
WSR 23-16-071
PROPOSED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission)

[Filed July 27, 2023, 2:54 p.m.]

Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 20-17-123.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Increasing ac-

cess to medications used for the treatment of opioid use disorder 
(OUD) or its symptoms using remote dispensing sites. The pharmacy 
quality assurance commission (commission) is proposing a new section 
in chapter 246-945 WAC for the implementation of SSB 6086 (chapter 
244, Laws of 2020), an act relating to increasing access to medica-
tions for OUD. Creating new WAC 246-945-457 Remote dispensing sites 
for opioid use disorder medications.

Hearing Location(s): On October 19, 2023, at 9:20 a.m., at the 
Labor and Industries Building, 7273 Linderson Way S.W., Tumwater, WA 
98501; or virtual. Please download and import the following iCalendar 
(.ics) fields to your calendar system. Daily: https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/tZwvcu-orjooGdL0ucE3WWkJLsRorLzko_bx/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuGgrD4sGtSUshqBRpw-
AI_4M_TziH5BjadxzArmJnNkVQjcGvFwPaBTCtPf; Topic: PQAC Business Meeting 
2023. To access the meeting on October 19, 2023, at 9 a.m., go to 
https://zoom.us/join or https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88256001236 and use 
the Webinar ID 861 1495 8466. The access options include one-tap mo-
bile, US +12532158782,,86114958466# or +16699009128,,86114958466#; or 
telephone. Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your cur-
rent location): US +1 253 215 8782 or +1 669 900 9128 or +1 346 248 
7799 or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 386 347 5053 or +1 564 217 2000 or +1 
646 558 8656 or +1 646 931 3860 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799, 
Webinar ID 861 1495 8466. International numbers available: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kdLNo6unOZ.

Date of Intended Adoption: October 19, 2023.
Submit Written Comments to: Joshua Munroe, P.O. Box 47852, Olym-

pia, WA 98504-7852, email https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/policyreview, 
fax 360-236-2901, by October 5, 2023.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Joshua Munroe, 
phone 360-502-5058, fax 360-236-2901, TTY 711, email 
PharmacyRules@doh.wa.gov, by October 12, 2023.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The Washington state legislature passed 
SSB 6086, an act relating to increasing access to medications for peo-
ple with OUD. This law allows a pharmacy to extend its pharmacy li-
cense to a remote dispensing site where technology is used to dispense 
medications used for the treatment of OUD or its symptoms.

SSB 6086 requires the commission to adopt rules that establish 
the minimum standards for OUD medication remote dispensing sites. The 
minimum standards must address who may access medications at the re-
mote dispensing site pursuant to a valid prescription or chart order. 
The minimum standards must also require that the pharmacy is responsi-
ble for stocking and maintaining a perpetual inventory of the OUD med-
ications stored in or at the remote dispensing site (referred to as 
the "supplying pharmacy" in the rule language).

Current rules in chapter 246-945 WAC cover requirements for drugs 
stored outside of a pharmacy but restrict their location to a facility 
that is otherwise able to store and possess drugs (i.e., a licensed 
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pharmaceutical firm). The proposed rules are necessary to establish 
enforceable minimum standards as directed by SSB 6086 for OUD medica-
tion remote dispensing sites. As the statute specifically requires 
rule making, no other alternatives were considered. 

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The commission is required by SSB 
6086 to establish minimum standards for remote OUD medication dispens-
ing sites. OUD is a public health crisis and remote dispensing sites 
registered under this provision have the potential for increased ac-
cess to treatment and patient care for individuals experiencing OUD. 

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.64.005; and SSB 6086 
(chapter 244, Laws of 2020), codified as RCW 18.64.600.

Statute Being Implemented: SSB 6086 (chapter 244, Laws of 2020), 
codified as RCW 18.64.600.

Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 
decision.

Name of Proponent: Pharmacy quality assurance commission, govern-
mental.

Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting and Implementa-
tion: Joshua Monroe, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA 98501, 
360-502-5058; and Enforcement: Marlee O'Neill, 111 Israel Road S.E., 
Tumwater, WA 98501, 360-480-9108.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is required under RCW 34.05.328. A pre-
liminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting Joshua 
Munroe, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, phone 360-502-5058, 
fax 360-236-2901, TTY 711, email PharmacyRules@doh.wa.gov.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal from Regulatory Fairness Act 
requirements:

Is not exempt.
The proposed rule does impose more-than-minor costs on business-

es.
Small Business Economic Impact Statement (SBEIS)

A brief description of the proposed rule, including the current 
situation/rule, followed by the history of the issue and why the pro-
posed rule is needed. A description of the probable compliance re-
quirements and the kinds of professional services that a small busi-
ness is likely to need in order to comply with the proposed rule.

