
WSR 23-17-065
PERMANENT RULES
DEPARTMENT OF

SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
(Economic Services Administration)

[Filed August 14, 2023, 12:34 p.m., effective September 14, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: The department is amending WAC 388-450-0185 What income 

deductions does the department allow when determining if I am eligible 
for food benefits and the amount of my monthly benefits? These amend-
ments correct a typographical error within the WAC.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
388-450-0185.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 74.04.005, 74.04.050, 
74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08.090, 74.08A.010, 
74.08A.120, and 74.08A.250.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-11-159 on May 24, 2023.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: August 14, 2023.
Katherine I. Vasquez

Rules Coordinator

SHS-4978.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-07-095, filed 3/17/23, effective 
4/17/23)

WAC 388-450-0185  What income deductions does the department al-
low when determining if I am eligible for food benefits and the amount 
of my monthly benefits?  (1) We determine if your assistance unit (AU) 
is eligible for basic food and calculate your monthly benefits accord-
ing to requirements of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 and federal 
regulations related to the supplemental nutrition assistance program 
(SNAP).

(2) Under these federal laws, we subtract the following amounts 
from your AU's total monthly income to determine your countable month-
ly income under WAC 388-450-0162:

(a) A standard deduction based on the number of eligible people 
in your AU under WAC 388-408-0035:
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Eligible AU members Standard deduction
4 or fewer $193

5 $225
6 or more (([$246][$258])) $258

(b) ((Twenty percent)) 20% of your AU's gross earned income 
(earned income deduction);

(c) Your AU's expected monthly dependent care expense needed for 
an AU member to:

(i) Keep work, look for work, or accept work;
(ii) Attend training or education to prepare for employment; or
(iii) Meet employment and training requirements under chapter 

388-444 WAC;
(d) Medical expenses over $35 a month owed or anticipated by an 

elderly or disabled person in your AU as allowed under WAC 
388-450-0200; and

(e) A portion of your shelter costs as described in WAC 
388-450-0190.
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