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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Revising procedures for staggering of terms for new court of appeals
positions.

Sponsors: By House Committee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored by
Representatives Sheahan and Costa; by request of Court of Appeals).

House Committee on Law & Justice
Senate Committee on Law & Justice

Background: The state court of appeals is divided into three "divisions." The
divisions are headquartered in Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane. Each of the divisions is
also divided into three "districts."

In 1993, the Legislature increased the number of judges in the court of appeals from
17 to 23. The positions took effect only as they were specifically funded in the state
budget. The new positions were to be filled by appointment followed by an election
at the next November general election for staggered terms and then election to six-
year terms of office.

The new positions were to take effect over various dates to create staggered six-year
terms. The statute creating the new positions includes several dates and timing
provisions relating to the filling of the new positions and the length of the initial terms
of the new positions. Several of these date and timing references are now obsolete.

Two of the new positions created in 1993 have not been filled. These unfilled
positions are in King County, which is the first district of division one of the state
court of appeals. These two positions were to have been filled prior to the November
1993 election, or, if not by that date, then prior to the November 1999 election.

Summary: Obsolete dates are removed from the 1993 statute that created six new
judicial positions on the court of appeals. Dates relating to the two unfilled positions
are adjusted.

The initial full six-year terms of the two positions remaining to be filled in the first
district of division one are to begin in January 2001, following the November 2000
general election. If the effective date of the initial filling of the positions is too late
for the positions to appear on the November 1999 ballot, then the initial full elected
term is to begin in January 2007, following the November 2006 general election.
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Votes on Final Passage:

House 93 0
Senate 45 0

Effective: June 11, 1998
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