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PROPOSED RULES

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
[Filed September 10, 2024, 10:26 a.m.]

Original Notice.
Preproposal statement of inquiry was filed as WSR 24-11-004.
Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: WAC 182-530-7150 

Reimbursement—Compounded prescriptions, and 182-530-8150 Reimburse-
ment—Automated maximum allowable cost (AMAC).

Hearing Location(s): On October 22, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. The 
health care authority (HCA) holds public hearings virtually without a 
physical meeting place. To attend the virtual public hearing, you must 
register in advance https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_icWpKqAQTxyCXgTcltuVgA. If the link above opens with an error mes-
sage, please try using a different browser. After registering, you 
will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining 
the public hearing.

Date of Intended Adoption: Not sooner than October 23, 2024.
Submit Written Comments to: HCA Rules Coordinator, P.O. Box 

42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, email arc@hca.wa.gov, fax 360-586-9727, 
beginning September 11, 2024, 8:00 a.m., by October 22, 2024, by 11:59 
p.m.

Assistance for Persons with Disabilities: Contact Johanna Larson, 
phone 360-725-1349, fax 360-586-9727, telecommunication relay service 
711, email Johanna.Larson@hca.wa.gov, by October 11, 2024.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: HCA is removing all instances of "auto-
mated maximum allowable cost" and "AMAC" from WAC 182-530-7150 and re-
pealing WAC 182-530-8150. HCA no longer uses AMAC as a reimbursement 
method.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: See purpose.
Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160.
Statute Being Implemented: RCW 41.05.021, 41.05.160.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: HCA, governmental.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting: Brian Jensen, 

P.O. Box 42716, Olympia, WA 98504-2716, 360-725-0815; Implementation 
and Enforcement: Wendy Steffens, P.O. Box 45500, Olympia, WA 
98504-5500, 360-725-5145.

A school district fiscal impact statement is not required under 
RCW 28A.305.135.

A cost-benefit analysis is not required under RCW 34.05.328. RCW 
34.05.328 does not apply to HCA rules unless requested by the joint 
administrative rules review committee or applied voluntarily.

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt from 
requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act because the proposal: 

Is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(4).
Explanation of exemptions: The proposed rule removes references 

to an obsolete reimbursement method and does not impose any costs on 
businesses.

Scope of exemption for rule proposal:
Is fully exempt.

September 10, 2024
Wendy Barcus
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Rules Coordinator

OTS-5726.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 17-07-001, filed 3/1/17, effective 
4/1/17)

WAC 182-530-7150  Reimbursement—Compounded prescriptions.  (1) 
The medicaid agency does not consider reconstitution to be compound-
ing.

(2) The agency covers a drug ingredient used for a compounded 
prescription only when the manufacturer has a signed rebate agreement 
with the federal Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

(3) The agency considers bulk chemical supplies used in compoun-
ded prescriptions as nondrug items, which do not require a drug rebate 
agreement. The agency covers such bulk chemical supplies only as spe-
cifically approved by the agency.

(4) The agency reimburses pharmacists for compounding drugs only 
if the client's drug therapy needs are unable to be met by commercial-
ly available dosage strengths or forms of the medically necessary 
drug.

(a) The pharmacist must ensure the need for the adjustment of the 
drug's therapeutic strength or form is well-documented in the client's 
file.

(b) The pharmacist must ensure that the ingredients used in a 
compounded prescription are for an approved use as defined in "medi-
cally accepted indication" in WAC 182-530-1050.

(5) The agency requires that each drug ingredient used for a com-
pounded prescription be billed to the agency using its eleven-digit 
national drug code (NDC) number.

(6) Compounded prescriptions are reimbursed as follows:
(a) The agency allows only the lowest cost for each covered in-

gredient, whether that cost is determined by actual acquisition cost 
(AAC), federal upper limit (FUL), maximum allowable cost (MAC), ((au-
tomated maximum allowable cost (AMAC),)) or amount billed.

(b) The agency applies current prior authorization requirements 
to drugs used as ingredients in compounded prescriptions, except as 
provided under (c) of this subsection. The agency denies payment for a 
drug requiring authorization when authorization is not obtained.

(c) The agency may designate selected drugs as not requiring au-
thorization when used for compounded prescriptions. For the list of 
selected drugs, refer to the agency's prescription drug program bill-
ing instructions.

(d) The agency pays a professional dispensing fee as described 
under WAC 182-530-7050 for each drug ingredient used in compounding 
when the conditions of this section are met and each ingredient is 
billed separately by the eleven-digit NDC.

(e) The agency does not pay a separate fee for compounding time.
(7) The agency requires pharmacists to document the need for each 

inactive ingredient added to the compounded prescription. The agency 
limits reimbursement to the inactive ingredients that meet the follow-
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ing criteria. To be reimbursed by the agency, each inactive ingredient 
must be:

(a) A necessary component of a compounded drug; and
(b) Billed by an eleven-digit national drug code (NDC).

REPEALER
The following section of the Washington Administrative Code is 

repealed:
WAC 182-530-8150 Reimbursement—Automated maximum 

allowable cost (AMAC).
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