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Natural Resources & Parks, February 26, 1998

Brief Description: Requesting Congress to review the impact of the Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area Act.

Sponsors: Representatives Boldt and Dunn.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Natural Resources & Parks: 2/26/98 [DPA, DNP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES & PARKS

Majority Report: Do pass as amended.
Signed by Senators Oke, Chair; Rossi, Vice Chair; Hargrove, Morton, Roach, Stevens

and Swecker.

Minority Report: Do not pass.
Signed by Senator Prentice.

Staff: Vic Moon (786-7469)

Background: The United States Constitution prohibits any state from entering into a
compact with any other state without the consent of Congress. When two states consent to
an interstate compact that has been approved by Congress, the interstate compact becomes
binding on the consenting states and assumes the status of federal law.

In 1986, the United States Congress passed the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
Act and gave its advance consent to an agreement between the states of Oregon and
Washington (compact) for creation of the Columbia River Gorge Commission (commission).
The Washington and Oregon Legislatures ratified the compact and declared the provisions
of the compact to be the law of the respective states.

The commission is comprised of 12 voting members, half of whom are appointed by the
governors of Washington and Oregon and half of whom are appointed by the legislative
bodies of the respective scenic area counties of Oregon and Washington. The commission
has the authority to:

• disapprove a land use ordinance adopted by a county within the Gorge Area if the
ordinance is inconsistent with the management plan developed under the compact;

• enact a land use ordinance setting standards for the use of non-federal land in a
county within the scenic area of the Gorge Area if a county fails to adopt a land use
ordinance consistent with the management plan; and
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• review all proposals for major development action and new residential development
in each county within the Gorge Area, except in urban areas, and to disapprove such
development if the commission finds that the development is inconsistent with the
compact.

Under the compact, Washington and Oregon agree to provide the funding necessary to
effectuate the commission, and the commission’s budget is apportioned equally between
Washington and Oregon.

Summary of Amended Bill: Congress is formally asked to hold public oversight hearings
on the impacts of the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act and its
implementation on the citizens and the counties within the area covered by the act. The
memorial also requests that Congress amend the act by doing two things:

• directing the Columbia River Gorge Commission to continue to cooperate and assist
counties in implementing the act; and

• providing for election of the county members of the commission by the residents of
the counties in both states.

Amended Bill Compared to Original Bill: Language is changed to reflect the fact that
some cooperation between the commission and the counties is taking place.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on February 12, 1997.

Testimony For: Better cooperation is needed and oversight hearings by Congress are
necessary. County voters should select Columbia River Gorge Commission members.

Testimony Against: The cooperation between the commission and local government has
improved greatly in the last year. The present appointment of members by the county
legislative authority works well and should not be changed to an unwieldy election process.

Testified: Representative Marc Boldt, prime sponsor (pro); Ron Shultz, Audubon Society
(con); Josh Baldi, WA Enviro Council (con); Steve Clagett, 1000 Friends of Washington
(con).
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