
WSR 24-07-107
PROPOSED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(Washington Medical Commission)

[Filed March 20, 2024, 11:52 a.m.]

Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 23-18-005.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Postgraduate 

medical training for physicians. The Washington medical commission 
(commission) is proposing amendments to WAC 246-919-330(4) to remove 
two requirements that have become a barrier to licensure.

Hearing Location(s): On April 26, 2024, at 9:45 a.m., virtually. 
Register for this virtual meeting to be held via [Microsoft] Teams 
http://tinyurl.com/5cppd9ea; or in person at the Department of Health, 
111 Israel Road S.E., Room 153, Tumwater, WA 98501. To join the com-
mission's rules interested parties email list, please visit https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new?
topic_id=WADOH_153.

Date of Intended Adoption: April 26, 2024.
Submit Written Comments to: Amelia Boyd, Program Manager, P.O. 

Box 47866, Olympia, WA 98504-7866, email https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/
policyreview/, by April 19, 2024.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Amelia Boyd, 
program manager, phone 1-800-525-0127, TTY 711, email 
medical.rules@wmc.wa.gov, by April 19, 2024.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: The purpose of this proposal is to 
amend the rules to align them with current practices and remove barri-
ers to licensure for qualified applicants entering the physician work-
force.

Due to the practitioner shortage, multiple pathways to board cer-
tification eligibility have been opened by the University of Washing-
ton (UW), the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 
(ACGME), and the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS). Multi-
ple ABMS boards have programs that specifically target international 
medical graduates and place them in four-year training programs, with 
only years one and three ACGME accredited. The outcome of these pro-
grams would be physicians who are ineligible for a license through the 
commission, despite four years of postgraduate training through UW.

Separately and recently, applications have come through where the 
physician has six years of postgraduate training from their efforts to 
become dually licensed as a physician and a dentist. This clause has 
resulted in denial of those applications since parts of the training 
are accredited under ACGME and the rest under the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation (CODA), the dental profession equivalent of ACGME.

The proposed rule eliminates the requirement for consecutive 
years of training in no more than two programs which will remove the 
barrier for qualified applicants to obtain a physician license.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: The proposed rule is necessary for 
the preservation of public health, safety, and general welfare. Con-
tinued demand for health care professionals, especially qualified 
physicians, make it essential that qualified applicants are able to 
obtain a license. This proposed rule will result in increasing the 
quantity of health care professionals able to respond to current and 
ongoing staffing demands.
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In 2023, the commission filed emergency rules originally filed on 
July 13, 2023, under WSR 23-15-056 and continued under emergency rule 
filed on November 9, 2023, under WSR 23-23-071. This rule making con-
tains the same language used in the emergency rules and aims to make 
them permanent.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 18.71.017 and 18.130.050.
Statute Being Implemented: RCW 18.71.050 [(1)](b).
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Washington medical commission, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Amelia Boyd, 

111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA 98501, 360-918-6336; Implementation 
and Enforcement: Kyle Karinen, 111 Israel Road S.E., Tumwater, WA 
98501, 360-236-4810.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is required under RCW 34.05.328. A pre-
liminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting Amelia 
Boyd, Program Manager, P.O. Box 47866, Olympia, WA 98504-7866, phone 
360-918-6336, TTY 711, email medical.rules@wmc.wa.gov.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from 
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal: 

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).
Explanation of exemptions: The proposed rules only impact appli-

cants seeking a physician license.
Scope of exemption for rule proposal:

Is fully exempt.
March 20, 2024

Kyle S. Karinen
Executive Director

OTS-4663.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-22-003, filed 10/21/20, effective 
11/21/20)

WAC 246-919-330  Postgraduate medical training.  (1) Postgraduate 
medical training means clinical training approved by the commission in 
general medicine or surgery, or a specialty or subspecialty in the 
field of medicine or surgery as recognized by the American Board of 
Medical Specialties listed in the 2017-2018 ABMS Board Certification 
Report and new specialties or subspecialties approved by the commis-
sion.

(2) The commission approves only the following postgraduate clin-
ical training courses:

(a) Programs accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate 
Medical Education (ACGME) at the time of residency.

(b) Programs accredited by the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) or the College of Family Physicians of Can-
ada (CFPC), or programs accredited by the RCPSC or CFPC at the time of 
residency.

Washington State Register WSR 24-07-107

Certified on 4/2/2024 [ 2 ] WSR 24-07-107



(3) Postgraduate medical training includes, but is not limited 
to, internships, residencies and medical or surgical fellowships.

(4) A physician must complete two ((consecutive)) years of post-
graduate medical training ((in no more than two programs)). The physi-
cian must acquire this training after completion of a formal course of 
undergraduate medical instruction outlined in RCW 18.71.055. The com-
mission will accept only satisfactory clinical performance evalua-
tions.
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