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Brief Description: Eliminating the communication portion of the WASL.

Sponsors: Representative Quall.

Brief Summary of Bill

· Eliminates the listening Washington Assessment of Student Learning.

Hearing Date:

Staff: Denise Graham (786-7137).

Background:

As required under current law, the state has adopted essential academic learning requirements
(EALRs) in communications. In addition as required by law, public school students in the
fourth, seventh, and 10th grade are assessed through the Washington Assessment of Student
Learning (WASL) to ascertain whether they have learned the EALRs and met the state
communication standard. The communication assessment evolved into an assessment of a
student’s ability to listen and comprehend the information the student heard. Therefore, the
communications assessment is generally called the listening WASL. Currently, students are
not held accountable for the results of the assessment. However beginning with the
graduating class of 2008, public high school students will be required to successfully pass the
high school WASL in listening in order to graduate.

Students are assessed in reading, writing, mathematics, and listening. The highest scores
they collectively achieve are on the listening WASL. In 2002, on average across the state,
67 percent of fourth graders, 84 percent of seventh graders, and 82 percent of 10th graders
met the state standard in listening.

Testing experts have suggested that the listening assessment does not meet industry standards
for validity and reliability. The length of the assessment would have to be doubled to meet
those industry standards.

Summary of Bill:
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School districts will no longer be required to give students a state provided assessment in
communications (listening).

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested April 1, 2003.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is
passed.
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