
WSR 23-23-022
PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING
[Filed November 3, 2023, 8:34 a.m., effective December 4, 2023]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: The department is creating a definition for the military 

spouse coordinator.
Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 308-09-010 

Definitions, 308-09-025 Converting a military spouse's active license 
to an inactive license, 308-09-040 Licensee with active licenses who 
enter the military, and 308-09-045 Maintaining a military status li-
cense.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.340.020 Expedition of 
professional license, certification, registration, or permit, 
43.24.130 License moratorium for persons in service—Rules, and 
46.01.110 Rule-making authority.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 23-18-095 on September 6, 2023.
Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-

ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 4, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 4, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: November 3, 2023.
Ellis Starrett

Rules and Policy Manager

OTS-4915.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-13-048, filed 6/11/20, effective 
7/12/20)

WAC 308-09-010  Definitions.  (1) "Director" means the director 
of the department of licensing or designee.

(2) "Employment" means self-employment and employment by any oth-
er entity.

(3) "Good standing" means the condition of a valid license au-
thorizing a person to engage in a regulated profession or occupation. 
A license in good standing is not subject to any disciplinary sanc-
tions, terms, conditions, or restrictions by the licensing authority 
of this state, or the jurisdiction where the licensee is licensed to 
practice.

(4) "License" means permission to engage in a profession or occu-
pation as defined by chapter 18.235 or 46.70 RCW.
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(5) "Licensee" means a person who possesses a license to engage 
in a regulated profession or occupation.

(6) "Licensing authority" means:
(a) The director of the department of licensing or designee with 

respect to those occupations or professions identified in chapter 
46.70 RCW and RCW 18.235.020 (2)(a); or

(b) A board having licensing authority over those occupations or 
professions identified in RCW 18.235.020 (2)(b) if the appropriate li-
censing authority has adopted these rules.

(7) "Military coordinator" means a person who is identified as a 
contact within the licensing authority to assist military members and 
military spouse applicants and licensees.

(8) "Military service member" means a person serving in the mili-
tary.

(((8))) (9) "Military service" or "serving in the military" means 
being enlisted or commissioned in the United States Armed Forces (ac-
tive or reserve components), the United States health service commis-
sioned corps, the United States National Guard, or the Merchant Ma-
rines of the United States or a veteran of these branches.

(((9))) (10) "Military spouse" means any person currently or pre-
viously married to or in a registered domestic partnership with a 
military service member during the military service member's period of 
active, reserve, or National Guard service.

(((10))) (11) "Regulated profession or occupation" means a pro-
fession or occupation identified in chapter 46.70 RCW or RCW 
18.235.020 (2)(a) or (b) if the appropriate board or commission has 
adopted these rules.

(((11))) (12) "Standard license" means a license of standard du-
ration and renewal requirements, as established by that program's gov-
erning statute.

(((12))) (13) "Status" means the condition of a license, wherein:
(a) An "active license" status means the licensee is authorized 

to engage in a regulated profession or occupation;
(b) An "inactive license" status means the licensee has qualified 

for the license but is not currently authorized to engage in a regula-
ted profession or occupation for nondisciplinary reasons, for example 
because the licensee has left Washington state as a result of their 
spouse or partner being deployed or stationed to a location outside of 
Washington state;

(c) A licensee may place their license in "military status" if 
they are serving in the military. A license in military status is an 
active license.

(((13))) (14) "Substantially equivalent" means the requirements 
to qualify for the same or similar license in another state are mate-
rially similar to Washington requirements in terms of quality, quanti-
ty of training, or experience.

(((14))) (15) "Temporary license" is a license that authorizes 
the licensee to engage in a regulated profession or occupation for a 
defined period of time during which the licensee completes additional 
requirements for Washington licensure that are not related to training 
or practice standards of the profession as noted in RCW 18.340.020 
(2)(c).

(((15))) (16) "Training or practice standards" means education, 
experience, Washington specific examination, or a combination thereof, 
directly relating to the state's interest in regulating a specific 
profession or occupation to protect the public health, safety, or wel-
fare.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-13-048, filed 6/11/20, effective 
7/12/20)

WAC 308-09-025  Converting a military spouse's active license to 
an inactive license.  (1) The licensing authority will convert a mili-
tary spouse's active license in good standing to an inactive license 
when the licensee:

(a) Submits a written request for the license status to be 
changed from active to inactive due to the licensee's spouse or regis-
tered domestic partner being deployed or stationed in a location out-
side Washington state.

(b) Submits, upon request, the following:
(i) A copy of service orders verifying the licensee's spouse or 

domestic partner is a member of the military service areas defined in 
WAC 308-09-010(((8))) (9) and has been, or will be deployed or sta-
tioned to a location outside Washington state.

(ii) A copy of the marriage certificate or evidence of the regis-
tered domestic partnership with the military service member.

(2) The licensee must not practice in Washington while the li-
cense is in an inactive status.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-13-048, filed 6/11/20, effective 
7/12/20)

WAC 308-09-040  Licensee with active licenses who enter the mili-
tary.  (1) A person who already holds a license issued by the licens-
ing authority who then enters active military service may notify the 
department to request their license be assigned military status. This 
allows the licensee to maintain their license in full force and effect 
while in military service.

(2) The licensing authority will convert an active licensee whose 
license is in good standing to military status when the licensee sub-
mits all of the following:

(a) A written request for military status due to entering active 
military service, including the expected duration of their deployment; 
and

(b) A copy of service orders verifying the licensee is an active 
duty member of the armed forces of the United States or the other 
services described in WAC 308-09-010(((8))) (9).

(3) The licensee may obtain military status at any time the cri-
teria in subsection (2) of this section are met. There is no fee re-
quired for military status. Portions of the current renewal fee will 
not be prorated or refunded.

(4) A military status license remains in full force and effect so 
long as the service continues and allows practice throughout the state 
of Washington unless sooner suspended, canceled, or revoked by the li-
censing authority.

(5) A military spouse or registered domestic partner with power 
of attorney can act as an agent for the military service member.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-13-048, filed 6/11/20, effective 
7/12/20)

WAC 308-09-045  Maintaining a military status license.  (1) As 
long as a military service member licensee's military service contin-
ues, the licensee is not required to renew their license, but should 
maintain the license in military status. To maintain a military status 
license, the licensee should submit to the department an official copy 
of service orders verifying that they are an active duty member of the 
United States Armed Forces or other services described in WAC 
308-09-010(((8))) (9).

(2) The department will provide courtesy notices to the licen-
see's address on file using the license renewal cycles.

(3) A licensee should return the courtesy notice to the depart-
ment with an official copy of their service orders.

(4) Military status license maintenance requests are accepted by 
the department no sooner than ((ninety)) 90 days prior to the date the 
license would expire if not in military status.

(5) Continuing education is not required while the license is in 
military status.
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