The Washington state legislature passed SSB 6086, an act relating 
to increasing access to medications for people with OUD. This law al-
lows a pharmacy to extend its pharmacy license to a remote dispensing 
site where technology is used to dispense medications used for the 
treatment of OUD or its symptoms.

The commission completed a two-and-a-half-year process to consol-
idate and streamline all rules under its authority related to the 
practice of pharmacy, effective July 1, 2020. In this rewrite, the 
commission sought to create a set of rules more adaptable to the fu-
ture of the practice of pharmacy and the technologies it may employ. 
As a part of this goal, the new chapter (chapter 246-945 WAC) includes 
rules related to remote dispensing more generally (see WAC 246-945-430 
and 246-945-455). However, under current law, the remote dispensing 
site would need to hold a license as a pharmaceutical firm (i.e., a 
pharmacy or health care entity). A pharmacy license is a license of 
location and extending it to a remote dispensing site was not permit-
ted prior to the enactment of SSB 6086 and therefore the existing 
rules cannot be applied to this new registration.
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SSB 6086 requires the commission to adopt rules establishing the 
minimum standards for OUD medication remote dispensing sites. The min-
imum standards must include, but are not limited to, specifying who 
may retrieve the OUD medications stored in or at the dispensing site 
and requiring the pharmacy be responsible for stocking and maintaining 
a perpetual inventory of the OUD medications stored in or at the re-
mote dispensing site.

The proposed rule achieves these minimum standards set in the 
bill by requiring pharmacies to comply with the following, in addition 
to all applicable regulations in Title 21 C.F.R.:

(1) The supplying pharmacy must separately register each remote 
dispensing site with the commission by completing and returning an ap-
plication form supplied by the commission and pay applicable fees es-
tablished by the secretary.

(2) Medications stored in registered remote dispensing sites 
shall remain under the control of, and be routinely monitored by, the 
supplying pharmacy.

(3) The supplying pharmacy shall develop and implement policies 
and procedures to:

(a) Prevent and detect unauthorized access to the registered re-
mote dispensing site;

(b) Document medications used, returned, and wasted from the reg-
istered remote dispensing site;

(c) Require the supplying pharmacy to perform a perpetual inven-
tory of medications stored at the registered remote dispensing site; 
and

(d) Ensure that only the supplying pharmacy is stocking medica-
tions stored at a registered remote dispensing site.

(4) Access and retrieval of medications from the registered re-
mote dispensing site, other than by the supplying pharmacy, must be:

(a) Pursuant to a valid prescription or chart order; and
(b) Limited to health care professionals licensed under the chap-

ters specified in RCW 18.130.040, who are acting within their scope of 
practice, and nursing students, as provided in WAC 246-945-450.

(5) The supplying pharmacy shall ensure the registered remote 
dispensing site is appropriately equipped to secure and protect medi-
cations from diversion or tampering.

Pharmacies that choose to participate in the program must secure 
and regularly monitor medications stored in remote dispensing sites. 
Supplying pharmacies must also develop and implement policies estab-
lishing their own security, documentation, and inventory standards. 
Finally, these pharmacies must also provide security measures to pro-
tect medications from diversion or tampering in line with their own 
security policies and procedures.

The application to register an OUD medication remote dispensing 
site has been available since July 1, 2020, accompanied by a policy 
statement outlining the commission's expectations for compliance, but 
the proposed rule is necessary to codify the minimum standards appli-
cable to OUD medication remote dispensing sites so that the require-
ments are enforceable.

After the commission approved the proposed rule language for re-
mote OUD dispensing sites, the Washington legislature passed 2E2SSB 
5536 (chapter 1, Laws of 2023, 1st special session). 2E2SSB 5536 amen-
ded RCW 18.64.600 to update the phrase "medications approved by the 
United States food and drug administration for the treatment of opioid 
use disorder" to "medications used for the treatment of opioid use 
disorder or its symptoms." Commission staff updated the proposed re-
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mote OUD dispensing site rule language draft and presented it on June 
15, 2023, at a commission business meeting. The commission moved to 
accept the updated language.

Identification and summary of which businesses are required to 
comply with the proposed rule using the North American Industry Clas-
sification System (NAICS).

