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EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed August 19, 2024, 8:46 a.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 16-233 
WAC, Worker protection standard.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: In response to a petition for rule mak-
ing, the department of agriculture (department) is proposing to clari-
fy current rule language by replacing all gender-specific pronouns 
with modern gender-inclusive pronouns.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: RCW 43.01.160 requires state agen-
cies to use gender-neutral terms in rules unless a specification of 
gender is intended. Replacing gender-specific terminology supports the 
department's commitment to integrate inclusive policies and procedures 
as outlined in the department's 22-25 strategic plan.

Gender-inclusive pronouns are pronouns that are not specifically 
gendered and can be utilized when referring to each other in the third 
person. They are linguistic tools that we use to refer to people. Us-
ing gender-neutral pronouns can help create a more inclusive and wel-
coming environment and show respect for people's gender identities.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 15.58.040, 43.01.160.
Statute Being Implemented: Chapter 15.58 RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Skye Theriot, private.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-

tion, and Enforcement: Gloriann Robinson, 1111 Washington Street S.E., 
Olympia, WA, 360-902-1802.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Corrects typographical errors, makes address or name changes, or 
clarifies language of a rule without changing its effect.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: The amendments in this proposal meet 
the criteria for expedited rule making specified in RCW 34.05.353 
(1)(c) by clarifying the rule, without changing its effect, by replac-
ing gender-specific pronouns with gender-inclusive pronouns.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Gloriann 
Robinson, Rules Coordinator, Washington State Department of Agricul-
ture, P.O. Box 42560, Olympia, WA 98504-2560, phone 360-902-1802, fax 
360-902-2092, email wsdarulescomments@agr.wa.gov, AND RECEIVED BY Oc-
tober 22, 2024.

August 19, 2024
Jason Ferrante
Deputy Director
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OTS-5742.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-23-063, filed 11/9/22, effective 
12/10/22)

WAC 16-233-021  Agricultural employer duties—40 C.F.R., § 
170.309.  Agricultural employers must:

(1) Ensure that any pesticide is used in a manner consistent with 
the pesticide product labeling, including the requirements of this 
chapter, when applied on the agricultural establishment.

(2) Ensure that each worker and handler subject to this chapter 
receives the protections required by this chapter.

(3) Ensure that any handler and any early entry worker is at 
least 18 years old.

(4) Provide to each person, including labor contractors, who su-
pervises any workers or handlers, information and directions suffi-
cient to ensure that each worker and handler receives the protections 
required by this chapter. Such information and directions must specify 
the tasks for which the supervisor is responsible in order to comply 
with the provisions of this chapter.

(5) Require each person, including labor contractors, who super-
vises any workers or handlers, to provide sufficient information and 
directions to each worker and handler to ensure that they can comply 
with the provisions of this chapter.

(6) Provide emergency assistance in accordance with this subsec-
tion. If there is reason to believe that a worker or handler has expe-
rienced a potential pesticide exposure during ((his or her)) their em-
ployment on the agricultural establishment or shows symptoms similar 
to those associated with acute exposure to pesticides during or within 
72 hours after ((his or her)) their employment on the agricultural es-
tablishment, and needs emergency medical treatment, the agricultural 
employer must do all of the following promptly after learning of the 
possible poisoning or injury:

(a) Make available to that person prompt transportation from the 
agricultural establishment, including any worker housing area on the 
establishment, to an operating medical care facility capable of pro-
viding emergency medical treatment to a person exposed to pesticides.

(b) Provide all of the following information to the treating med-
ical personnel, and upon request to the worker or handler:

(i) Copies of the applicable SDS and the product name(s), EPA 
registration number(s) and active ingredient(s) for each pesticide 
product to which the person may have been exposed.

(ii) The circumstances of application or use of the pesticide on 
the agricultural establishment.

(iii) The circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to 
the pesticide.

(iv) Antidote, first aid and other medical information from the 
product labeling.

