SENATE BILL REPORT

SB 6353
As Passed Senate, February 12, 1998

Title: An act relating to use of sick leave before eligibility for disability requirements of
Washington state patrol officers.

Brief Description: Reflecting actual working hours for disability of Washington state patrol
officers.

Sponsors. Senators Sellar and Goings; by request of Washington State Patrol.
Brief History:

Committee Activity: Transportation: 2/3/98 [DP).
Passed Senate, 2/12/98, 48-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Prince, Chair; Benton, Vice Chair; Wood, Vice Chair; Goings,
Haugen, Heavey, Horn, Morton, Oke, Patterson, Rasmussen and Sellar.

Staff: Paul Neal (786-7315)

Background: Under current law, acommissioned officer of the Washington State Patrol can
qualify for temporary disability leave. While on temporary disability, the officer no longer
needs to use sick leave to cover the period of absence. To qualify, the officer must be
unavailable for duty for more than five consecutive work days due to a disabling injury
suffered while on duty. The length of a work day can vary between eight and 12 hours
depending upon an officer’s assignment. Because of the variance in the length of a work
day, the amount of sick leave an officer must use before qualifying for temporary disability
can vary.

For instance, an officer assigned to ten-hour shifts would have to utilize 50 hours of sick
leave (five ten-hour days) prior to qualifying for temporary disability leave. In contrast, an
officer assigned to eight-hours shifts would only need to use 40 hours of sick leave in order
to qualify.

Summary of Bill: Disability leave may be approved after a State Patrol officer has been
unavailable for duty for 40 work hours. The number of work days that an officer has to be
absent before being eligible to qualify for temporary disability varies depending upon the
officer's assigned shift.
Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.
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Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: This change levels the playing field by alowing all eligible officers to
qualify for temporary disability after being absent for 40 work hours.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: PRO: Senator Sellar, prime sponsor; Annette Sandberg, Chief, WSP.
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