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OTS-5593.3

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-16-031, filed 7/25/20, effective 
8/25/20)

WAC 181-85-045  Approved in-service education agency—Definition. 
As used in this chapter, the term "approved in-service education agen-
cy" shall mean an agency approved by the professional educator stand-
ards board to provide in-service education programs and to grant con-
tinuing education credit hours to all or a selective group of educa-
tors. Such agency must demonstrate the following characteristics:

(1) The agency is one of the following entities or a department 
or section within such entities:

(a) A college or university referenced in WAC 181-85-025(1);
(b)(i) An organization which for the purpose of this chapter 

shall mean any local, state, regional, or national organization which 
offers in-service education programs to teachers, administrators, edu-
cational staff associates, or paraeducators. These organizations must 
be nonprofit or not-for-profit organizations;

(ii) Organizations shall provide documentation of their nonprofit 
or not-for-profit status to the superintendent of public instruction 
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as part of their annual assurances of compliance with program and re-
cordkeeping standards under WAC 181-85-210;

(iii) Organizations that are filed as a 501 (c)(4) with the In-
ternal Revenue Service shall not be approved as continuing education 
providers.

(c) A school district, an educational service district, the su-
perintendent of public instruction, or any local, state, or federal 
agency;

(d) An approved private school which for the purpose of this 
chapter shall mean the same as provided in WAC 180-90-112; or

(e) An educator preparation program provider approved under chap-
ter 181-78A or 181-77A WAC by the professional educator standards 
board.

(2) The in-service education agency has either a committee or 
board of directors that provide prior approval to proposed in-service 
education programs on the basis that the proposed programs are de-
signed to meet the program standards set forth in WAC 181-85-200, and 
the content standards in WAC 181-85-202.

The committee will be composed of individuals who may include 
teachers, educational staff associates, administrators, paraeducators, 
community members, or representatives from colleges and universities.

(3) Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, in-service education 
agencies providing continuing education under WAC 181-79A-244(3) shall 
submit the following as part of the application process:

(a) The entity's mission and vision;
(b) The entity's experience and expertise in providing professio-

nal development to educators generally, as well as specific experience 
and expertise in equity-based practices;

(c) Possible subject matter topics of continuing education to be 
provided by the entity;

(d) Information on clock hour pricing;
(e) Transcript processes.
(4) School districts, tribal compact schools, and the superin-

tendent of public instruction shall be considered to be approved in-
service education agencies.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-15-143, filed 7/24/19, effective 
8/24/19)

WAC 181-85-200  In-service education approval standards.  All in-
service education programs provided by approved in-service education 
agencies shall meet the following program standards if continuing edu-
cation credit hours are to be offered:

(1) The objectives of the in-service program—i.e., intended out-
comes—shall be written for each in-service education program.

(2) The content of the in-service education program shall be set 
forth in a program agenda which shall specify the program objectives, 
the dates of each session, the number of continuing education credit 
hours to be offered, and the names and a short description of the 
qualifications of each instructor, for example, the instructor's rele-
vant experience, academic background, or current professional posi-
tion.

(3) All in-service education instructors shall have academic or 
professional experience which specifically qualifies them to conduct 
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the in-service education program, for example, expertise in a particu-
lar content area, field, or occupation.

(4) The program agenda and program materials, prepared, designed, 
or selected for the in-service education program shall be available to 
all attendees.

(5) The in-service education program must relate to one or more 
of the content standards in WAC 181-85-202.

(6) The in-service education agency shall provide program evalua-
tions to the participants, and, to the extent possible, collect these 
evaluations, in order to determine:

(a) The extent to which the written objectives have been met;
(b) Participant perception of relevance and quality of the offer-

ing;
(c) The extent to which activities identified in subsection (5) 

of this section, addressed by the in-service program, have been met;
(d) The extent to which the in-service program provided the op-

portunity for participants to reflect on next steps or implementation 
of the learning in their practice; and

(e) Suggestions for improving the in-service education program if 
repeated.

(7) The in-service education agency shall compile the evaluations 
received in subsection (6) of this section in summary form. Summary 
evaluation results for each in-service education agency offering shall 
be accessible to office of superintendent of public instruction staff 
for review.

(8) The designated administrator of each in-service education 
agency shall assess the value and success of such program and periodi-
cally report his or her findings, along with a summary of the evalua-
tion results, to the board of directors or in-service education agency 
committee that authorized the in-service program.

