
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5154

As Passed House
April 14, 1997

Title: An act relating to maximum gross weight of vehicles.

Brief Description: Extending the vehicle gross weight schedule.

Sponsors: Senators Horn, Heavey and Prince.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Transportation Policy & Budget: 3/25/97, 4/2/97 [DP].
Floor Activity:

Passed House: 4/14/97, 97-0.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION POLICY & BUDGET

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 26 members: Representatives K. Schmidt,
Chairman; Hankins, Vice Chairman; Mielke, Vice Chairman; Mitchell, Vice
Chairman; Fisher, Ranking Minority Member; Blalock, Assistant Ranking Minority
Member; Cooper, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Backlund; Buck; Cairnes;
Chandler; Constantine; DeBolt; Hatfield; Johnson; Murray; O’Brien; Ogden;
Radcliff; Robertson; Romero; Scott; Skinner; Sterk; Wood and Zellinsky.

Minority Report: Do not pass. Signed by 1 member: Representative Gardner.

Staff: Mary McLaughlin (786-7309).

Background: Washington’s vehicle gross weight schedule is based upon a federal
formula that sets forth truck weight limits based upon the number of axles and axle
configuration/spacing. The gross weight schedule is capped at 105,500 pounds. The
maximum length between the first and last axle is currently set at 70 feet. Based on
this schedule, the maximum weight that can be carried by vehicles with six or seven
axles is 96,000 and 101,000 pounds, respectively.

These vehicles could haul up to the legal maximum limit of 105,500 pounds if the
weight table were extended from 70 feet to 86 feet, thereby creating more distance
between the first and last axle. The extension does not change the 105,000 pound
limit or the axle weight limits. Extending the table does make Washington’s gross
weight schedule for six- and seven-axle trucks the same as Idaho and Oregon.
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The Federal Highway Administration has informed the Washington State Department
of Transportation that there is a rounding error in the state’s weight table. The
correct weight limit for five-axle trucks with 70 feet between the first and last axle
should be 91,500 pounds rather than 92,000 pounds.

Summary of Bill: Washington’s vehicle gross weight schedule is extended from 70
feet to 86 feet between the first and last axle so that six- and seven-axle trucks can
reach the legal maximum weight limit of 105,500 pounds. The weight limit for five-
axle trucks with 70 feet between the first and last axle is changed from 92,000 pounds
to 91,500 pounds to correct a rounding error in Washington’s weight table, thereby
bringing the table into compliance with the federal bridge formula.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: Extending the weight table for six- and seven-axle trucks will make
Washington’s weight table the same as that used in Idaho and Oregon, thereby
creating more efficiency in the movement of goods between the states.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: Larry Pursley, Washington Trucking Association.
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