
WSR 24-17-093
EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed August 19, 2024, 8:43 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 16-157 
WAC, Organic food standards and certification.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: In response to a petition for rule mak-
ing, the department of agriculture (department) is proposing to clari-
fy current rule language by replacing all gender-specific pronouns 
with modern gender-inclusive pronouns.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: RCW 43.01.160 requires state agen-
cies to use gender-neutral terms in rules unless a specification of 
gender is intended. Replacing gender-specific terminology supports the 
department's commitment to integrate inclusive policies and procedures 
as outlined in the department's 22-25 strategic plan.

Gender-inclusive pronouns are pronouns that are not specifically 
gendered and can be utilized when referring to each other in the third 
person. They are linguistic tools that we use to refer to people. Us-
ing gender-neutral pronouns can help create a more inclusive and wel-
coming environment and show respect for people's gender identities.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 15.86.020.
Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 15.86 RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Skye Theriot, private.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-

tion, and Enforcement: Gloriann Robinson, 1111 Washington Street S.E., 
Olympia, WA, 360-902-1802.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Corrects typographical errors, makes address or name changes, or 
clarifies language of a rule without changing its effect.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: The amendments in this proposal meet 
the criteria for expedited rule making specified in RCW 34.05.353 
(1)(c) by clarifying the rule, without changing its effect, by replac-
ing gender-specific pronouns with gender-inclusive pronouns.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Gloriann 
Robinson, Rules Coordinator, Washington State Department of Agricul-
ture, P.O. Box 42560, Olympia, WA 98504-2560, phone 360-902-1802, fax 
360-902-2092, email wsdarulescomments@agr.wa.gov, AND RECEIVED BY Oc-
tober 22, 2024.

August 19, 2024
Jason Ferrante
Deputy Director

Washington State Register WSR 24-17-093

Certified on 9/3/2024 [ 1 ] WSR 24-17-093



OTS-5738.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-01-062, filed 12/14/18, effective 
1/14/19)

WAC 16-157-030  Definitions.  As used in this chapter:
"Department" means the Washington state department of agricul-

ture.
"Director" means the director of the department of agriculture or 

((his or her)) their duly authorized representative.
"Facility" includes, but is not limited to, any premises, plant, 

establishment, facility and associated appurtenances where organic 
products are prepared, handled, or processed in any manner for resale 
or distribution to retail outlets, restaurants, and any other such fa-
cility selling or distributing to consumers.

"Gross annual income" means the total monetary value received 
during the previous calendar year.

"Handler" means any person engaged in the business of handling 
agricultural products, including producers who handle crops or live-
stock of their own production.

"Handling operation" means any operation or portion of an opera-
tion that receives or otherwise acquires agricultural products and 
processes, packages, or stores such products.

"New applicant" means any person who applies for organic certifi-
cation for the first time, or any person who has surrendered an organ-
ic certification or had an organic certification suspended or revoked.

"Person" means any individual, partnership, limited liability 
company, association, cooperative, or other entity.

"Processor" means any handler engaged in the canning, freezing, 
drying, dehydrating, cooking, pressing, powdering, packaging, baking, 
heating, mixing, grinding, churning, separating, extracting, cutting, 
fermenting, eviscerating, preserving, jarring, slaughtering or other-
wise processing organic products.

"Producer" means a person who engages in the business of growing 
or producing food, fiber, feed, and other agricultural-based consumer 
products.

"Production operation" means a farm, ranch, or other business 
that grows, gathers, or raises crops, wild crops, or livestock.

"Renewal applicant" means any person that has received organic 
certification from the department in the previous year.

"Retailer" means any handler that sells organic food products di-
rectly to consumers.

"Sale" means selling, offering for sale, holding for sale, pre-
paring for sale, trading, bartering, offering a gift as an inducement 
for sale of, and advertising for sale in any media.

"Site" means a contiguous defined field, orchard, block, pasture, 
paddock, garden, circle, plot or other designated area under the same 
management practices (e.g., organic, transitional).

"Transitional product" means any agricultural product that (a) is 
marketed using the term transitional in its labeling and advertising 
and (b) satisfies all of the requirements of organic except that it 
has had no applications of prohibited substances within one year prior 
to the harvest of the crop.
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