
WSR 24-17-004
PERMANENT RULES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
[Filed August 8, 2024, 8:15 a.m., effective September 8, 2024]

Effective Date of Rule: Thirty-one days after filing.
Purpose: Discharge or transfer of patients from acute care hospi-

tals to 23-hour crisis relief centers in Washington state.
To implement 2SSB 5120 (chapter 433, Laws of 2023), an act con-

cerning the establishment of 23-hour crisis relief centers in Washing-
ton state, the department of health (department) is adopting an amend-
ment to WAC 246-320-111 in order to clarify the regulatory require-
ments for licensed acute care hospitals that wish to discharge or 
transfer a patient to a 23-hour crisis relief center.

The adopted amendment adds a new subsection which prohibits hos-
pitals licensed under chapter 70.41 RCW from discharging or transfer-
ring a patient to a 23-hour crisis relief center unless the hospital 
has a formal relationship with the 23-hour crisis relief center.

Citation of Rules Affected by this Order: Amending WAC 
246-320-111.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 70.41.030 and 2SSB 5120 
(chapter 433, Laws of 2023), codified as RCW 71.24.916.

Adopted under notice filed as WSR 24-10-090 on April 30, 2024.
A final cost-benefit analysis is available by contacting Dan 

Overton, Department of Health, P.O. Box 47843, Olympia, WA 98504-7843, 
phone 564-201-0579, fax 360-236-2321, TTY 711, email 
dan.overton@doh.wa.gov.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Comply with Federal Stat-
ute: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0; Federal Rules or Standards: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; or Recently Enacted State Statutes: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted at the Request of a Nongovernmental 
Entity: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted on the Agency's own Initiative: New 0, 
Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted in Order to Clarify, Streamline, or 
Reform Agency Procedures: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 0.

Number of Sections Adopted using Negotiated Rule Making: New 0, 
Amended 0, Repealed 0; Pilot Rule Making: New 0, Amended 0, Repealed 
0; or Other Alternative Rule Making: New 0, Amended 1, Repealed 0.

Date Adopted: August 7, 2024.
Kristin Peterson, JD

Chief of Policy
for Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH

 Secretary
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 09-07-050, filed 3/11/09, effective 
4/11/09)

WAC 246-320-111  Hospital responsibilities.  This section identi-
fies a hospital obligation, actions and responsibilities to comply 
with the hospital law and rules.

(1) Hospitals must:
(a) Comply with chapter 70.41 RCW and this chapter;
(b) Only set up inpatient beds within the licensed bed capacity 

approved by the department or the medicare provider agreement; and
(c) Receive approval for additional inpatient beds as required in 

chapter 70.38 RCW before exceeding department approved bed capacity.
(2) A hospital accredited by the Joint Commission or American Os-

teopathic Association must:
(a) Notify the department of an accreditation survey within two 

business days following completion of the survey; and
(b) Notify the department in writing of the accreditation deci-

sion and any changes in accreditation status within ((thirty)) 30 cal-
endar days of receiving the accreditation report.

(3) A hospital that wishes to discharge or transfer an inpatient 
to a 23-hour crisis relief center, as defined in RCW 71.24.025, that 
is not owned and operated by the hospital, must have a documented for-
mal relationship, such as an agreement or memorandum of understanding, 
with the 23-hour crisis relief center the patient will be discharged 
or transferred to.
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