(9) The standards for recordkeeping as provided in WAC 181-85-205 
shall apply.

(10) The in-service education agency must permit a designated 
representative of the superintendent of public instruction to attend 
the in-service education program at no charge and permit such repre-
sentative to receive a copy of the program materials required by sub-
section (4) of this section also at no charge.

(11) The in-service education agency must provide each registrant 
with appropriate forms for claiming continuing education credit hours.

(12) The provisions of this section do not apply to credit or 
continuing education hours awarded by accredited institutions of high-
er education under WAC 181-79A-030; course work continuing education 
hours awarded by a vocational-technical college; hours awarded by the 
department of children, youth, and families under WAC 181-85-030; 
hours awarded under WAC 181-85-033; or hours awarded under WAC 
181-85-077 which satisfy department of health licensure requirements.

(13) An entity providing an administrator or teacher continuing 
education program focused on equity-based school practices or the na-
tional professional standards for education leaders must publicly post 
the learning objectives of the program on its website. If the entity 
does not have a website, it must post the learning objectives of the 
program in a conspicuous place in the entity's main office and submit 
a copy of the learning objectives to the Washington professional edu-
cator standards board.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-15-143, filed 7/24/19, effective 
8/24/19)

WAC 181-85-220  Noncompliance—Substantial compliance rule.  (1) 
If an audit by the superintendent of public instruction finds that an 
approved in-service education agency is not in substantial compliance 
with the provisions of this chapter, the superintendent of public in-
struction shall document violations of the regulations—i.e., written 
findings of fact and conclusions of law—and notify such provider of 
corrective action necessary to achieve substantial compliance. If such 
in-service education agency fails to provide an assurance within 
((twenty)) 20 calendar days that such corrective action will be imple-
mented, the superintendent of public instruction shall notify the 
agency that it is no longer eligible to provide continuing education 
credit hours in its in-service education program until the agency pro-
vides an assurance to the superintendent of public instruction that 
corrective action will be implemented which will satisfy the substan-
tial compliance standard. If the approved in-service agency has more 
than one department or section operating in-service programs, then on-
ly the department or section within such agency that fails to comply 
with the provisions of this chapter shall no longer be eligible to 
provide continuing education credit hours.

(2) If an audit by the professional educator standards board 
finds that an approved in-service education agency is not in substan-
tial compliance with the provisions of this chapter, the professional 
educator standards board shall document violations of the regulations
—i.e., written findings of fact and conclusions of law—and notify 
such provider of corrective action necessary to achieve substantial 
compliance. If such in-service education agency fails to provide an 
assurance within 20 calendar days that such corrective action will be 
implemented, the professional educator standards board shall notify 
the agency that it is no longer eligible to provide continuing educa-
tion credit hours in its in-service education program until the agency 
provides an assurance to the professional educator standards board 
that corrective action will be implemented which will satisfy the sub-
stantial compliance standard. If the approved in-service agency has 
more than one department or section operating in-service programs, 
then only the department or section within such agency that fails to 
comply with the provisions of this chapter shall no longer be eligible 
to provide continuing education credit hours.

NEW SECTION
WAC 181-85-222  Temporary or permanent revocation of continuing 

education provider status.  (1) Continuing education provider status 
may be temporarily or permanently revoked for providers that meet any 
of the following criteria:

(a) Providers that receive a substantial number of complaints 
filed against the provider, as determined by the board;

(b) Providers found to not be in substantial compliance with RCW 
28A.410.277; or

(c) Providers found to offer course material that is not in sub-
stantial alignment with the cultural competency, diversity, equity, 
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and inclusion standards of practices adopted in RCW 28A.410.260, as 
determined by the board.

(2) The following entities are authorized to submit a complaint 
under this section:

(a) Educators; or
(b) Local education agencies; or
(c) The office of the superintendent of public instruction; or
(d) Organizations representing principals; or
(e) Organizations representing school board members; or
(f) Organizations representing school administrators; or
(g) Labor organizations representing classified instructional 

staff; or
(h) Labor organizations representing teachers.
(3) The process for reviewing complaints under subsections (1) 

and (2) of this section shall be published by the professional educa-
tor standards board.

(4) Only the professional educator standards board may permanent-
ly revoke approval status of a continuing education provider.
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