(7) Ensure that workers or other persons employed or supervised 
by the agricultural establishment do not clean, repair, or adjust pes-
ticide application equipment, unless trained as a handler under WAC 
16-233-201. Before allowing any person not directly employed or super-
vised by the agricultural establishment to clean, repair, or adjust 
equipment that has been used to mix, load, transfer, or apply pesti-
cides, the agricultural employer shall assure that pesticide residues 
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have been removed from the equipment if feasible and must provide all 
of the following information to such person:

(a) Pesticide application equipment may be contaminated with pes-
ticides.

(b) The potentially harmful effects of exposure to pesticides.
(c) Procedures for handling pesticide application equipment and 

for limiting exposure to pesticide residues.
(d) Personal hygiene practices and decontamination procedures for 

preventing pesticide exposures and removing pesticide residues.
(8) Display, maintain, and provide access to pesticide safety in-

formation and pesticide application and hazard information in accord-
ance with WAC 16-233-026 if workers or handlers are on the establish-
ment and within the last 30 days a pesticide product has been used or 
a restricted-entry interval for such pesticide has been in effect on 
the establishment.

(9) Ensure that before a handler uses any equipment for mixing, 
loading, transferring, or applying pesticides, the handler is instruc-
ted in the safe operation of such equipment.

(10) Ensure that before each day of use, equipment used for mix-
ing, loading, transferring, or applying pesticides is inspected for 
leaks, clogging, and worn or damaged parts, and any damaged equipment 
is repaired or replaced.

(11) The agricultural employer must notify a commercial pesticide 
handler employer (CPHER) of specific locations and descriptions of 
those treated areas and any restrictions on entering the treated areas 
with restricted-entry intervals (REIs) in effect whenever:

(a) A handler employed by a CPHER will be on the agricultural es-
tablishment; and

(b) The CPHER handler may be in or may walk within 1/4 mile of 
any pesticide treated area with restricted-entry interval (REI) in ef-
fect.

(12) Ensure that workers do not enter any area on the agricultur-
al establishment where a pesticide has been applied until the applica-
ble pesticide application and hazard information for each pesticide 
product applied to that area is displayed in accordance with WAC 
16-233-026(2), and until after the restricted-entry interval has ex-
pired and all treated area warning signs have been removed or covered, 
except for entry permitted by WAC 16-233-306.

(13) Provide any records or other information required by this 
section for inspection and copying upon request by an employee of EPA, 
or any duly authorized representative of the Washington state depart-
ment of agriculture or department of labor and industries.

(14) Pesticide safety, application, and hazard information must 
remain legible at all times when the information is required to be 
displayed. This information must be in accordance with WAC 16-233-026.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 22-23-063, filed 11/9/22, effective 
12/10/22)

WAC 16-233-031  Commercial pesticide handler employer duties—40 
C.F.R., § 170.313.  Commercial pesticide handler employers must:

(1) Ensure that any pesticide is used in a manner consistent with 
the pesticide product labeling, including the requirements of this 

Washington State Register WSR 24-17-097

Certified on 9/3/2024 [ 3 ] WSR 24-17-097



chapter, when applied on an agricultural establishment by a handler 
employed by the commercial pesticide handling establishment.

(2) Ensure each handler employed by the commercial pesticide han-
dling establishment and subject to this chapter receives the protec-
tions required by this chapter.

(3) Ensure that any handler employed by the commercial pesticide 
handling establishment is at least 18 years old.

(4) Provide to each person, including labor contractors, who su-
pervises any handlers employed by the commercial pesticide handling 
establishment, information and directions sufficient to ensure that 
each handler receives the protections required by this chapter. Such 
information and directions must specify the tasks for which the super-
visor is responsible in order to comply with the provisions of this 
chapter.

(5) Require each person, including labor contractors, who super-
vises any handlers employed by the commercial pesticide handling es-
tablishment, to provide sufficient information and directions to each 
handler to ensure that the handler can comply with the provisions of 
this chapter.

(6) Ensure that before any handler employed by the commercial 
pesticide handling establishment uses any equipment for mixing, load-
ing, transferring, or applying pesticides, the handler is instructed 
in the safe operation of such equipment.

