." These 
changes are in accordance with SHB 1790, passed in 2022; temporary 
plates replace temporary permits as an administrative concept and 
throughout chapter 46.16A RCW.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
308-56A-460, 308-56A-500, 308-96A-260, and 308-94A-035.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 46.12.600, 46.01.110, 
46.16A.220.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-06-080 on March 1, 2023.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 4, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: May 2, 2023.
Ellis Starrett

Rules and Policy Manager

OTS-4346.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-10-102, filed 5/4/22, effective 
7/1/22)

WAC 308-56A-460  Destroyed or wrecked vehicle—Reporting—Rebuilt. 
(1) What are total loss, destroyed, salvage, and wrecked vehicles? For 
the purposes of this section:

(a) A total loss vehicle is one whose destruction has been repor-
ted to the department as described in RCW 46.12.600 by an insurer (in-
surance companies and self-insurers as described in RCW 46.29.630);

(b) A destroyed vehicle is one whose destruction has been repor-
ted to the department as described in RCW 46.12.600 by the vehicle's 
owner;

(c) A salvage vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.514;
Note: When used in this section, the terms "destroyed" and "destroyed vehicle" include total loss, destroyed, and salvage vehicles.

(d) A wrecked vehicle as defined in RCW 46.80.010(6).
Note: A vehicle may be considered destroyed or wrecked when the evidence of ownership is a salvage certificate/title, insurance company bill of 

sale, or wrecker bill of sale from any jurisdiction, or when the evidence of ownership indicates the vehicle may be a destroyed vehicle not 
reported to the department.
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(2) How are vehicles reported to the department as total loss, 
destroyed, salvage, or wrecked?

(a) Insurers may report total loss vehicles to the department:
(i) Electronically through the department's online reporting sys-

tem. Insurers must destroy ownership documents for a vehicle reported 
this way; or

(ii) By submitting the certificate of title or affidavit in lieu 
of title indicating the vehicle is "DESTROYED"; or

(iii) By submitting a completed total loss claim settlement form.
Note: Reports of total loss vehicles must include the insurer's name, address, and the date of loss.

(b) Registered or legal owners report a vehicle as destroyed by 
submitting the certificate of title or affidavit in lieu of title in-
dicating the vehicle is "DESTROYED," and must include the registered own-
er's name, address, and date of loss.

(c) Licensed wreckers report wrecked vehicles as required in RCW 
46.80.090.

(d) For vehicles six through 20 years old a statement whether or 
not the vehicle meets the market value threshold amount as defined in 
RCW 46.12.600 is also required.

(3) What is the current market value threshold amount? The cur-
rent market value threshold amount is $10,430.

(4) How is the market value threshold amount determined? Using 
the current market value threshold amount described in RCW 46.12.600 
each year the department will add the increased value if the increase 
is equal to or greater than $50.

(5) What if the "market value threshold amount" is not provided 
as required? If the market value threshold amount is not provided when 
required, the department would treat the report of destruction as if 
the market value threshold as described in RCW 46.12.600 has been met. 
The certificate of title will be branded according to WAC 308-56A-530.

(6) What documentation is required to obtain a certificate of ti-
tle after a vehicle is destroyed? After a vehicle has been reported 
destroyed or wrecked and is rebuilt, you must submit the following 
documentation to the department in order to obtain a new certificate 
of title:

(a) Application for certificate of title as described in RCW 
46.12.530;

(b) Certificate of vehicle inspection as described in WAC 
308-56A-150;

(c) Bill of sale from the insurer, owner, or wrecker who reported 
the vehicle's destruction to the department.

(i) Bills of sale from insurers must include a representative's 
signature and title of office;

(ii) Bills of sale from insurers and wreckers do not need to be 
notarized;

(iii) Bills of sale from owners shown on department records must 
be notarized or certified;

(iv) A bill of sale is not required when owners shown on depart-
ment records retain a destroyed vehicle and apply for a new certifi-
cate of ownership;

(v) Releases of interest from lien holder(s) or proof of payment 
such as a canceled check bearing a notation that it has been paid by 
the bank on which it was drawn or a notarized statement on a receipt 
from the legal owner that the debt is satisfied are required when the 
vehicle is retained by the registered owner(s).

(d) Odometer disclosure statement, if applicable.
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(7) What is required of a Washington licensed vehicle dealer pri-
or to selling a destroyed or wrecked vehicle? Except as permitted by 
RCW 46.70.101 (1)(b)(viii), before a dealer may sell a destroyed or 
wrecked vehicle under their Washington vehicle dealer license, the 
dealer must:

(a) Rebuild the vehicle to standards set by the state of Washing-
ton or the federal government pertaining to the construction and safe-
ty of vehicles; and

(b) Obtain a vehicle inspection by the Washington state patrol; 
and

(c) Apply for and receive a certificate of ownership for the ve-
hicle, issued in the name of the vehicle dealer.

