
WSR 23-22-047
PERMANENT RULES

BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
[Filed October 25, 2023, 8:16 a.m., effective November 25, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: Rule making is needed to establish licensee name use pa-

rameters.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 4-30-056.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.04.055.
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-16-121 on August 1, 2023.
Changes Other than Editing from Proposed to Adopted Version: Dur-

ing the rules hearing, the board made a minor change to add the sen-
tence "Subsection (5) also includes licensees in an inactive status" 
at the end of subsection (6).

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: October 25, 2023.
Michael J. Paquette, CPA

Executive Director

OTS-4802.2

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 23-04-088, filed 1/31/23, effective 
3/3/23)

WAC 4-30-056  Form of organization and name.  (1) A licensee may 
practice public accounting only in a form of organization permitted by 
law or regulation.

(2) A firm name that does not consist of the name(s) of one or 
more present or former owners must be approved in advance by the board 
as not being deceptive or misleading.

(3) Misleading or deceptive firm names are prohibited. The fol-
lowing are examples of misleading firm names. The board does not in-
tend this listing to be all inclusive. The firm name:

(a) Implies it is a legal entity when it is not such an entity 
(as by the use of the designations "P.C.," "P.S.," "Inc. P.S.," or 
"L.L.C.");

(b) Implies the existence of a partnership when one does not ex-
ist;

(c) Includes the name of a person who is neither a present nor a 
past owner of the firm;
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(d) Implies educational or professional attainments, specialty 
designations, or licensing recognition not supported in fact; or

(e) Includes the terms "& Company", "& Associate", or "Group," 
but the firm does not include, in addition to the named partner, 
shareholder, owner, or member, at least one other unnamed partner, 
shareholder, owner, member, or staff employee.

(4) Licensed firms and unlicensed firms.
(a) No licensed firm may operate under an alias, a firm name, ti-

tle, or "DBA" that differs from the firm name that is registered with 
the board.

(b) A firm not required to be licensed may not operate under an 
alias, a firm name, title, or "DBA" that differs from the firm name 
that is registered with the secretary of state and/or the department 
of revenue.

(5) A licensee may not operate under an alias or title that dif-
fers from the name that is registered with the board.

(6) For the purposes of this rule, "licensees" includes licen-
sees, CPA firms, nonlicensee firm owners, employees of such persons, 
out-of-state individuals with practice privileges under RCW 
18.04.350(2), and out-of-state firms permitted to offer or render cer-
tain professional services in this state under the conditions prescri-
bed in RCW 18.04.195. Subsection (5) of this section also includes li-
censees in an inactive status.
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