(7) Ensure that, before each day of use, equipment used by their 
employees for mixing, loading, transferring, or applying pesticides is 
inspected for leaks, obstructions, and worn or damaged parts, and any 
damaged equipment is repaired or is replaced.

(8) Ensure that whenever a handler who is employed by a commer-
cial pesticide handling establishment will be on an agricultural es-
tablishment, the handler is provided information about, or is aware 
of, the specific location and description of any treated areas where a 
restricted-entry interval is in effect, and the restrictions on enter-
ing those areas.

(9) Provide the agricultural employer all of the following infor-
mation before the application of any pesticide on an agricultural es-
tablishment:

(a) Specific location(s) and description of the area(s) to be 
treated.

(b) The date(s) and start and estimated end times of application.
(c) Product name, EPA registration number, and active ingredi-

ent(s).
(d) The labeling-specified restricted-entry interval applicable 

for the application.
(e) Whether posting, oral notification or both are required under 

WAC 16-233-121.
(f) Any restrictions or use directions on the pesticide product 

labeling that must be followed for protection of workers, handlers, or 
other persons during or after application.

(10) If there are any changes to the information provided in sub-
section (9)(a), (d), (e), and (f) of this section or if the start time 
for the application will be earlier than originally forecasted or 
scheduled, ensure that the agricultural employer is provided updated 
information prior to the application. If there are any changes to any 
other information provided pursuant to subsection (9) of this section, 
the commercial pesticide handler employer must provide updated infor-
mation to the agricultural employer within two hours after completing 
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the application. Changes to the estimated application end time of less 
than one hour need not be reported to the agricultural employer.

(11) Provide emergency assistance in accordance with this subsec-
tion. If there is reason to believe that a handler employed by the 
commercial pesticide handling establishment has experienced a poten-
tial pesticide exposure during ((his or her)) their employment by the 
commercial pesticide handling establishment or shows symptoms similar 
to those associated with acute exposure to pesticides during or within 
72 hours after ((his or her)) their employment by the commercial pes-
ticide handling establishment, and needs emergency medical treatment, 
the commercial pesticide handler employer must do all of the following 
promptly after learning of the possible poisoning or injury:

(a) Make available to that person prompt transportation from the 
commercial pesticide handling establishment, or any agricultural es-
tablishment on which that handler may be working on behalf of the com-
mercial pesticide handling establishment, to an operating medical care 
facility capable of providing emergency medical treatment to a person 
exposed to pesticides.

(b) Provide all of the following information to the treating med-
ical personnel:

(i) Copies of the applicable safety data sheet(s) (SDS) and the 
product name(s), EPA registration number(s) and active ingredient(s) 
for each pesticide product to which the person may have been exposed.

(ii) The circumstances of application or use of the pesticide.
(iii) The circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to 

the pesticide.
(iv) Antidote, first aid and other medical information from the 

product labeling.
(12) Ensure that persons directly employed by the commercial pes-

ticide handling establishment do not clean, repair, or adjust pesti-
cide application equipment, unless trained as a handler under WAC 
16-233-201. Before allowing any person not directly employed by the 
commercial pesticide handling establishment to clean, repair, or ad-
just equipment that has been used to mix, load, transfer, or apply 
pesticides, the commercial pesticide handler employer shall assure 
that pesticide residues have been removed from the equipment if feasi-
ble and must provide all of the following information to such persons:

(a) Notice that the pesticide application equipment may be conta-
minated with pesticides.

(b) The potentially harmful effects of exposure to pesticides.
(c) Procedures for handling pesticide application equipment and 

for limiting exposure to pesticide residues.
(d) Personal hygiene practices and decontamination procedures for 

preventing pesticide exposures and removing pesticide residues.
(13) Provide any records or other information required by this 

chapter for inspection and copying upon request by an employee of EPA 
or any duly authorized representative of the Washington state depart-
ment of agriculture or the department of labor and industries.
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