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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Revising qualifications for commercial driver’s licenses.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Owen and
Prince; by request of Department of Licensing).

Senate Committee on Transportation
House Committee on Transportation

Background: Federal law requires operators of certain commercial motor vehicles to obtain
a commercial driver’s license (CDL). This includes operators of vehicles with 26,001 or
more pounds Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR), and vehicles under 26,001 pounds
GVWR if they are transporting hazardous materials or carrying 16 or more passengers
including the driver. Current state law further requires a CDL if a person is operating a
school bus regardless of size and weight, although federal law requires a CDL in such cases
only if the vehicle has a GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds or is designed to carry 16 or
more passengers, including the driver. State law must be at least as restrictive as the federal
law to avoid penalties but can be more restrictive.

Changes and clarifications to the federal law are necessitating changes to the state law.
Under current statute a school bus driver can test with a vehicle under 26,001 pounds
GVWR or designed to carry less than 16 passengers and receive a CDL that permits
operation of a vehicle carrying 16 or more passengers.

If not implemented, the state will lose 5 percent ($3.5 million) of federal aid construction
funds for the first year of noncompliance and 10 percent for subsequent years of non-
compliance.

Summary: Two new CDL endorsements are added. The first new endorsement authorizes
driving all vehicles carrying passengers, and the second new endorsement authorizes driving
vehicles with a GVWR of less than 26,001 pounds carrying 16 or more passengers including
the driver.

Penalties for violating out of service orders -- for example, driving a vehicle that is out of
service because of defective equipment -- are added to comply with the new federal
legislation. These penalties consist of time periods of commercial driver license suspension.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0
House 95 0

Effective: October 1, 1996
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