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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2377

Passed Legislature - 2000 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Representatives G Chandler, Linville, Pennington and Hai gh; by request
of Department of Agriculture)

Read first tine 02/ 03/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to customneat sl aughter and preparation; anmendi ng
RCW 16. 49. 435, 16.49. 680, 16.49.440, 16.49.690, 16.49.610, 16.49.451,
16.49. 700, 16.49.710, 16.49.444, 16.49.510, and 16.49.670; addi ng new
sections to chapter 16.49 RCW adding a new section to chapter 16.57
RCW recodifying RCW 16.49.435, 16.49.680, 16.49.440, 16.49.690,
16.49. 610, 16.49.451, 16.49.700, 16.49.710, 16.49.444, 16.49.510, and
RCW 16. 49. 670; repealing RCW 16.49. 441, 16. 49. 442, 16. 49. 454,
16. 49. 500, 16.49.630, and 16.49.635; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 16.49 RCW
to read as foll ows:

This chapter is intended to safeguard the household user of
uni nspected and inspected neat products from possible harm due to
adul terated, m sbranded, or unfit neat or neat products or neat or neat
products that have been prepared under insanitary conditions.

Sec. 2. RCW16.49.435 and 1999 c 291 s 28 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
For the purposes of this chapter:

p. 1 SHB 2377. SL
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(1) "Departnment” means the departnment of agriculture of the state
of Washi ngt on.

(2) "Drector" mnmeans the director of the departnment or the
director’s designee.

(3) "Custom farm slaughterer” neans ((aﬂy)) a person i censed

of—slaughtertng)) to slaughter neat food animals ((enrbky)) for the

((eonsumpton—of—the)) owner ((thereof)) of the aninmal through the use
of ((an—appreved)) a nobile unit ((unrder—sueh—conditions—as—ay—be
preseribed—bythedireetor)).

(4) "Customsl aughtering establishnent” neans the facility operated
by ((any)) a person |icensed ((unrder—this—chapter—who—+may—under—such
H-eense—engaget+nthebusiness—of slaughtering)) to sl aughter neat food
animals ((enly)) for the ((eonsunption—oef—the)) owner ((thereef)) of
the animal at a fixed location ((urder—sueh—eonditions—as—mway—be
preseribed—bythedireetor)).

(5) "Customneat facility" means the facility operated by ((any))
a person licensed ((under—this—chapter—who—may—under—such—cense
engage—+n—thebusiness—of—preparing)) to prepare uninspected neat for

t he ((sele—consunption—of—the)) owner of the uninspected neat ((berng
p%epa%ed)) Qperators of custom neat facilities may al so ((prepare

sel | prepackaged inspected neat to any person((———p%ev+ded——%he

that—the—i+nspected—rreat—was—placed—+n) ). This chapter does not

prohi bit the operator of a customneat facility frombeing licensed to
prepare at the facility and sell inspected neat to any person.

(6) "lInspected neat"™ neans the carcasses or carcass parts
((thereetf)) of neat food animals which have been slaughtered and
i nspected at establishnments subject to inspection under a federal neat
i nspection act.

(7) "Uninspected neat" neans the carcasses or carcass parts
((thereef)) of neat food animals ((whieh)) that have been sl aughtered
by the owner ((thereot-—or—which—have—been—slaughtered—by)) of the
animals, a custom farm slaughterer, or at a custom slaughtering
est abl i shnent .

SHB 2377. SL p. 2
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(8) "Household user" neans the ultimte consuner, ((the)) nenbers
of the consuner’s household, and his or her nonpaying guests and
enpl oyees.

(9) "Person" neans any ((natural—persoen—FH+#)) individual,
partnership, ((exehanges)) association, ((trustee—reeeiver+)) and
cor por at i on( (;—and—any—renrber—efiHt+ecer—or—enployeethereofor—asstgnee
for—thebenefit—of——ecreditors)).

(10) "Meat food aninmal" nmeans cattle, sw ne, sheep, or goats.

