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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Preventing a registered sex offender from holding a real estate appraiser
license or certificate.

Sponsors: Senators Benton, Heavey, Shin and Oke.

Senate Committee on Commerce, Trade, Housing & Financial Institutions
House Committee on Commerce & Labor

Background: The Department of Licensing administers the real estate appraiser licensing
program. The department may discipline an appraiser if the director finds a violation of one
of the grounds for discipline. Once the director finds that an individual violated one of the
grounds for discipline, the director may deny, suspend, or revoke the license or certificate,
or may levy a fine for each offense.

One of the grounds for discipline is conviction of any gross misdemeanor or felony or the
commission of any act involving moral turpitude, dishonesty, or corruption. Persons
convicted of sexual offenses must register after their release from incarceration. Depending
on the level of the crime committed, sex offenders register for life, 15 years or 10 years.

The director’s ability to deny a license to a registered sex offender may be limited by a
statutory restriction that a person is not disqualified to practice in an licensed occupation
solely because of a prior felony conviction. However, the conviction may be considered.
A person may be denied a license if the felony for which he or she was convicted directly
relates to the licensed occupation and the conviction occurred less than 10 years ago.

Summary: The law provides that a person is not disqualified to engage in a licensed occu-
pation solely because of a prior felony conviction and that a license may be denied if the
conviction directly relates to the licensed occupation and occurred less than 10 years ago.
However, this law does not apply to a registered sex offender under the real estate appraiser
program.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 47 0
House 97 0

Effective: June 8, 2000
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