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EXPEDITED RULES

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
[Filed September 16, 2024, 2:32 p.m.]

Title of Rule and Other Identifying Information: Chapter 16-501 
WAC, WSDA procedural rules—Commodity boards or commissions.

Purpose of the Proposal and Its Anticipated Effects, Including 
Any Changes in Existing Rules: In response to a petition for rule mak-
ing, the department of agriculture (department) is proposing to clari-
fy current rule language by replacing all gender-specific pronouns 
with modern gender-inclusive pronouns.

Reasons Supporting Proposal: RCW 43.01.160 requires state agen-
cies to use gender-neutral terms in rules unless a specification of 
gender is intended. Replacing gender-specific terminology supports the 
department's commitment to integrate inclusive policies and procedures 
as outlined in the department's 22-25 strategic plan.

Gender-inclusive pronouns are pronouns that are not specifically 
gendered and can be utilized when referring to each other in the third 
person. They are linguistic tools that we use to refer to people. Us-
ing gender-neutral pronouns can help create a more inclusive and wel-
coming environment and show respect for people's gender identities.

Statutory Authority for Adoption: RCW 15.24.035, 15.26.060, 
15.28.023, 15.44.021, 15.65.240, 15.66.113, 15.88.050, 15.89.050, 
15.115.060, 16.67.060, and 43.01.160.

Statute Being Implemented: Chapters 15.65 and 16.66 RCW.
Rule is not necessitated by federal law, federal or state court 

decision.
Name of Proponent: Skye Theriot, private.
Name of Agency Personnel Responsible for Drafting, Implementa-

tion, and Enforcement: Megan Finkenbinder, 1111 Washington Street 
S.E., Olympia, 360-902-1887.

This notice meets the following criteria to use the expedited 
adoption process for these rules:

Corrects typographical errors, makes address or name changes, or 
clarifies language of a rule without changing its effect.

Explanation of the Reason the Agency Believes the Expedited Rule-
Making Process is Appropriate: The amendments in this proposal meet 
the criteria for expedited rule making specified in RCW 34.05.353 
(1)(c) by clarifying the rule, without changing its effect, by replac-
ing gender-specific pronouns with gender-inclusive pronouns.

NOTICE
THIS RULE IS BEING PROPOSED UNDER AN EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROC-

ESS THAT WILL ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR THE AGENCY TO HOLD PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS, PREPARE A SMALL BUSINESS ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT, OR PROVIDE 
RESPONSES TO THE CRITERIA FOR A SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE RULE. IF YOU 
OBJECT TO THIS USE OF THE EXPEDITED RULE-MAKING PROCESS, YOU MUST EX-
PRESS YOUR OBJECTIONS IN WRITING AND THEY MUST BE SENT TO Megan Fin-
kenbinder, Washington State Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 42560, 
Olympia, WA 98504, phone 360-902-1887, fax 360-902-2092, email 
mfinkenbinder@agr.wa.gov, BEGINNING October 2, 8:00 a.m., AND RECEIVED 
BY November 19, 11:59 p.m.

September 16, 2024
Derek I. Sandison

Director
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OTS-5815.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-21-181, filed 10/24/18, effective 
11/24/18)

WAC 16-501-525  Unsigned ballot envelopes: Advisory votes, refer-
enda, and board member elections.  The director of the department of 
agriculture is responsible for administering marketing order referenda 
under chapters 15.65 and 15.66 RCW and for administering elections for 
advisory votes and board member selection as authorized in RCW 
15.24.035, 15.26.060, 15.28.023, 15.44.021, 15.65.240, 15.66.113, 
15.88.050, 15.89.050, 15.115.060, and 16.67.060.

(1) The department will mail ballots to those eligible to vote in 
each election according to the terms of the applicable statute and 
marketing order. Each voter will be provided an official ballot, in-
structions for voting, a security envelope and return ballot-mailing 
envelope with a "Certificate of Eligibility" (certification) printed 
on the reverse side of the envelope.

(2) After casting a vote in the election, an eligible voter must 
place the ballot in the security envelope, which is then placed in the 
ballot-mailing return envelope with the certification on the reverse 
side. To validate ((his or her)) their ballot, the voter is required 
to complete, sign and date the certification.

(3) In the event a ballot is submitted to the department and the 
certification is not signed and dated in accordance with the instruc-
tions contained on the outside of the ballot-mailing return envelope 
or the ballot is returned in a different envelope without a certifica-
tion, the ballot-mailing envelope will not be opened nor will the bal-
lot it contains be counted. The unopened ballot-mailing envelope will 
be set aside and retained in accordance with the appropriate records 
retention schedule.

(4) Only validated ballots will be included in a ballot count.
(5) This rule applies to referenda, advisory votes, elections, 

and runoffs required by statute.
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