(8) Once a destroyed or wrecked vehicle is rebuilt, do the li-
cense plates remain with the vehicle? Whether or not the license 
plates remain with the vehicle depends on the circumstance:

(a) Standard issue license plates may remain with a destroyed ve-
hicle unless they are severely damaged or the vehicle was issued a de-
partment temporary ((permit)) license plate described in WAC 
308-56A-140;

(b) Replacement license plates are required for wrecked vehicles 
since Washington licensed wreckers are required by WAC 308-63-070 to 
remove them;

(c) Special license plates may remain with or be transferred to a 
destroyed or wrecked vehicle;

(d) Applicants may retain the current license plate number as 
provided for in RCW 46.16A.200, unless the vehicle was issued a de-
partment temporary ((permit)) license plate as described in WAC 
308-56A-140.

(9) Will the certificate of ownership or registration certificate 
indicate "WA REBUILT"? Salvage or wrecked vehicles meeting the criteria 
described in WAC 308-56A-530 will be branded "WA REBUILT."
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.12.600. WSR 22-10-102, § 308-56A-460, 
filed 5/4/22, effective 7/1/22; WSR 22-02-056, § 308-56A-460, filed 
1/4/22, effective 2/4/22; WSR 20-19-113, § 308-56A-460, filed 9/21/20, 
effective 10/22/20; WSR 19-13-008, § 308-56A-460, filed 6/6/19, effec-
tive 7/7/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110 and 46.12.600. WSR 
12-20-032, § 308-56A-460, filed 9/27/12, effective 10/28/12; WSR 
11-22-034, § 308-56A-460, filed 10/26/11, effective 11/26/11. Statuto-
ry Authority: RCW 46.01.110. WSR 10-19-045, § 308-56A-460, filed 
9/13/10, effective 10/14/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.12.005 and 
46.01.110. WSR 09-19-113, § 308-56A-460, filed 9/22/09, effective 
10/23/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110. WSR 04-08-080, § 
308-56A-460, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 02-19-016, § 
308-56A-460, filed 9/9/02, effective 10/10/02; WSR 01-20-010, § 
308-56A-460, filed 9/20/01, effective 10/21/01. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 46.01.110 and 46.12.070. WSR 00-06-025, § 308-56A-460, filed 
2/23/00, effective 3/25/00. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110. WSR 
92-15-024, § 308-56A-460, filed 7/6/92, effective 8/6/92. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 46.01.110 and 46.12.070. WSR 91-04-025, § 308-56A-460, 
filed 1/29/91, effective 3/1/91; Order MV 208, § 308-56A-460, filed 
7/31/74.]
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 11-23-014, filed 11/7/11, effective 
12/8/11)

WAC 308-56A-500  Definitions.  The following definitions apply to 
terms used in chapters 46.12 and 46.16A RCW and chapter 308-56A WAC:

(1) "Affidavit in lieu of title" is a written declaration con-
firming the certificate of title is unavailable, lost, stolen, de-
stroyed or mutilated. The affidavit in lieu of title may be used to 
release interest in the vehicle. The signature of the owner completing 
the affidavit in lieu of title must be notarized or certified as de-
scribed in WAC 308-56A-270.

(2) "Affixed" means attached.
(3) "Brands" means a permanent notation on the electric vehicle 

record which prints on the certificate of title and vehicle registra-
tion certificate that records a circumstance or condition involving a 
vehicle.

(4) "Brands incident date" is the date that a brand was first ap-
plied to a vehicle. For states/jurisdictions participating in the Na-
tional Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS), it's the date 
the brand was first reported. For all states or jurisdictions, it is 
established by using the date the current title was issued. Brands on 
Washington records prior to the effective date of this rule will re-
flect a brand incident date equal to the date the last Washington cer-
tificate of title was issued.

(5) "Certificate of title" (also referred to as "certificate of 
ownership" or "title") is a legal document indicating proof of owner-
ship and will establish a fact or sustain a judgment unless contradic-
tory evidence is produced. A certificate of title may be a document 
other than a title when a title document is not issued by a jurisdic-
tion. For example, for Canadian vehicles, the certificate of title is 
the registration.

(6) "Comment" means an indication on the certificate of title, 
vehicle title or registration application, or vehicle registration 
certificate that relates to tax liability, type of ownership, title 
transaction type or previous or current condition of the vehicle.

