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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1493

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Canpbell, Cody and Skinner)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 04/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to dental hygienists; and anmending RCW 18.29. 050
and 69.41. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 18.29.050 and 1997 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any person |licensed as a dental hygienist in this state may renove
deposits and stains fromthe surfaces of the teeth, may apply topical
preventive or prophylactic agents, may polish and snooth restorations,
may perform root planing and soft-tissue curettage, and may perform
ot her dental operations and services delegated to them by a |icensed
dentist: PROVIDED HONEVER, That |icensed dental hygienists shall in no
event performthe follow ng dental operations or services:

(1) Any surgical renoval of tissue of the oral cavity;

(2) Any prescription of drugs or nedications requiring the witten
order or prescription of a licensed dentist or physician, except that
a hygienist may place antimcrobials pursuant to the order of a

li censed dentist and under the dentist's required supervision;

(3) Any diagnosis for treatnent or treatnent planning; or
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(4) The taking of any inpression of the teeth or jaw, or the
rel ati onships of the teeth or jaws, for the purpose of fabricating any
intra-oral restoration, appliance, or prosthesis.

Such licensed dental hygienists nmay perform dental operations and
services only under the supervision of a |licensed dentist, and under
such supervision nmay be enpl oyed by hospitals, boards of education of
public or private schools, county boards, boards of health, or public
or charitable institutions, or in dental offices.

Sec. 2. RCW®69.41.010 and 2000 ¢ 8 s 2 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

As used in this chapter, the followng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unless the context clearly requires otherw se:

(1) "Admnister" nmeans the direct application of a |egend drug
whet her by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other nmeans, to the
body of a patient or research subject by:

(a) A practitioner; or

(b) The patient or research subject at the direction of the
practitioner.

(2) "Deliver" or "delivery" means the actual, constructive, or
attenpted transfer fromone person to another of a | egend drug, whether
or not there is an agency rel ationship.

(3) "Departnent” neans the departnent of health.

(4) "Dispense” neans the interpretation of a prescription or order
for a legend drug and, pursuant to that prescription or order, the
proper selection, neasuring, conpounding, |abeling, or packaging
necessary to prepare that prescription or order for delivery.

(5) "Dispenser” neans a practitioner who dispenses.

(6) "Distribute" nmeans to deliver other than by adm nistering or
di spensing a | egend drug.

(7) "Distributor” means a person who distributes.

(8) "Drug" neans:

(a) Substances recognized as drugs in the official United States
phar macopoei a, official honmeopat hi c pharnacopoeia of the United States,
or official national formulary, or any supplenent to any of them

(b) Substances intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mtigation,
treatnent, or prevention of disease in man or aninmals;
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(c) Substances (other than food, mnerals or vitamns) intended to
affect the structure or any function of the body of man or aninmals; and

(d) Substances intended for use as a conponent of any article
specified in clause (a), (b), or (c) of this subsection. It does not
i ncl ude devices or their components, parts, or accessories.

(9) "Electronic comunication of prescription information"” means
the conmmunication of prescription information by conputer, or the
transm ssion of an exact visual inage of a prescription by facsimle,
or other electronic neans for original prescription information or
prescription refill information for a | egend drug between an aut hori zed
practitioner and a pharmacy or the transfer of prescription information
for a legend drug from one pharmacy to anot her pharmacy.

(10) "Legend drugs" neans any drugs which are required by state | aw
or regulation of the state board of pharnmacy to be dispensed on
prescription only or are restricted to use by practitioners only.

(11) "Legible prescription” neans a prescription or nedication
order issued by a practitioner that is capable of being read and
understood by the pharmacist filling the prescription or the nurse or
other practitioner inplenenting the nedication order.

(12) "Medication assistance" nmeans assistance rendered by a
nonpractitioner to an individual residing in a conmunity-based setting
specified in RCW 69.41.085 to facilitate the individual's self-
adm nistration of a legend drug or controlled substance. It includes
rem ndi ng or coaching the individual, handing the nedication container
to the individual, opening the individual's nedication container, using
an enabler, or placing the nedication in the individual's hand, and
such ot her neans of nedication assistance as defined by rul e adopted by
t he departnent. The nonpractitioner may help in the preparation of
| egend drugs or controlled substances for self-adm nistration where a
practitioner has determ ned, in consultation with the individual or the
individual's representative, that such nedication assistance is

necessary and appropri ate. Medi cation assistance shall not include
assi stance with intravenous nedications or injectable nedications.
(13) "Person" means individual, corporation, governnment or

governnental subdivision or agency, business trust, estate, trust,
partnership or association, or any other legal entity.
(14) "Practitioner" neans:
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(a) A physician under chapter 18.71 RCW an osteopathic physician
or an osteopathic physician and surgeon under chapter 18.57 RCW a
dentist under chapter 18.32 RCW a podiatric physician and surgeon
under chapter 18.22 RCW a veterinarian under chapter 18.92 RCW a
regi stered nurse, advanced registered nurse practitioner, or licensed
practical nurse under chapter 18.79 RCW an optonetrist under chapter
18.53 RCWwho is certified by the optonetry board under RCW 18.53. 010,
an osteopathic physician assistant wunder chapter 18 57A RCW a
physi ci an assistant under chapter 18.71A RCW a naturopath |icensed
under chapter 18.36A RCW or a pharmaci st under chapter 18.64 RCW_ or,
when acting under the required supervision of a dentist |icensed under
chapter 18.32 RCW a dental hygienist licensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(b) A pharnmacy, hospi tal , or other institution |I|icensed
regi stered, or otherwise permtted to distribute, dispense, conduct
research with respect to, or to admnister a |l egend drug in the course
of professional practice or research in this state; and

(c) A physician licensed to practice nedicine and surgery or a
physician |icensed to practice osteopathic nedicine and surgery in any
state, or province of Canada, which shares a common border with the
state of Washi ngt on.

(15) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the secretary's
desi gnee.

--- END ---
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