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Background: The State Board of Education (SBE) has the authority to approveBackground:Background:
teacher preparation programs and define requirements for teacher certification.
Persons wishing to teach in public or private schools of this state must be certified by
the board. Applicants for teacher certificates must graduate from a state-approved
college or university teacher preparation program, hold appropriate degrees and
licenses, and complete additional course work for subject and grade level
endorsements.

Teacher Certification

The SBE has adopted rules that describe some of the types of skill and knowledge a
candidate for teacher certification must possess. In addition, the board has adopted
rules specifying some of the endorsements required for persons teaching at different
grade levels. Currently, the board has approved over 40 endorsements to the teaching
certificate, each requiring successful completion of at least 24 college quarter credits
or their equivalent. Essential areas of study are identified for some but not all of the
credits required to earn an endorsement. A prospective teacher has the following
grade-level endorsement options:

} preschool through grade three in the subject areas of early childhood education or
early childhood special education;

} kindergarten through grade eight in elementary education which includes all
subject areas taught in those grades;

} kindergarten through grade twelve in one or more of the following: reading,
English as a second language, bilingual education, or eight other subject areas;



} grade four through grade twelve in English/language arts, English, or
approximately 27 other subject areas.

The SBE has adopted rules that specify some of the areas of study that must be taken
to receive certain endorsements. For example:

} An endorsement in elementary education requires successful completion of course
work in child growth and development, classroom organization and management,
and instructional methods in reading, mathematics, language arts, and six other
subject areas.

} A reading endorsement requires successful completion of course work in reading
development, reading diagnosis and prescription, children and adolescent
literature, instructional methods in reading, and instructional methods in reading in
the content areas.

The SBE has embanked upon a process to reduce the total number of endorsements
from 40 to about 15. Reading is included in the proposed list of 15 endorsement
areas. The board is establishing a committee for each of the currently contemplated
endorsements. The committees will recommend the areas of study that are essential
to each endorsement. The board is also considering a rule to increase the minimum
number of credits required to earn an endorsement from 24 to 45 quarter credits.
The board hopes to adopt new endorsement requirements by the end of 1998.

Approved Teacher Preparation Programs

The SBE has adopted rules that describe the responsibilities of approved teacher
preparation programs. One of the rules requires colleges to place their emphasis in
preservice teacher preparation programs on effective teaching. The board requires
approved programs to offer course work that allows the candidates to acquire a
specified list of knowledge and skills, especially knowledge and skills related to the
state’s Student Learning Goals and Essential Academic Learning Requirements.

In addition to SBE requirements, state law also requires preparation programs to
include course work on issues of abuse. The content of the course work is
prescribed. The course must discuss the identification of physical, emotional, sexual,
and substance abuse, information on the impact of abuse on behavior and on the
responsibilities of teachers to report abuse.

The board requires approved programs to ensure that candidates for certification have
completed course work in schools and society, human grown, development and
learning, and American school law. Some of the topics that must be covered in the
course work are also described in the rules. The board is beginning to implement
approval standards for performance-based preparation programs for teachers,
administrators, and educational staff associates. The courseware requirements



described here will probably be removed when the board adopts its rules for
performance-based programs.

Summary of Bill:Summary of Bill:Summary of Bill:

After August 31, 2000 a person who becomes certified to teach in an elementary
school must have successfuly met two requirements. First the candidtate must have
successfully completed coursework in beginning reading instruction. Second, they
must also have pased a reading instruction competence exam administered by the
SBE.

Required Course Work in Beginning Reading Instruction

The content of the course work in the required beginning reading instruction is
described. The course work will include study of research on the acquisition of
reading skills and the skills needed by proficient readers. The course work will
consist of the study of organized, systemic, explicit skills. The skills include:

} phonemic awareness and decoding;
} a strong literature, language, and comprehension component with a balance of oral

and written language;
} diagnostic techniques that assess a student’s accuracy and fluency levels;
} early intervention techniques; and
} guided practice in a school setting.

Reading Instruction Competency Assessment

The SBE is responsible for the development, purchase, administration, scoring, and
reporting of scores for the reading instruction competency assessment. The board
may involve the SPI in its implementation of these responsibilities. The board must
involve teachers, administrators, and representatives of institutions of higher education
in the development and implementation of the assessments. Before administering any
proposed assessments, the board must submit them to the education committees of the
House of Representatives and Senate for review.

By June 30, 1999, the SBE will ensure that candidates seeking initial certification to
provide instruction in elementary grades will take and pass a reading instruction
competency assessment. The assessment will measure the candidates ability to teach
beginning reading skills effectively. The candidates must be able to demonstrate
mastery of instructional methods that are based on reliable and replicable teaching
strategies. The assessment will measure the candidates’ abilities to provide the
following:

} Explicit and systematic instruction in phonemic awareness for all kindergarten and
first grade students, and application of phonemic awareness principles to beginning
reading strategies;



} Explicit systematic decoding instruction and practice in using the decoding skills
in decodable text materials;

} Explicit and systematic instruction in spelling and spelling patterns, and in the use
of student created spelling to support beginning reading development; and

} Explicit instruction in reading comprehension skills.

Definitions

The following terms are defined:

} phonemic awareness instruction;
} explicit systematic decoding instruction;
} decodable text;
} diagnosis of a student’s ability to decode;
} explicit and systematic instruction in spelling;
} vocabulary instruction; and
} instruction in reading comprehension skills.

Appropriation: None.Appropriation:Appropriation:

Fiscal Note: Not requested.Fiscal Note:Fiscal Note:

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.Effective Date:Effective Date:


