
HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2169

As Reported By House Committee On:
Criminal Justice & Corrections

Title: An act relating to unlawful harassment.

Brief Description: Creating an order for protection in cases of unlawful harassment of
an elected official.

Sponsors: Representatives Kessler, Lisk and Kenney; by request of Washington State
Patrol.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Criminal Justice & Corrections: 3/2/99 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

· Defines "elected official" to include elected state or local government
officials.

· Defines "unlawful harassment" to include conduct that seriously alarms,
harasses, or is detrimental to the official, the official’s family or staff.

· Authorizes elected officials, or a law enforcement officer on their behalf, to
file a petition for a civil anti-harassment protection order in cases where
harassment is occurring.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE & CORRECTIONS

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 8 members: Representatives Ballasiotes,
Republican Co-Chair; O’Brien, Democratic Co-Chair; Cairnes, Republican Vice
Chair; Lovick, Democratic Vice Chair; B. Chandler; Constantine; Kagi and Koster.

Staff: Yvonne Walker (786-7841).

Background:
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Currently, the crime of harassment includes threatening words or conduct which place
a person threatened in reasonable fear that the threat will be carried out.

A civil anti-harassment protection order may be made by a court, upon a showing that
a person has engaged in a course of conduct aimed at unlawful harassment. "Course of
conduct" is defined to mean "a pattern of conduct composed of a series of acts over a
period of time, however short, evidencing a continuity of purpose."

A victim of unlawful harassment can obtain an anti-harassment protection order against
a respondent forbidding the respondent from engaging in the unlawful harassment. A
court can grant an anti-harassment protection order in a proceeding convened specifically
for that purpose. Generally, anti-harassment protection orders last one year unless the
court finds that the respondent would resume unlawful harassment of the petitioner after
the order expires.

A petition for an anti-harassment protection order may be filed in the county where the
unlawful harassment occurred, the county where the respondent lives, or the county
where a respondent may be served if it is the same county where another respondent
lives.

Summary of Bill:

"Elected official" is defined to mean any state or local government official who is elected
to office.

"Unlawful harassment" is defined to mean the knowing and willful conduct which is
directed at an elected official that seriously alarms, harasses, or is detrimental to the
official, or the official’s staff or family, and serves no legitimate or lawful purpose. This
conduct would cause a reasonable person to suffer substantial emotional distress or would
be of significant concern to law enforcement in the elected official’s jurisdiction.

A petition for a civil anti-harassment protection order may be filed by an elected official
or a law enforcement representative in cases where he or she feels unlawful harassment
is occurring. A petition filed in the elected official’s jurisdiction or where the conduct
occurs must allege the existence of harassment or threat and must accompany an
affidavit, made under oath, stating the reasons and circumstances why a protection order
is being sought.

A court may order a civil anti-harassment order upon a showing that a person has
engaged in a course of conduct aimed at unlawful harassment. The conduct must have
the effect of unreasonably interfering with the official’s privacy or creates an
intimidating, hostile, or offensive living or working environment for the elected official,
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the official’s family or staff members and in which local law enforcement officers feel
may be of a security concern.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on February 24, 1999.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: People who pose harassing threats are a real danger to public officials.
In addition, when these offenders cannot get to an elected official, then they often resort
to harassing the official’s family or staff. This bill will give elected officials the tools
needed to respond to harassments in a timely manner. It will also allow law enforcement
officials to obtain anti-harassment protections orders on an elected official’s behalf.
These orders will not only help to protect the official, but also his or her family and
staff. This bill will give elected officials a tool to help expedite their petitions through
the courts more quickly.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: (In support) Representative Lynn Kessler, prime sponsor; Representative
Barbara Lisk, secondary sponsor; Annette Sandberg, Washington State Patrol; and
Rowland Thompson, Allied Daily Newspapers.
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