
HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
HB 2889

Title: An act relating to legislative building preservation and renovation.

Brief Description: Providing funds for the state legislative building renovation.

Sponsors: Representatives Mitchell, Murray, Romero, Lantz, Alexander, Ogden, Van
Luven, Hankins, Edwards, Stensen, Skinner, Kagi, and Parlette; By request of the
Lieutenant Governor, State Treasurer, and Secretary of State.

Brief Summary of Bill

· Authorizes the State Finance Committee to issue $101,445,000 in general
obligation bonds for the renovation and preservation of the Legislative
Building and for construction of a Capitol addition.

· Dedicates future timber revenues to the Capitol Building Construction
Account for repayment of the general obligation debt.

· Exempts the Legislative Building rehabilitation and the Capitol addition
project from the state debt limit.

Staff: Susan Howson (786-7142)

Background:

The Washington State Legislative Building was built in the years 1924-27. It is an example
of the imperial classic tradition in architectural history and is one of the largest, and among
the last, of these traditional monumental structures to be built in the world.

The Legislative Building houses the state Legislature and the offices of the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, State Auditor, State Treasurer and Secretary of State and is used daily
by visitors from all over the world. During the peak activity of legislative session, the
building supports 152 legislators and elected officials, more than 400 employees and an
estimated 90,000 visitors, including approximately 900 students each day.

During the 1999 legislative session, House Concurrent Resolution 4410 established a
Commission on Legislative Building Preservation and Renovation to identify a plan and
resources for the renovation and preservation of the state legislative building.– The twenty-
one member commission conducted a review of alternatives to address the needs of the 72-
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year-old building. They considered options for basic rehabilitation needs, financing, space
use and relocation, restoration treatment, access, seismic performance, and security.

The Commission’s recommendation to the 2000 Legislature is to complete the rehabilitation
of the Legislative Building and construct a new underground addition adjacent to the building
at a total project cost of $111 million. This amount assumes (1) $85.9 million to repair,
replace and install modern heating, cooling, electrical and fire safety systems; clean, treat
and repair existing sandstone; and improve the adjacent site; (2) $1 million to complete space
use programming, investigate sandstone attachment, and conduct a feasibility study of private
financing; (3) $18.6 million to construct an addition adjacent to the Legislative Building for
relocation of displaced space, temporary relocation of offices during construction, and to
meet needs for public space; and (4) $5.5 million in private contributions for restoration and
public education.

Summary of Bill:

The State Finance Committee is authorized to issue $101,445,000 in general obligation bonds
for the renovation and preservation of the Legislative Building and for construction of a
Capitol addition. The proceeds from the sale of these bonds are to be deposited into the
Capital Historic District Construction Account.

$99,400,000 is appropriated in the 1999-01 biennium from the Capital Historic District
Construction Account to the Department of General Administration for planning, design, and
construction costs related to the rehabilitation of the Legislative Building and construction of
a capitol addition. Of this amount, up to $200,000 may be used to conduct a feasibility study
of the potential for private fundraising and for the administrative costs of establishing a
private foundation.

Future timber revenues to the Capitol Building Construction Account are dedicated for
repayment of the general obligation debt. In addition, the Legislature may provide additional
means for raising moneys for the payment of principal and interest on the general obligation
debt.

The Legislative Building rehabilitation and addition project is exempt from the state debt
limit.

Appropriation: $99,400,000 is appropriated from the Capital Historic District Construction
Account to the Department of General Administration.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Agency Rule Making Impact: None.
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Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of the legislative session in which the bill is
enacted.
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