SBEIS Table 1. Summary of Businesses Required to Comply to the 
Proposed Rule:

NAICS Code (4, 5, or 
6 digit)

NAICS Business 
Description

Number of Businesses in 
Washington State

Minor Cost Threshold = 1% of 
Average Annual Payroll

44611 Pharmacies 885 $5,794.56

The NAICS code provided for pharmacies in Washington state is the 
code from 2017. While an updated code exists as of 2022 (456110), 
there is not yet data to establish a minor cost threshold for the 2022 
code. As a result, the next most recent code from 2017 was used for 
the purpose of providing accurate minor cost thresholds which pulls 
payroll and gross business income data from 2020.

Analysis of probable costs of businesses in the industry to com-
ply to the proposed rule and includes the cost of equipment, supplies, 
labor, professional services, and administrative costs. The analysis 
considers if compliance with the proposed rule will cause businesses 
in the industry to lose sales or revenue.

WAC 246-945-247 Remote dispensing sites for opioid use disorder 
medications.

Description: The proposed rule provides a regulatory framework in 
which pharmacies may choose to use a remote dispensing site to make 
medications to treat OUD and its symptoms available to the public. 
Participating pharmacies will need to acquire and maintain a dispens-
ing machine or structure, provide security for said machine or struc-
ture, develop policies and procedures for managing the remote OUD dis-
pensing site, and maintain a perpetual inventory of the OUD medica-
tions stored in or at the dispensing site.

Cost(s): For a business to implement an OUD remote dispensing 
site registered under SSB 6086 and in compliance with WAC 246-945-457, 
there may be both initial one-time costs as well as annual recurring 
costs. One-time costs are defined as costs that occur only once. Annu-
al recurring costs are costs that are anticipated to repeat every 
year.

One-time costs: In order to dispense OUD medications remotely, 
the proposed rule requires a dispensing machine or structure where the 
medications are stored. Dispensing systems vary widely and range in 
one-time cost from $1,000 to $38,0001,2 due to the amount of technology 
incorporated into the dispensing function. The dispensing system tech-
nology is used to dispense designated medication and can be as simple 
as a secure storage container or cabinet which authorized personnel 
can retrieve medications from or could be a fully automated system in-
cluding automated dispensing. Recent installations of vending machines 
in Eastern Washington capable of dispensing naloxone specifically 
priced the machines at $5,000 each.3 Another option is to rent a dis-
pensing system, which range in cost from $50 to $1504 in recurrent 
monthly costs (or a recurrent annual cost of $600 to $1,800) and would 
not be a one-time cost but a recurrent cost.
1 Smith, A. (2021). How much does a vending machine service cost? Costowl.com https://www.costowl.com/b2b/office-vending-machine-

service-cost.html.
2 ModeSens. (2021). Moet & Chandon. Modesens.com. https://modesens.com/product/moet-and-chandon-mo-and-eumlt-and-chandon-

champagne-vending-machine-30102308/?country=us&language=en&refinfo=gSH_ggfMoetChanduh-HoGaKiDi30102308.
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3 Narcan vending machines? Moses Lake and Wenatchee now have them; Omak is next | Columbia Basin | ifiberone.com.
4 Smith, A. (2021). How much does a vending machine service cost? Costowl.com https://www.costowl.com/b2b/office-vending-machine-

service-cost.html.

The physical location and security of remote OUD dispensing devi-
ces could result in different costs for each business. It is the re-
sponsibility of the supplying pharmacy to ensure that the location and 
the level of security are appropriate to the drugs that are being 
stored. As an example for naloxone, some entities implementing remote 
OUD dispensing devices placed and may place these devices immediately 
outside of public buildings5 or even in the lobbies of buildings where 
there is an access need for such substances6. Individual businesses 
may choose to keep their own dispensing devices outside and/or further 
away from their physical business site. While devices solely dispens-
ing naloxone would not need a license from the commission, but devices 
registered under this credential may include naloxone among other med-
ications used for the treatment of OUD or its symptoms.
5 Philadelphia opioid use: New program provides access to free Narcan in vending machines - 6abc Philadelphia.
6 Naloxone vending machines make life-saving medication easily available in Michigan jails and communities - Center for Behavioral Health 

and Justice - Wayne State University.

