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SENATE BI LL 6473

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Kohl, Brown, Snyder, Loveland, Franklin,
Fairley, Prentice, Heavey, Kline, B. Sheldon, Fraser, Spanel, Goings
and Thi baudeau; by request of Governor Locke

Read first tine 01/19/98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to local levy equalization; anending RCW
28A. 500. 010; creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the increased
| evy aut horization enacted in 1997 enabl ed school districts to enhance
basi ¢ educati on progranms provided by the state with |ocal options, but
that districts wth higher-than-average property tax rates are
chal | enged to secure voter approval of |levies to take advantage of the
i ncreased authorization. Therefore, it is the intent of the
|l egislature to increase state assistance for school districts’ | ocal
efforts.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 500. 010 and 1997 c¢ 259 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Commencing with taxes assessed in ((4988)) 1998 to be coll ected
in cal endar year ((4989)) 1999 and thereafter, in addition to a school
district’s other general fund all ocations, each eligible district shal
be provided | ocal effort assistance funds as provided in this section.
Such funds are not part of the district’s basic education allocation.
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(2)(a) "Prior tax collection year" neans the year immediately
preceding the year in which the local effort assistance shall be
al | ocat ed.

(b) The "state-w de average ((ten)) twel ve percent | evy rate" neans
((ten)) twelve percent of the total levy bases as defined in RCW
84.52.0531(3) summed for all school districts, and di vided by the total
assessed val uation for excess | evy purposes in the prior tax collection
year for all districts as adjusted to one hundred percent by the county
indicated ratio established in RCW 84. 48. 075.

(c) The "district’s ((ten)) twelve percent levy rate" neans the
district’s ((ten)) twel ve percent | evy anount divided by the district’s
assessed valuation for excess levy purposes for the prior tax
collection year as adjusted to one hundred percent by the county
i ndi cated rati o.

(d) The "district’'s ((ten)) twelve percent |evy anount" neans the
school district’s maximum |l evy authority after transfers determ ned
under RCW 84.52.0531(2) (a) through (c) divided by the district’s
maxi mum | evy percentage determ ned under RCW 84.52.0531(4) multiplied
by ((t+en)) twelve percent.

percent .
H—brstrt+ets—elgible for—ten—perecent—egquatizatien)) "Eligible

districts" means((:

)—Beforethe1999-calendar—year)) those districts wwth a ((ten))

twel ve percent levy rate which exceeds the state-w de average ((ten))
twel ve percent |evy rate((:—and
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(((h)) (f) Unless otherwise stated all rates, percents, and
anounts are for the cal endar year for which | ocal effort assistance is
bei ng cal cul ated under this section.

(3) Allocation of state matching funds to eligible districts for
| ocal effort assistance shall be determ ned as foll ows:

(a) Funds raised by the district through mai ntenance and operation
| evies shall be matched with state funds using the follow ng ratio of
state funds to levy funds: (i) The difference between the district’s
((ten)) twelve percent levy rate and the state-w de average ((tenr))
twel ve percent levy rate; to (ii) the state-w de average ((ter)) twel ve
percent |levy rate.

(b) The maxi mum anount of state matching funds for eligible
districts ((eHgible—+tor—ten—percent—equalization)) shall be the
district’s ((ten)) twelve percent levy amount, nmultiplied by the
foll om ng percentage: (1) The difference between the district’s
((ten)) twelve percent levy rate and the state-w de average ((ter))
twel ve percent levy rate; divided by (ii) the district’s ((ter)) twelve
percent |levy rate.

(4) Local effort assistance funds shall be distributed to
qualifying districts as foll ows:

(a) Thirty percent in April;

(b) Twenty-three percent in Muy;

(c) Two percent in June;

(d) Seventeen percent in August;

(e) Nine percent in Cctober;

(f) Seventeen percent in Novenber; and

(g) Two percent in Decenber.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect January 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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