
WSR 24-13-117
PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
[Filed June 20, 2024, 8:27 a.m.]

Subject of Possible Rule Making: Primary and secondary school en-
vironmental health and safety regulations. The state board of health 
(board) is considering creating a new chapter (chapter 246-370 WAC) of 
draft rules for school environmental health and safety. The board will 
consider establishing minimum statewide health and safety standards 
for schools, formalizing school environmental health and safety in-
spection procedures, and repealing chapters 246-366 and 246-366A WAC.

Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: 
RCW 43.20.050 and ESSB 5950 (chapter 376, Laws of 2024), section 
222(159).

Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They 
Might Accomplish: During the 2024 legislative session, the legislature 
directed the board to review the current rules and draft new proposed 
school environmental health and safety rules in collaboration with a 
technical advisory committee and other state agencies. The board has 
the authority under RCW 43.20.050 to adopt rules controlling public 
health for schools. The current school environmental health and safety 
rules are outdated and need modernization. The intended goal of this 
rule making is to replace the existing rules in chapters 246-366 and 
246-366A WAC and develop minimum environmental health and safety 
standards alongside an implementation plan that helps to prioritize 
pieces of the rule by section or subject matter to improve the health 
and safety of students.

Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and 
the Process Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The board will 
lead a technical advisory committee with representatives from the de-
partment of health, office of the superintendent of public instruc-
tion, school districts, local health jurisdictions, Washington associ-
ation of school administrators, Washington state school directors' as-
sociation, Washington association of maintenance and operations admin-
istrators, and Washington association of school business officials. 
The board will also coordinate with the department of labor and indus-
tries, state building code council, department of commerce, and state 
board of education.

Process for Developing New Rule: The board will use a collabora-
tive rule-making approach, via a technical advisory committee, in de-
veloping the proposed rules.

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the 
new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before publication by 
contacting Andrew Kamali, P.O. Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7790, 
phone 360-584-6737, fax 360-236-4088, TTY 711, email 
andrew.kamali@sboh.wa.gov.

Additional comments: To be added to the listserv for notifica-
tions regarding this rule making, email schoolehs@sboh.wa.gov with the 
subject line "School Rules Review Email Notification." The board, in 
collaboration with the department of health, will complete an environ-
mental justice assessment for this rule making.

June 20, 2024
Michelle A. Davis, MPA

Executive Director
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