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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Revising the responsibility for fire investigation.

Sponsors: Senators Winsley, Haugen, Hale, Sheldon, Goings and Hochstatter.

Senate Committee on Government Operations
House Committee on Government Operations

Background: In 1995, the State Fire Protection Policy Board was directed by the
Legislature to conduct a study on the overlapping and confusing jurisdiction and
responsibilities of local governments concerning fire investigation. Among other findings,
the board found that: confusion exists in statute regarding responsibility for investigating the
origin, cause, and extent of loss of all fires; responsibilities within fire districts needed
clarification; many small cities and towns with volunteer fire departments have very limited
or no resources to carry out responsibilities of investigating fire cause and origin; and fire
incident data collection is insufficient.

Summary: The responsibility for investigating the cause, circumstances, and extent of loss
of all fires is assigned as follows: (a) within any city or town, the chief of the fire
department; (b) within unincorporated areas of a county, the county fire marshal, or other
fire official so designated by the county legislative authority.

Interlocal agreements may be entered into to meet the responsibilities of this act.

If the cause of a fire is determined to be suspicious or criminal in nature, the person
responsible for the fire investigation must immediately report the results of the investigation
to the local law enforcement agency and the State Fire Marshal.

Any law enforcement agency, sheriff, or chief of police may assist in the investigation of all
fires within his or her respective jurisdiction.

A fire marshal or other person is precluded from entering the scene of an emergency until
permitted by the officer in charge of the emergency incident.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 0
House 86 0 (House amended)
Senate 45 0 (Senate concurred)

Effective: June 6, 1996
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