Remote placement could result in more comprehensive security 
measures to comply with WAC 246-945-457(2) which states that pharma-
cies using remote OUD dispensing sites must ensure medications stored 
on those sites "remain under the control of, and be routinely moni-
tored by, the supplying pharmacy." The means of monitoring the sites 
is not specified in rule, meaning that pharmacies may elect to use se-
curity camera systems, which cost about $200 on average for an outdoor 
camera system7 (not including upkeep costs), or even additional secur-
ity personnel to comply with the proposed rule.
7 How Much Do Security Cameras Cost on Average in 2022.

Staff time will be needed to comply with the proposed rule to de-
velop policies and procedures. This work would likely be done by the 
responsible pharmacy manager. The median salary for pharmacists (who 
serve as pharmacy managers) is approximately $80/hour in Washington 
state8. The commission estimates that writing these policies and pro-
cedures will take between three and 10 hours, assuming the pharmacy 
has other policies and procedures in place that they can base the new 
ones on. The commission estimates that writing all policy and proce-
dures documents would range in cost from $240 to $800.
8 Salary.com (2021, October 29). Pharmacy Manager salary in Washington. Salary.com. https://www.salary.com/research/salary/benchmark/

pharmacist-manager-salary/wa. Salary figures determined from selecting the occupation and searching by annual salaries in Washington state, 
reporting median.

The commission assumes there are potential unknown one-time costs 
related to the security needs of the remote dispensing site, security 
cameras and/or locks, as required by the statute and proposed rule. 
These costs would be largely dependent on the type of dispensing sys-
tem used and how much security is already incorporated into the dis-
pensing machine or structure where the medications are stored.

Annual Recurring costs: The commission estimates that completing 
the registration form will take one hour per year and will be comple-
ted by the responsible pharmacy manager (who earns approximately $80/
hour in Washington state).

Staff time will be needed to maintain and stock the remote dis-
pensing site. The commission estimates this task could take one to two 
hours each month, or 12 to 24 hours per year. As this is a nondiscre-
tionary task, it may be delegated per WAC 246-945-315 and performed 
either by a pharmacist or by a pharmacy intern or technician under the 
immediate supervision of a pharmacist.
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The median salary for pharmacy interns and pharmacy technicians 
in Washington state is $19/hour9. The median salary for pharmacists is 
$80/hour in Washington state10. The commission estimates this could 
cost between $228 to $2,184 annually. The upper end of the estimated 
range accounts for the possibility that the pharmacy technician is 
working concurrently with the supervising pharmacist on maintenance 
and stocking, requiring a sum of both positions' median wages.
9 Salary.com (2021, October 29). Pharmacy Technician salary in Washington. Salary.com. https://www.salary.com/research/salary/benchmark/

pharmacy-technician-i-salary/wa. Salary figures determined from selecting the occupation and searching by annual salaries in Washington 
state, reporting median.

10 Salary.com (2021, October 29). Pharmacist salary in Washington. Salary.com. https://www.salary.com/research/salary/benchmark/pharmacist-
salary/wa. Salary figures determined from selecting the occupation and searching by annual salaries in Washington state, reporting median.

Subsection (4) of the proposed language focuses on patient access 
to the remote OUD site and retrieval of medications held and dispensed 
at that site. There are no anticipated additional costs to the pa-
tient, as the access and retrieval of OUD medications would not be 
different between visiting a remote dispensing site and a pharmacy 
site.

Summary of all Cost(s):
SBEIS Table 2. Summary of Section 3 Probable Cost(s):

WAC Section and 
Title Probable Cost(s)

WAC 246-945-457 
Remote dispensing 
sites for opioid use 
disorder 
medications

• One-time costs:
o Dispensing device (purchase): $1,000 - 
$38,000
o Policies and procedures: $240 - $800
o Security (cameras and locks): $200
• Annual recurring costs:
o Registration form (time): $80
o Stocking and maintaining (time): $228 - 
$2,184
o Dispensing device (rental): $600 - $1,800

* Table columns are not intended to be summed as some costs are duplicative (e.g., dispensing device (purchase) and dispensing device (rental 
fee)).

The commission does not anticipate compliance with the proposed 
rule will cause businesses to lose any sales or revenue. The commis-
sion believes that by allowing a pharmacy to choose (by way of this 
proposed rule) to extend their licenses to register OUD medication re-
mote dispensing sites, both sales and revenue could potentially in-
crease.

Analysis on if the proposed rule may impose more-than-minor costs 
for businesses in the industry. Includes a summary of how the costs 
were calculated. The estimated costs of the proposed rule may exceed 
the minor cost threshold for businesses.

