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SENATE BI LL 5005

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Lovel and, Haugen, Wnsley and Rasnussen

Read first time 01/11/1999. Referred to Cormmittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to highway information signs; and anmendi ng RCW
47.36. 320 and 47. 36. 330.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.36.320 and 1986 ¢ 114 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent is authorized to erect and maintain specific
information panels wthin the right of way of both the primary system
and the scenic systemto give the traveling public specific information
as to gas, food, recreation, or |odging available off the primry or
sceni ¢ hi ghway accessi ble by way of highways intersecting the primry
or scenic highway. Such specific information panels and tourist-
oriented directional signs shall be permtted only at |ocations within
the corporate limts of cities and towns and areas zoned for conmmerci al
or industrial wuses where there is adequate distance between
interchanges to ensure conpliance with the provisions of Title 23
C.F.R Secs. 655.308(a) and 655.309(a). Specific information panels
shall include the words "GAS," "FOOD," "RECREATION," or "LODA NG' and
directional information and may contain one or nore individual business
signs maintained on the panel. The erection and nmaintenance of
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specific information panels along primary or scenic highways shall
conform to the national standards pronulgated by the United States
secretary of transportation pursuant to sections 131 and 315 of Title
23 United States Code and rules adopted by the state departnent of
transportation including the manual on uniformtraffic control devices
for streets and hi ghways. A notorist service business |ocated within
one mle of a state highway shall not be permtted to display its nane,
brand, or trademark on a specific information panel unless its owner
has first entered into an agreenent with the departnment limting the
hei ght of its on-prem se signs at the site of its service installation
to not nore than fifteen feet higher than the roof of its min
bui | di ng.

The departnent shall adopt rules for the erection and mai ntenance
of tourist-oriented directional signs with the follow ng restrictions:

(1) Where installed, they shall be placed in advance of the "GAS,"
"FOOD," "RECREATION," or "LODA NG' specific information panels
previously described in this section;

(2) Signs shall not be placed to direct a notorist to an activity
visible fromthe nmain travel ed roadway;

(3) Premses on which the qualified tourist-oriented business is
| ocated nust be within fifteen mles of the state highway except as
provided in RCW 47.36.330(3) (b) and (c), and necessary suppl enental
signing on |l ocal roads nmust be provided before the installation of the
signs on the state highway.

The departnment shall charge reasonable fees for the display of
i ndi vi dual business signs to defray the costs of their installation and
mai nt enance.

Sec. 2. RCWA47.36.330 and 1985 ¢ 142 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Not nore than six business signs may be permtted on specific
i nformati on panel s authorized by RCW47. 36. 310 and 47. 36. 320.

(2) The maxi mum di stance that eligible service facilities may be
| ocated on either side of an interchange or intersection to qualify for
a business sign are as foll ows:

(a) On fully-controlled, |limted access highways, gas, food, or
| odging activities shall be located within three mles. Canpi ng
activities shall be within five mles.
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(b) On highways with partial access control or no access control,
gas, food, |odging, or canping activities shall be |ocated within five
mles.

(3)(a) If no eligible services are |located wthin the distance
l[imts prescribed in subsection (2) of this section, the distance
l[imts shall be increased until an eligible service of a type being
considered is reached, up to a maxinumof fifteen m/les.

(b) The departnent may erect and mamintain signs on an alternate
route that is longer than fifteen mles if it is safer and stil
provi des reasonable and convenient travel to an eligible service.

(c) The departnent may erect and naintain signs on a route up to a
maxi mum of twenty mles if it qualifies as an eligible service and is
within a distressed area under the criteria of chapter 43.165 RCW

Passed the Senate April 20, 1999.

Passed the House April 7, 1999.

Approved by the Governor May 7, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 7, 1999.
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