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Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 308-20-090 
Student credit for training in a licensed school.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The department is removing the require-
ment for schools to refer students for examination. This change aligns 
with HB 1017, passed during the 2023 legislative session, which allows 
cosmetology applicants to register for or take their exam if they are 
within 100 hours of completing the required coursework.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: These updates align rule with stat-
ute following the adoption of HB 1017.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.16.030.
Statute Being Implemented: HB 1017 and RCW 18.16.090.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Department of licensing, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-

tion, and Enforcement: Sandra Gonzales, 405 Black Lake Boulevard S.W., 
Olympia, WA 98502, 360-664-6649.

Agency Comments or Recommendations, if any, as to Statutory Lan-
guage, Implementation, Enforcement, and Fiscal Matters: Not applica-
ble.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Adopts or incorporates by reference without material change fed-
eral statutes or regulations, Washington state statutes, 
rules of other Washington state agencies, shoreline master 
programs other than those programs governing shorelines of 
statewide significance, or, as referenced by Washington 
state law, national consensus codes that generally establish 
industry standards, if the material adopted or incorporated 
regulates the same subject matter and conduct as the adopt-
ing or incorporating rule.

Content is explicitly and specifically dictated by statute.
Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-

Making Process is Appropriate: This rule making is to incorporate new 
explicit laws passed by the 2023 state legislature to allow cosmetolo-
gy applicants to register for or take their exams if they are within 
100 hours of education completion. The department is filing through 
expedited rule making to have our WAC reflect this change as soon as 
possible after the legislation's effective date of July 23, 2023.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Kelsey 
Stone, Department of Licensing, 1125 Washington Street S.E., Olympia, 
WA 98504, phone 360-902-0131, email rulescoordinator@dol.wa.gov, AND 
RECEIVED BY August 7, 2023.

June 7, 2023
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Ellis Starrett
Rules and Policy Manager

OTS-4631.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-21-002, filed 10/8/20, effective 
11/8/20)

WAC 308-20-090  Student credit for training in a licensed school. 
(1) A maximum of ((twenty)) 20 students per instructor is required 
within a licensed school.

(2) Only those hours of instruction a student is given under the 
direction of a licensed instructor of the licensed school in which the 
student is enrolled and in the courses listed in WAC 308-20-080 and 
308-20-105 or hours earned under WAC 308-20-091 shall be credited to-
ward completion of the course of study required in RCW 18.16.100.

(3) When all of a school's requirements have been met by a stu-
dent and within ((thirty)) 30 days of a student leaving a school, the 
school shall provide to the student a certified copy of the student's 
final report ((and refer the student for examination(s) in a manner 
and format prescribed by the department)).

(4) Students may transfer between the schools and apprenticeship 
salon/shops licensed under chapter 18.16 RCW and may receive credit 
toward completion of the curriculum in the new school or apprentice-
ship salon/shop. In order to enroll a transfer student or apprentice, 
the new school or apprentice salon/shop shall do the following:

(a) Confirm that the student is available for transfer through 
the student registration process in a manner and format prescribed by 
the department;

(b) Evaluate the certified final student report provided by the 
student or apprentice and compare the report with the new school or 
apprentice salon/shop curriculum requirements; and

(c) The new school or apprentice salon/shop may accept or reject 
the final student or apprentice report in part or in total from the 
previous school or salon/shop and shall prepare a monthly report that 
documents the amount of instructions being accepted.

(5) Both the transferring and receiving school or salon/shop 
shall maintain student or apprentice records including the transfer 
record as required in WAC 308-20-040(4).

(6) Licensed instructors must be physically present where the 
students are training with the exception of approved online training.

(7) Certified training hours expire three years after the last 
day of attendance. Any hours earned by a student that are more than 
three years old are considered by the department to be expired and 
will not be considered valid towards initial licensure.

(8) Documentation providing evidence of experience as a licensed 
cosmetologist, hair designer, barber, manicurist, esthetician or mas-
ter esthetician credited towards instructor training shall be included 
in the student record as required in WAC 308-20-040(4).
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.16.030 and 43.24.023. WSR 20-21-002, § 
308-20-090, filed 10/8/20, effective 11/8/20. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.16.030, 43.24.023, 43.24.086. WSR 16-02-033, § 308-20-090, filed 

Washington State Register WSR 23-12-118

Certified on 6/18/2023 [ 2 ] WSR 23-12-118



12/29/15, effective 1/29/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.24.023 and 
18.16.030. WSR 13-24-042, § 308-20-090, filed 11/26/13, effective 
1/1/14; WSR 08-22-029, § 308-20-090, filed 10/28/08, effective 2/1/09. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 18.16.030, 18.16.280, 43.24.023. WSR 
04-05-005, § 308-20-090, filed 2/6/04, effective 3/8/04. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 18.16.030 and 43.24.023. WSR 03-14-046, § 308-20-090, 
filed 6/24/03, effective 7/25/03. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.16.030(2). WSR 02-04-012, § 308-20-090, filed 1/24/02, effective 
6/30/02. Statutory Authority: Chapter 18.16 RCW and RCW 34.05.220. WSR 
92-04-006, § 308-20-090, filed 1/23/92, effective 2/23/92. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.16.030. WSR 91-11-042, § 308-20-090, filed 5/10/91, 
effective 6/10/91; WSR 88-19-047 (Order PM 772), § 308-20-090, filed 
9/14/88. Statutory Authority: 1984 c 208. WSR 84-19-020 (Order PL 
480), § 308-20-090, filed 9/12/84.]
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