(7) "Commercial parking company" means any business directly en-
gaged in providing vehicle parking upon property owned or controlled 
by the business and approved for public parking of vehicles.

(8) "Current license plate registration" means the current regis-
tration or one that has been expired less than one year.

(9) "Department temporary ((permit)) license plate" is a permit 
issued temporarily in lieu of registration and license plates when re-
quired documentation is unavailable.

(10) "Electronic/electronically filing" is a method to transmit 
information to the department that may include, but is not limited to, 
the use of the internet or facsimile.

(11) "Involuntary divestiture" means a change in vehicle owner-
ship without the registered owner's involvement.

(12) "Impossible" as used in RCW 46.16A.200, means that there was 
nothing made by the manufacturer (to include, but not limited to, a 
bracket or the bumper of the vehicle) for the originally manufactured 
vehicle which would allow the license plate to be affixed to the vehi-
cle in the manner prescribed in RCW 46.16A.200.

(13) "Joint tenancy with rights of survivorship" (JTWROS) means 
two or more people who own a vehicle in joint tenancy with the right 
to own individually if one of them dies.
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(14) "Jurisdiction code" means an abbreviation used by the de-
partment that indicates state, province, district, or country.

(15) "Lien holder" means a person or entity that has a legal 
right or interest in another's property until a debt or duty that it 
secures is satisfied.

(16) "Not eligible for road use" (NEFRU) means a vehicle that 
does not meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety standards, other federal or 
state standards for public road use as adopted, applied, and enforced 
by the Washington state patrol described in RCW 46.37.005.

(17) "A declaration under penalty of perjury" means a statement 
signed by the applicant to the effect - "I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the information 
I have provided on this form is true and correct." Anyone who knowing-
ly makes a false statement may be guilty of a crime under state law.

(18) "Personal representative" means:
(a) An individual appointed by the court; or
(b) An individual named in the last will and testament and con-

firmed by the court to manage the estate of a deceased person.
Personal representative may also include executor, administrator, 

special administrator, and guardian or limited guardian and special 
representative as defined in RCW 11.02.005(1).

(19) "Registered owner" means the same as described in RCW 
46.04.460.

(20) "Security interest holders" means in this instance, the same 
as "lien holder" as defined in subsection (15) of this section.

(21) "Standard brand" is a brand found on the brands list main-
tained by the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) 
program.

(22) "Transferee" means a person to whom a vehicle is transfer-
red, by purchase, gift, or any means other than by creation of a se-
curity interest, and any person who, as agent, signs an odometer dis-
closure statement for the transferee, when applicable.

(23) "Transferor" means a person who transfers ownership in a ve-
hicle by sale, gift, or any means other than by creation of a security 
interest and any person who, as agent, signs an odometer disclosure 
statement for the transferor, when applicable.

(24) "Unique brand" means a brand issued by a state that is not 
participating in the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 
(NMVTIS) program and does not appear on the brands list maintained by 
NMVTIS.

(25) "Report of sale" is a document as required by RCW 46.12.650 
or electronic record transaction that protects the seller of a vehicle 
from certain criminal and civil liabilities arising from use of the 
vehicle by another person after the vehicle has been sold or a change 
of ownership has occurred.

(26) "Washington vehicle licensing office" means an office that 
is operated by the department or an agent or subagent appointed under 
RCW 46.01.140 for the purpose of carrying out the vehicle titling and 
registration provisions in Title 46 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110. WSR 11-23-014, § 308-56A-500, 
filed 11/7/11, effective 12/8/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.12.005 
and 46.01.110. WSR 09-19-113, § 308-56A-500, filed 9/22/09, effective 
10/23/09. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110 and 46.12.101. WSR 
06-23-038, § 308-56A-500, filed 11/7/06, effective 12/8/06. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 46.16.010. WSR 05-23-135, § 308-56A-500, filed 
11/22/05, effective 1/3/06. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110. WSR 
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05-07-152, § 308-56A-500, filed 3/23/05, effective 5/15/05; WSR 
04-08-081, § 308-56A-500, filed 4/6/04, effective 5/7/04; WSR 
02-19-016, § 308-56A-500, filed 9/9/02, effective 10/10/02. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 65.20.110. WSR 00-13-083, § 308-56A-500, filed 6/20/00, 
effective 7/21/00; WSR 00-06-004, § 308-56A-500, filed 2/18/00, effec-
tive 3/20/00; WSR 90-11-091, § 308-56A-500, filed 5/18/90, effective 
6/18/90.]
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