(11) "Meat food bird" neans a ratite, such as an ostrich, emu, or
r hea.

(12) "Oficial establishnment” nmeans an establishment operated for
t he purpose of slaughtering neat food animals for sale or use as human
food in conpliance with the federal neat inspection act ((2+UY-SC-
See—FH—-et—seqg))).

((x2r)) (13) "Prepared" neans ((eanned)) snoked, salted, rendered,
boned, cut up, or otherw se ((manufactured,—or)) processed.

Sec. 3. RCW 16. 49. 680 and 1987 ¢ 77 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

necessary—to—ecarry—out—this—echapter—)) The director shall enforce and

carry out the provisions of this chapter and adopt rules necessary to
carry out its purpose. The rules may include, but are not limted to:

(1) Requirenents for construction, equi pnent, cl eaning, sanitation,
and sanitary practices to ensure sanitary operations;

(2) Requirenents for identification or tagging of neat food aninals
slaughtered by licensees to maintain identification of the owner of the
ani mal ;

(3) Requirenents for handling and storing inspected and uni nspect ed
neats and neat products;

(4) Requirenents for |abeling neat and neat products; and

p. 3 SHB 2377. SL
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(5) Requirenents for slaughtering and processi ng of nmeat food birds
by |licensees.

Sec. 4. RCW16.49.440 and 1991 c¢c 109 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It ((shatt—be)) is unlawful for any person to ((aet)) operate
as a custom farm slaughterer or to operate a custom slaughtering
establishment or custom neat facility in the state wthout first
obtaining a license from the director. ( (Fhe—tHecense—shall—be—an
annval—H-eense—and-shall—expire—on—-adateset—by+ule by thedireetor—
Leense—fees—shal—be—prorated—where—necessary—to—acconnpdate
staggering-of expiration-datesof alicense orlicenses—For)) Custom
farm slaughterers((s)) nust obtain a separate I|icense ((shalH—be
regquired)) for each nobile unit. Separate licenses are required for
each customsl aughtering establi shment and customneat facility ((sha-
al-se—+equtre—a—separate—tieense)).

(2) Application for a license ((shal)) nust be nmade on a form
prescribed by the director ((ef—agrt+eulture)) and acconpanied by a
twenty-five dollar ((annual)) |license fee. The application ((shat))
must i nclude;

(a) The full name and address of the applicant. |[If the applicant
is a partnership or corporation, the application ((shatH)) nust include
the full nanme and address of each partner or officer((-)).

(b) The physical |ocation address of each establishnent or facility
to be |licensed;

(c) The ((apphicati hal 1 furel I el ol busi

address—ef—the—appteant—+nthestate—or—elsewhere—andthe)) nane and
address of a resident of this state authorized to ((reeerve—and))

accept ((serviee—-of—sumons—eof)) |egal notices ((ef—aH—kinds)) for the
applicant((+)). and

(d) Any other ((neeessary)) information prescribed by the director
((of cul . he L] hall be_i L I ' hi

SHB 2377. SL p. 4
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(3) If an application for renewal of a license and the license fee
are not received by June 30th, the applicant nust pay an additional fee
of twenty-five dollars before the renewal license is issued.

(4) Initial issuance of a license requires a prelicense inspection
by the director for conpliance with this chapter and rules adopted
under this chapter. A license shall only be issued after an applicant
is found to be in substantial conpliance with this chapter and rules
adopt ed under this chapter.

(5) Licenses issued under this chapter expire June 30th of each

year.
(6) Licenses issued under this chapter are not transferrable.

