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Brief Description: Authorizing uses for master planned resorts.

Sponsors: By House Committee on Government Reform & Land Use (originally
sponsored by Representatives Reams, Scott, Buck, Sheldon, Delvin, D. Sommers and
Kessler).

House Committee on Government Reform & Land Use
Senate Committee on Government Operations

Background: Under the Growth Management Act (GMA), each county and each city
in counties that meet the GMA’s requirements adopts a comprehensive plan that
includes a list of elements and subjects set forth in the act. Counties and cities must
include the following elements and subjects in a comprehensive plan: land use,
housing, capital facilities plan, utilities, transportation, provisions designating the five
types of critical areas, provisions designating the three types of natural resource
lands, the goals and policies of the county’s or city’s shoreline master program
adopted under the Shoreline Management Act, urban-growth area designation, and
rural-element designation. A comprehensive plan also may include other elements
and matters.

Counties and cities must also adopt development regulations consistent with their
comprehensive plan and must designate and protect critical areas, designate and
conserve certain natural-resource lands, and designate urban-growth areas. Among
other requirements, each urban-growth area must permit urban densities and must
include greenbelt and open-space areas. An urban-growth area may include territory
that is located outside of a city only if that territory is already characterized by or is
adjacent to an area characterized by urban growth or is designated as a new, fully
contained community.

Counties that plan under the GMA may also permit master planned resorts to be
characterized as urban growth outside of urban-growth areas. A master planned
resort means a self-contained, fully integrated, planned, unit development in a setting
of significant natural amenities with the primary focus on destination resort facilities
consisting of short-term visitor accommodations associated with a range of facilities.
A master planned resort may include other residential uses within its boundaries, but
only if the residential uses are integrated into and support the on-site recreational
nature of the resort.
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A county may permit master planned resorts as urban growth outside of an urban-
growth area if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) the comprehensive plan specifically identifies policies to guide the
development of master planned resorts;

(2) the comprehensive plan and development regulations include restrictions
that preclude new urban or suburban-land uses in the vicinity of the master
planned resort, except in areas otherwise designated for urban growth;

(3) the county includes a finding as a part of the approval process that the land
is better suited, and has more long-term importance, for the master planned
resort than for the commercial harvesting of timber or agricultural
production, if located on land that otherwise would be designated as forest
land or agricultural land;

(4) the county ensures that the resort plan is consistent with the development
regulations established for critical areas; and

(5) on-site and off-site infrastructure impacts are fully considered and
mitigated.

Summary: Counties planning under the Growth Management Act (GMA) may
include some existing resorts as master planned resorts under a GMA provision that
allows counties to permit master planned resorts as urban growth outside of urban-
growth areas. An existing resort– is a resort that was in existence on July 1, 1990,
and developed as a significantly self-contained and integrated development that
includes various types of accommodations and facilities.

An existing resort may be authorized by a county if specific criteria, including
guiding policies and certain land use restrictions, are met and certain findings on
suitability and mitigation of impacts are made.

A county may allocate a portion of its 20-year population projection prepared by the
Office of Financial Management to the master planned resort. The allocation must
correspond to the projected number of permanent residents within the master planned
resort.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 97 0
Senate 46 0 (Senate amended)
House 98 0 (House concurred)
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Effective: July 27, 1997
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