
VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5188-S
May 19, 1997

To the Honorable President and Members,
The Senate of the State of Washington

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I am returning herewith, without my approval, Substitute

Senate Bill No. 5188 entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to offenders;"
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5188 would require the full

disclosure of 1) the medical information of death row inmates to
any person, at any time, for any reason; and 2) the medical
information of inmates who use their health status in appeals and
petitions for release. Any person would be able to obtain the
medical records of these inmates without stating the purpose and
intended use of the information.

I support the death penalty, and have sought the death penalty
as a deputy prosecutor. I strongly support that portion of the
legislation that requires the disclosure of an inmate’s medical
records, if the inmate raises his or her medical condition as part
of a court proceeding. However, I strongly disagree with the
requirement of this bill that all death row inmates’ medical
records be disclosed to anybody, at any time, for any reason.
Medical information is very personal, and should be subject to
disclosure only for compelling reasons.

Because of the way SSB 5188 was drafted, I have only the
choice of vetoing or approving the entire bill. I have chosen to
veto the bill, and hereby request the legislature to pass
legislation next session that is less broad. The portion of the
bill that would require disclosure of all death row inmates’
medical records stems primarily from the Mitchell Rupe case, where
it was rumored that Mr. Rupe sought an organ transplant while on
death row. This legislation attempts to address that situation,
but goes too far.

If the legislature wants to allow greater disclosure of death
row inmates’ medical information under certain circumstances, it
should pass legislation that is specific about the authorized
recipients and the intended purpose that together establish a
compelling public interest.

For these reasons, I have vetoed Substitute Senate Bill No.
5188 in its entirety.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Locke
Governor