Summary of how the costs were calculated: The minor cost thresh-
old for pharmacies as of 2020 is $5,794.56, based on one percent of 
average annual payroll as calculated by data collected by the United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics (SBEIS Table 1). SBEIS Table 3 is a 
summary of first-year costs per business.

SBEIS Table 3. Summary of Probable Costs Per Business:
 Probable Minimum 

Cost
Probable Maximum 

Cost
One-time costs (not including dispensing device) $240 $800
Annual recurring costs (not including dispensing device) $308 $2,264
Dispensing device options   
Dispensing device (purchase); total cost $1,000 $38,000
Dispensing device (purchase); depreciated* annual cost (12 years)11 $83 $3,167
Dispensing device (purchase); depreciated* annual cost (24 years) $42 $1,583
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 Probable Minimum 
Cost

Probable Maximum 
Cost

Dispensing device (annual rental) $600 $1,800
First year costs   
Probable first year costs** with PURCHASE of dispensing device (12 
years)

$631 $6,231

Probable first year costs** with PURCHASE of dispensing device (24 
years)

$590 $4,647

Probable first year costs** with RENTAL of dispensing device $1,148 $4,864
* Straightline depreciation for equipment purchase was conducted by (device purchase cost – salvage value)/useful life years to get the annual 

depreciation. Salvage value was assumed at $0. After calculating, figures were rounded up to the nearest dollar. Purchase price does not 
include the cost of maintenance or repair.

** First year costs were calculated by adding the one-time costs + one year of annual recurring costs + dispensing device option specified.
11 Vendsoft. "most vending machines last 12 to 24 years," accessed July 18, 2022. 10 mistakes of a novice vending machine operator - VendSoft.

Based on the cost analysis conducted above (SBEIS Table 2 and 
SBEIS Table 3), it is possible (although the commission believes un-
likely) that pharmacies may exceed the minor cost threshold of 
$5,794.56 if they decide to purchase a dispensing device that has a 
life expectancy of 12 years, which [will] result in $6,231 in the 
first year, to comply with the proposed rule.

Determination on if the proposed rule may have a disproportionate 
impact on small businesses as compared to the 10 percent of businesses 
that are the largest businesses required to comply with the proposed 
rule: Based on the reported cost range for securing the OUD dispensing 
unit and providing security for that unit, we believe the proposed 
rule may have a disproportionate impact on small businesses as com-
pared to the 10 percent of businesses that are the largest businesses 
required to comply with the proposed rule.

Explanation of the determination: The commission acknowledges 
that, as with any regulatory proposal that features some financial 
cost, there could be additional impacts on smaller businesses due to 
factors such as community need, geographical location12, and demands 
on pharmacy personnel to ensure compliance. The costs of acquiring 
dispensing units have a broad range and the commission feels it is un-
likely that pharmacies would need to pursue the more costly options in 
terms of unit acquisition and security measures. However, some smaller 
businesses may determine that they must explore the higher cost op-
tions for the purpose of complying with the regulations established by 
the commission in order to guarantee the integrity of the dispensing 
unit and ensure the medications are kept secure for individuals that 
would benefit from the service.
12 Nearly half a million Washingtonians live in pharmacy deserts | Urban@UW.

If the proposed rule has a disproportionate impact on small busi-
nesses, the following steps have been identified and taken to reduce 
the costs of the rule on small businesses:

1. Reducing, modifying, or eliminating substantive regulatory re-
quirements;

2. Simplifying, reducing, or eliminating recordkeeping and re-
porting requirements;

3. Reducing the frequency of inspections;
4. Delaying compliance timetables;
5. Reducing or modifying fine schedules for noncompliance; or 
6. Any other mitigation techniques including those suggested by 

small businesses or small business advocates.
If costs cannot be reduced, an explanation has been provided be-

low about why the costs cannot be reduced.
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(1) The regulatory requirements established both by the passage 
of SSB 6086 and the commission cannot be reduced, modified, or elimi-
nated. Doing so would either violate statute or negatively affect the 
safety, integrity, and security of the OUD medications to be provided 
by this rule making.

(2) The recordkeeping and reporting requirements are necessary to 
register and track participating pharmacies. The costs incurred by 
filing paperwork and establishing policies and procedures represent a 
small percentage of the reported costs. Compliance with the commis-
sion's rules also facilitate compliance with Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration requirements for these sites. Additionally, the requirement 
for the pharmacy to maintain a perpetual inventory for the remote dis-
pensing site is in the statute and the commission's rule cannot loosen 
that requirement.