Sec. 5. RCW 16. 49. 690 and 1987 ¢ 77 s 8 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

To ((ensure—that—H-ecensees—under—this—chapter—matntaln—proper

santtary—practices—and—conply)) determ ne conpliance wth ((aH—the
provistoens—of)) this chapter and the rul es adopted ((hereunder)) under

this chapter, the director may inspect the nobile unit of any custom

farm slaughterer and the premses of any custom slaughtering
establishnment or custom neat facility at any reasonable tine. ((Ne

Sec. 6. RCW16.49.610 and 1987 ¢ 77 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

| nspected and uni nspected neat may only be prepared by a custom
meat facility under the follow ng conditions:

(1) Inspected neat and ((the—weat—and)) neat ((feed)) products
prepared ((theref+oemshall)) frominspected neat nust be kept separated
((at—aHH—+t++res)) from uninspected neat and ((t+he)) neat ((feed))
products prepared ((therefroem—by—a——sufficient—distanee)) from
uni nspected neat to prevent inspected neat from comng into contact
W th uni nspected neat.

(2) Preparation of inspected neat and uni nspected neat ((shath))
nust be done at different tines.

(3) ((Ne—sales—ef—inspected—reat—nor—the—wneat—food—produets

user—)) Equi pnent used in preparing uninspected neat or products

p. 5 SHB 2377. SL
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prepared from uni nspected neat nust be cleaned and sanitized before
bei ng used to prepare inspected neat.

(4) Uninspected neat ((shall)) may be prepared only for the
((sele)) use of the owner ((eft——satd—uninspeeted—reat)), who ((shaHh))
nmust be a househol d user.

(5) ((+nspectedrneat—raybepurechasedbya—customnreattactHHty+for
preparati-on—and-sale—to—a-househol-d—user—only-

£6))) Uni nspect ed neat ((—as—weH—as—thepackages—and—contatners
contathrrng—any—reat—or)) and neat ((feed)) products prepared
((therefremshalt)) fromuni nspected neat nust be ((ptatnby)) clearly
mar ked and | abel ed "not for sale" ((er—as—etherwisepreseribedbythe
direetor)) .

(2 il hall | o . . |
and regulations pronulgated by the director.)) (6) Packages of

uni nspected neat may not be stored in a retail counter.

Sec. 7. RCW16.49. 451 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 120 s 4 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

( ( Netwithstandinganyother—provtsiens—oefthetaw—any)) Alicensed

custom farm slaughterer may((;—wthout—the—need—Ffor—any—other
H-eense;)) transport the offal of a neat food animal he or she has

sl aughtered for the owner ((thereoef)), when ((sweh—offal)) it is
transported as ((a)) part of ((sueh)) a slaughtering transaction and
((sueh)) the offal is handled in a sanitary((;—stitablecontainer—and))

manner ( ( as—provided—bythedireetor)).

Sec. 8. RCW16.49.700 and 1987 ¢ 77 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is unlawful for any person to.

(1) Sell, trade, or give away uninspected neat or ((the)) neat

((feed)) products ((that—may—be—derivedtherefrom—Any—volatien—of
thi-s—secti-on—by—a—ticensee—under—thi-s—chapter—shal—be—suffieci-ent
: I ) f the ] P ) :
(2) Interfere with the director in the performance of his or her
duties under this chapter or the rules adopted under this chapter.

Sec. 9. RCW16.49.710 and 1987 ¢ 77 s 10 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

SHB 2377. SL p. 6
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The director may i nvestigate any viol ati on or possible violation of
this chapter or any rule adopted under this chapter. ((Ha—the
furtherance—of—any)) To assist in such investigation, the director may
i ssue subpoenas to conpel the attendance of w tnesses or ((the)) to
conpel production of ((beeks)) records or docunents anywhere in the
state.

Sec. 10. RCW16.49.444 and 1994 ¢ 128 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The director ((ef—agreulture)) my((;—subsequent—to—a—hearing
uhrder—ehapter—34-05—RCA-)) deny, suspend, ((establish—eonditions—of
probation—for—a—designated—period—of—tine;-)) or revoke any license
required under this chapter if ((+Ht+—s—determned)) the director

determ nes that an applicant or |icensee has commtted any of the
foll ow ng acts:

(1) Refused, neglected, or failed to conply with the provisions of
this chapter, the rules adopted ((hereunder)) under this chapter, or
any | awful order of the ((departwent—oef—agrteutture)) director;

(2) Refused, neglected, or failed to keep and maintain records
required ((by)) under this chapter((s)) or rules adopted under this

chapter to make the records avail able ((when—+regquested—under—this
ehapter—eo+)) to the director on request;

(3) Refused the director ((ef—agr+eulture)) access to any
facilities or parts of the facilities ((subjeet—te)) for the purpose of

carrying out the provisions of this chapter or rul es adopted under this
chapter; or

(4) Refused, neglected, or failed to conply with any provisions of
chapter 69.04 RCW intrastate comerce in food, drugs, and cosnetics,
or rules adopted under that chapter.

