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Brief Description: Reviewing the state’s need for construction aggregates.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Land Use & Planning (originally sponsored by Senators
Mulliken, T. Sheldon, Sheahan, Reardon and Esser).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

· Forms a six-person committee to study the state’s need for construction aggregates.

Hearing Date: 3/26/03

Staff: Jason Callahan (786-7117).

Background:

Aggregates are granular materials used in construction and include sand, gravel, and crushed
rock. Aggregates used in construction may be natural materials, including materials from
quarries and gravel pits. Aggregates also may include artificial or recycled materials.

The state surface mining statutes grant the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) the
exclusive authority to regulate surface mine reclamation. Minerals covered by the state
reclamation statutes include gravel, sand, and rock. A permit from the DNR is required for
surface mines meeting specified size and depth criteria. The applicant for a surface mining
permit must submit a reclamation plan to the DNR and give a copy of the plan to the local
government in which the proposed mine is located.

Local governments have authority to adopt zoning regulations relating to surface mines and
ordinances regulating mining operations.

Summary of Bill:

A six-person committee is formed to study the state’s need for construction aggregates. The
committee will be composed of representatives from the Governor’s Office, the Association
of General Contractors, the American Public Works Association, the Aggregate and Concrete
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Association, and an operating engineer from the Building and Trades Council.

The committee is directed to report back to the Legislature by December 15, 2003, with a
determination of how the aggregated and affiliated industries should be regulated. This
finding should include a determination of whether environmental review procedures allow for
the efficient processing of permit applications, whether regulations on industries are
redundant, costly, and duplicative, and whether the goals and regulations of the Planning
Enabling Act are being met.

The staff of the committee will be provided by the Department of Transportation and the
Department of Community, Trade, and Economic Development.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is
passed.
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