(3) Inspection frequency cannot be reduced but the inspection 
time and costs would not change by any notable amount for participat-
ing pharmacies. Inspections are based on the pharmacy itself and the 
remote OUD site is technically part of that pharmacy due to the li-
censing requirements. Delaying inspections of the site would mean de-
laying inspections of the pharmacy which would negatively impact pa-
tient safety.

(4) Compliance timetables are not a concern for the commission 
considering the OUD dispensing site program is voluntary and pharma-
cies may choose to participate at a time of their convenience.

(5) There are no plans to reduce or modify fine schedules for 
noncompliance. The commission's ability to impose fines is limited by 
statute.

(6) The majority of the commission's identified mitigation tech-
niques involve communicating to licensees that the financial cost for 
compliance in the remote OUD dispensing site program is tied to pro-
viding both a dispensing unit and security for that unit. The commis-
sion could then inform smaller businesses about more cost-effective 
options for dispensing unit and security prices that would fall well 
under the minor cost threshold reported in Section 2 of this document.

The commission will not take action against licensees solely on 
the amount of financial investment undertaken by the licensee to es-
tablish the units. Inspectors will value compliance with the rule 
equally, regardless of the cost the licensee took on to comply. In-
spectors will also provide technical assistance on how to comply with 
the rule through various means.

It is also important to let licensees know that, as reported in a 
prior section, the type of dispensing device does not affect the qual-
ity of the product delivered to individuals. Inspectors may also pro-
vide technical assistance to help pharmacies with compliance matters 
as needed.

Description of how small businesses were involved in the develop-
ment of the proposed rule: The commission conducted an initial rules 
workshop for interested parties at the October 1, 2020, business meet-
ing. In the weeks preceding the workshop, the commission sent public 
notice to interested parties via GovDelivery, soliciting preliminary 
feedback prior to the October meeting. One comment in general support 
of the rule making was received by the Olympia Bupe Clinic, the entity 
that helped develop the language for SSB 6086.

The estimated number of jobs that will be created or lost as a 
result of the compliance with the proposed rule: The proposed rule is 
about remote dispensing sites where technology is used to dispense OUD 
medications, so the commission does not anticipate pharmacies adding 
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or removing jobs at existing pharmacies. This rule does allow pharma-
cies to add a remote dispensing site where technology is used to dis-
pense medications for the treatment of OUD and its symptoms. If a 
pharmacy elects to add one of these sites, they may be able to dis-
pense these medications with less staff persons than through alternate 
license pathways.

A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting Joshua Mun-
roe, P.O. Box 47852, Olympia, WA 98504-7852, phone 360-502-5058, fax 
360-236-2901, TTY 711, email PharmacyRules@doh.wa.gov.

July 27, 2023
Kenneth Kenyon, PharmD, MBA, Chair

Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission

OTS-3060.3

NEW SECTION
WAC 246-945-457  Remote dispensing sites for opioid use disorder 

medications.  A pharmacy may extend its license to register a remote 
dispensing site where technology is used to dispense medications used 
for treatment of opioid use disorder or its symptoms. A pharmacy using 
this registration is the supplying pharmacy and must comply with sub-
sections (1) through (5) of this section and all applicable regula-
tions in Title 21 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(1) The supplying pharmacy must separately register each remote 
dispensing site with the commission by completing and returning an ap-
plication form supplied by the commission and pay applicable fees es-
tablished by the secretary.

(2) Medications stored in registered remote dispensing sites 
shall remain under the control of, and be routinely monitored by, the 
supplying pharmacy.

(3) The supplying pharmacy shall develop and implement policies 
and procedures to:

(a) Prevent and detect unauthorized access to the registered re-
mote dispensing site;

(b) Document medications used, returned, and wasted from the reg-
istered remote dispensing site;

(c) Require the supplying pharmacy to perform a perpetual inven-
tory of medications stored at the registered remote dispensing site; 
and

(d) Ensure that only the supplying pharmacy is stocking medica-
tions stored at a registered remote dispensing site.

(4) Access and retrieval of medications from the registered re-
mote dispensing site, other than by the supplying pharmacy, must be:

(a) Pursuant to a valid prescription or chart order; and
(b) Limited to health care professionals licensed under the chap-

ters specified in RCW 18.130.040 who are acting within their scope of 
practice, and nursing students as provided in WAC 246-945-450.

(5) The supplying pharmacy shall ensure the registered remote 
dispensing site is appropriately equipped to secure and protect medi-
cations from diversion or tampering.
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