
HOUSE BILL REPORT
SB 5832

As Reported by House Committee On:
Local Government & Housing

Title: An act relating to enabling counties planning under chapter 36.70A RCW to create
nine lots in a short subdivision within a designated urban growth area.

Brief Description: Enabling counties planning under chapter 36.70A RCW to create nine
lots in a short subdivision within a designated urban growth area.

Sponsors: Senator Haugen.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:

Local Government & Housing: 2/20/02, 2/28/02 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

· Allows Growth Management Act (GMA) counties that have adopted a
comprehensive plan and development regulations in compliance with the GMA
to increase to nine the number of lots in short subdivisions within urban growth
areas.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT & HOUSING

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 11 members: Representatives Dunshee, Chair;
Edwards, Vice Chair; Mulliken, Ranking Minority Member; Berkey, Crouse, DeBolt,
Dunn, Hatfield, Kirby, Mielke and Sullivan.

Staff: Amy Wood (786-7127).

Background:

A property owner generally must have a proposed land division reviewed by the county,
city, or town in which the land is located pursuant to a local short subdivision or
subdivision ordinance. Certain types of land divisions are exempt from statutory
subdivision requirements.

Subdivisions are defined as land divisions resulting in five or more lots, tracts or parcels.
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A short subdivision is a land division or redivision resulting in four or fewer lots, tracts
parcels, sites or divisions. A short subdivision containing fewer than four lots may be
altered to create up to four lots within the original short plat boundaries.

A city or town may provide by local ordinance for short subdivision of up to nine lots,
tracts or parcels. Counties are not authorized to increase the number of lots, tracts, or
parcels in a short subdivision by local ordinance.

In addition to other requirements, the Growth Management Act (GMA) requires counties
and cities planning under RCW 36.70A.040 (GMA jurisdictions) to designate an urban
growth area (UGA) and to adopt a comprehensive plan and implementing development
regulations within four years of the date the GMA jurisdiction began planning under the
GMA. The UGA is the area within which urban growth is encouraged and outside of
which urban growth is prohibited. "Urban growth" is defined in the GMA to mean
growth making intensive use of land to an extent creating incompatibility with natural
resource uses.

Summary of Bill:

Counties planning under Growth Management Act (GMA) requirements that have adopted
a comprehensive plan and development regulations in compliance with the GMA may by
ordinance increase the number of lots, tracts or parcels regulated as short subdivisions to
a maximum of nine within any urban growth area.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: This bill does not effect any zoning or density rules and requirements of
local governments. It only states that a county may provide up to nine lots. This will
help counties meet density requirements and in-filling in urban growth areas.

Testimony Against: None.

Testified: (In support) Larry Stout, Washington Association of Realtors.
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