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HOUSE BI LL 2333

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual -Berke, D ckerson, Carlson, Hurst and
D. Sonmers

Prefiled 1/3/2000. Read first tinme 01/10/2000. Referred to Committee
on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to rights and duties of bicyclists; anmending RCW
46. 61. 235, 46.61.261, and 46.61.755; and adding a new section to
chapter 46.61 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA46.61.235 and 1993 ¢ 153 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The operator of an approaching vehicle shall stop and remain
stopped to all ow a pedestrian or bicycle to cross the roadway wi thin an
unmar ked or mar ked crosswal k when t he pedestrian or bicycle is upon or
within one |ane of the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is
traveling or onto which it is turning. For purposes of this section
"hal f of the roadway" neans all traffic |anes carrying traffic in one
direction of travel, and includes the entire width of a one-way
r oadway.

(2) No pedestrian or bicycle shall suddenly |eave a curb or other
pl ace of safety and wal k, run, or otherwi se nove into the path of a
vehicle whichis so close that it is inpossible for the driver to stop.

(3) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply under the
conditions stated in RCW46. 61. 240(2).
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(4) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswal k or at any
unmar ked crosswal k at an intersection to permt a pedestrian or bicycle
to cross the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from
the rear shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle.

Sec. 2. RCW46.61.261 and 1975 ¢ 62 s 41 are each anended to read
as follows:

The driver of a vehicle shall vyield the right of way to any
pedestrian or bicycle on a sidewal k. The rider of a bicycle shall
yield the right of way to a pedestrian on a sidewal k or crosswal k.

Sec. 3. RCW46.61.755 and 1965 ex.s. ¢ 155 s 80 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted
all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable
to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter, except as to specia
regul ations in RCW46. 61. 750 t hrough 46.61. 780 and except as to those
provisions of this chapter which by their nature can have no
appl i cation.

(2) Every person riding a bicycle upon a sidewal k or crosswal k nust
be granted all of the rights and is subject to all of the duties
applicable to a pedestrian by this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A law enforcenment officer may offer to transport a bicycle
ri der who appears to be under the influence of al cohol or any drug and
who is wal king or noving along or within the right of way of a public
roadway, unless the bicycle rider is to be taken into protective
cust ody under RCW70. 96A. 120. The | aw enforcenent officer offering to
transport an intoxicated bicycle rider under this section shall:

(a) Transport the intoxicated bicycle rider to a safe place; or

(b) Release the intoxicated bicycle rider to a conpetent person

(2) The |l aw enforcenent officer shall not provide the assistance
offered if the bicycle rider refuses to accept it. No suit or action
may be comrenced or prosecuted agai nst the | aw enforcenent officer, |aw
enforcenment agency, the state of Washington, or any political
subdi vision of the state for any act resulting fromthe refusal of the
bi cycle rider to accept this assistance.
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(3) The | aw enforcenent officer may i npound t he bicycl e operated by
an intoxicated bicycle rider if the officer determ nes that inpoundnent
IS necessary to reduce a threat to public safety, and there are no
reasonabl e alternatives to i npoundnent. The bicyclist will be given a
witten notice of when and where the inpounded bicycle my be
recl ai med. The bicycle may be reclainmed by the bicycle rider when the
bi cycle rider no | onger appears to be intoxicated, or by an individual
who can establish ownership of the bicycle. The bicycle nust be
returned wthout paynent of a fee. If the bicycle is not reclained
within thirty days, it wll be subject to sale or disposal consistent
W th agency procedures.

Passed the House February 8, 2000.

Passed the Senate February 29, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 24, 2000.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 24, 2000.
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