Upon receipt of notice by the director to deny, suspend, or revoke
a license, a person may request a hearing under chapter 34.05 RCW

Sec. 11. RCW16.49.510 and 1994 ¢ 128 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

NO
Ci O i O CRVAW. C Ci O O \/ O O

nrot—exceedi-ng)) Any person who fails to conply with this chapter or the
rul es adopted under this chapter nmay be subject to a civil penalty in

p. 7 SHB 2377. SL
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an _anmount of not nore than one thousand dollars per violation per day.
Each violation is a separate and distinct offense.

the—samre—violatien-)) Al noneys collected for civil penalties under

this chapter shall be deposited in the state general fund.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 16.49 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Chapter 34.05 RCW governs the rights, renedies, and procedures
respecting the admnistration of this chapter, including rule making,
assessnment of civil penalties, energency actions, and I|icense
suspensi on, revocation, or denial.

Sec. 13. RCW 16.49. 670 and 1999 c 291 s 29 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The provisions of this chapter relating to the sale of inspected
neat in customneat facilities ((shalH—4nnoe—way)) do not supersede or
restrict the authority of any county or any city to adopt ordi nances
((whi€eh)) that are nore restrictive for the handling and sale of
i nspected neat than those provided ((fer—heretn)) in this chapter.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 14. A newsection is added to chapter 16.57 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any person licensed as a custom farm slaughterer under RCW
16.49.440 (as recodified by this act) shall conplete and attach a
custom slaughter beef tag to each of the four quarters of al
sl aughtered cattl e handl ed by the sl aughterer. The tags nust remain on
the quarters until the quarters are cut and wapped. Only the director
may provide custom slaughter beef tags to custom farm sl aughterers.
The fee for each set of four custom slaughter beef tags is as
prescribed in WAC 16-607-100 as it existed on January 1, 2000. The
director may, by rule, establish criteria for the use of custom
sl aught er beef tags.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 15. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

SHB 2377.SL p. 8
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(1) RCW  16. 49. 441 (Custom farm slaughterers--Prelicense
i nspections) and 1987 ¢ 77 s 6;

(2) RCW16.49.442 (Additional fee for | ate renewal --Exception) and
1991 ¢ 109 s 5 & 1985 ¢ 415 s 11

(3) RCW16. 49. 454 (Est abl i shnment of need--Contents of application--
Hearing) and 1989 c¢ 175 s 53, 1987 ¢ 77 s 2, & 1961 ¢ 91 s 2;

(4) RCW 16.49.500 (Washington State University |aboratories
exenption--Inspection, stanping) and 1959 c¢ 204 s 50;

(5 RCW16.49.630 (Customneat facilities--License--Cenerally) and
1991 ¢ 109 s 6 & 1971 ex.s. ¢ 98 s 5; and

(6) RCW16.49.635 (Customneat facilities--Prelicense inspections)
and 1987 ¢ 77 s 7.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. The follow ng sections are codified or
recodified wthin chapter 16.49 RCWin the foll ow ng order:

Section 1 of this act;

16. 49. 435;

16. 49. 680;

16. 49. 440;

16. 49. 690;

16. 49. 610;

16. 49. 451;

16. 49. 700;

16. 49. 710;

16. 49. 444;

16. 49. 510;

Section 12 of this act; and

16. 49. 670.

Passed t he House February 11, 2000.

Passed the Senate March 3, 2000.

Approved by the Governor March 24, 2000.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 24, 2000.
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